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Peter Farrell, Ken Laustsen, and Mariko Yamasaki             
Receive National SAF Awards 

Phil Bryce, Tony D’Amato, Susan Francher, Jeff Ward, and 
James Savage are SAF Fellows 

By Karen Bennett, District 6 Rep  

The rank of Fellow is an exceptional recognition bestowed on a member by their 
peers for outstanding contributions and service to SAF and the profession and is one 
of our highest honors. I am happy to announce five new Fellows from District 6—Phil 
Bryce, Tony D’Amato, Susan Francher, and Jeff Ward from NESAF—and James Sav-
age from New York. I am always impressed with the accomplishments of our Fel-
lows, but I admit to being particularly happy with this slate of awardees—I have 
worked closely with our new NESAF Fellows over the years, so I know how deserving 
they each are. 
 
In addition, three of our NESAF colleagues have received well-deserved national 
recognition from SAF. As with our Fellows, I’ve been blessed with knowing and 
working with them all and know they are unequivocally deserving of the following 
honors.  
 
Read more about these Fellows and award winners on page 6. 

Eric Hansen leads a discussion on old growth forest characteristics, with Dr. Paul Catanzaro, where        
Hansen crafted a management plan for the Hartford, CT community at Keeney Park. Photo: A. Bunce 
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Our mission as foresters is to be  
responsible stewards of the 
earth’s forests while meeting 
society’s vital needs. The chal-
lenge of our mission lies in keep-
ing forest ecosystems healthy 
and intact while concurrently 
drawing on their resources.    
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Do you recall smoke from Canadian forest fires being a feature of New England sum-
mer weather? I don’t. 

On what ought to have been a lovely June day, I made my way to Boston for a meet-
ing on climate change and forest policy. From the South Station Bus Terminal, I 
walked through downtown, walked across the Boston Commons, hiked up Beacon 
Hill, and found my way to a state office building. I entered the building, which was 
a tall office tower, and took the elevator to one of the upper floors. I walked down 
a corridor, and entered the conference room. 

Now, these days, I very seldom find myself in a tall office building, and I very sel-
dom find myself in a conference room with a panoramic view of beautiful Boston 

Harbor. I therefore claimed a seat with a great view, and settled in for the meeting. 

The meeting was an excellent one. There were perhaps thirty people gathered, all engaged in an ear-
nest discussion of how forests can best store carbon and ameliorate the effects of climate change. I was 
honored to be representing the New England Society of American Foresters at this meeting (and will be 
doing so again at two other meetings of this group, scheduled for later in this year).  

The discussion covered forest reserve policy, the effects of timber harvesting on carbon storage in for-
ests, the effects of disturbance on stored carbon, the consideration of climate in forest management 
decisions, the long-term storage of carbon in wood products, new initiatives in forest products, and sci-
entific modeling of forest carbon. 

Yet all the while I listened to the presentations and the discussion, I could not help but notice the 
smoky haze that was obscuring my view of the harbor. When it came my turn to speak, I commented on 
the irony, and perhaps the urgency, of our situation. Here we were, sitting in Boston discussing how 
changes to forest policy can best help address climate change, all while our view was steadily being 
clouded by smoke from burning forests. 

We have all seen this smoke. I could actually smell the smoke from the fires in Nova Scotia. I could see 
the smoke from the fires in Quebec. While these recent fires are certainly a cause for concern, I think 
that they are also quite a cause for hope.  

Because of the smoke, forests have been foremost in the mind of each person who looks out upon a 
blood-red, hazy sunset, and foremost in the public debate. Forest policy matters, and the work of 
NESAF and of NESAF members throughout New England are well-positioned to guide these thoughts and 
discussions. 

People are thinking about forests now. They are questioning how our forests in New England ought to 
be thinned, to reduce the risk of wildfire. They are trying to balance the needs of the northern long-
eared bat with reducing the risk from the southern pine beetle. They are mourning the beeches suc-
cumbing to beech leaf disease and wondering what will replace them. They are excited about mass tim-
ber and a range of innovative wood products. On all of these subjects, NESAF is positioned to offer 
help. 

So while the smoke from Canadian wildfires obscured my glorious view of a sparkling Boston Harbor on 
a sunny June day, I am grateful for it. The very air that we breathe comes from forests. Sometimes it 
takes smoke in the air to remind everyone just how important forests are.  

 

 

Greetings from Martha’s Vineyard– Adam Moore 
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District Director’s Update ~ Karen Bennett  

This column will be shorter than usual since I have the pleasure of writing elsewhere 
in the News Quarterly about our Fellows Class of 2023 and three national award win-
ners from NESAF. 

Thanks are due to J.P. Barsky, retiring editor of the News Quarterly and Matt Russell 
incoming editor. J.P. filled this role for eight years and had a knack for working with 
his contributors, making it easy to contribute. Every editor adds a unique twist to this 
publication, and I look forward to Matt’s tenure and wish him luck.  

Remember to save-the-date for the next Women Forester Collaborative Gathering 
scheduled for September 16–17, 2023 at Camp Kehoe in Castleton VT. We are very 

close to finalizing plans but aren’t quite ready yet, so contact Tessa McGann at                       
tessacmcgann@gmail.com for more information. 

I will be going to the National Convention in Sacramento CA scheduled for October 25 – 28. The theme 
is Forestry: It’s in Our DNA. Make sure you let me know if you are going. It’s always nice to have east 
coast buddies to hang with during west coast adventures. 

Brianna Lucinsky is the new District 6 rep to the Student Executive Committee (SEC). Brianna graduated 
from the ESF Ranger School in May and will go to SUNY-ESF’s main campus to pursue her B.S. in Forest 
Resources Management. The SEC, composed of 11 student members, one from each SAF voting district, 
enhances the engagement of student members and organizes student activities during the national con-
vention. 

SAF supports the Forest Inventory Analysis (FIA) program in many ways. FIA is often called the nation’s 
forest census. It helps us allocate resources to programs and research; monitor the health of our for-
ests; and tells us how we are doing and where we need to improve. SAF and the National Council for Air 
and Stream Improvement (NCASI) have a long-standing partnership focused on supporting the FIA and its 
growing stakeholder community. Every year, they convene in-person and virtual forums bringing togeth-
er FIA leaders and stakeholders. In April of this year over 90 participants convened to get clarity on 
budget and staffing, identify stakeholder priorities, highlight potential solutions, and facilitate produc-
tive working relationships among FIA leaders, users, and broader stakeholders. Visit this page to see the 
2023 report, join the FIA users list and see the schedule of upcoming tech transfer sessions.  

No one answered my trivia question in my last column so I will repeat it: Who knows where the national 
convention will be held in 2025? Answering it correctly will get your name in my next column and the 
admiration of your peers. Remember to reach out to me if you have questions, concerns, ideas, or an 
answer to my trivia question at karen.bennett@unh.edu.  

Register for SAF2023 Early and Save!  

 

Attend the 2023 SAF National Convention in Sacramento, 

CA, on October 25 to 28. As one of the largest forestry 

and natural resources conventions in the nation, this is 

an event you won’t want to miss! This year, the conven-

tion will explore the proud legacy of forestry and the 

ongoing challenges and opportunities that foresters and 

natural resources professionals face through our theme: 

“Forestry: It’s in Our DNA.” Early bird rates end August 

31.  

 

safconvention.org 

mailto:tessacmcgann@gmail.com
https://eforester.org/Main/Issues_and_Advocacy/FIA-National-User-Group.aspx
mailto:karen.bennett@unh.edu
http://safconvention.org
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NESAF Incorporation Update 

The New England Society of American Foresters continues to make progress on the incorporation effort. 
In July, NESAF will have been registered as a non-profit organization in the state of New Hampshire, 
and will have filed “foreign entity” registrations in each of the five other New England states. 

The next step in this process is a revision of the bylaws. Working from a templated provided by the Na-
tional SAF office, a committee of the NESAF Board of Directors will propose a revised draft of the by-
laws. The committee members are Diana Frederick, Ted Howard, Ken Laustsen, Adam Moore, and Carol 
Redelsheimer. In forming this subcommittee, the NESAF Board made sure that each of the four NESAF 
Divisions (Granite State, Green Mountain, Maine, and Yankee) were represented.  

A multistep bylaw review and approval process shall occur over the summer and fall. Once a draft set 
of revised bylaws has been prepared by the committee, this will be shared with the NESAF Board for 
any further amendments and for approval. Following NESAF Board approval, the revised bylaws will be 
sent to the National SAF office for further review and approval. Finally, the draft will require approval 
by vote of the NESAF members. 

We aim to submit the proposed revised bylaws to the NESAF membership in September of 2023. This 
should occur at the same time that NESAF holds an election for Chair Elect, so that both the Chair Elect 
position and the bylaw revision vote can take place at the same time. For the revision to take effect, 
the bylaws must be approved by 2/3 of the members voting in the election. 

Please contact NESAF Chair Adam Moore at moore@sheriffsmeadow.org if you have any questions about 
the bylaws, governance, or incorporation. 

 

 

 

 

“There comes a time in every forester's heart, that they ask  

what I can do for my profession, not what it can do for me.”  

 

It’s the time of year when we are looking for a few good individuals to serve as candidates for Chapter, Division, 

and NESAF Officers! Perhaps you attended a Leadership Academy, volunteered at an Annual Winter Meeting, or 

are looking to serve in a different capacity? An opportunity awaits you! 

The opportunities are: 

NESAF Chair-Elect 

NESAF Treasurer 

NESAF Secretary 

Representatives from Canada, Connecticut, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island 

Plus several Division and Chapter positions! 

 

For more information, contact Paul Dolan (pcdolan1@verizon.net) 

 or any EC member on page 2 before Sept 1, 2023. 

Volunteer to Serve! 

mailto:moore@sheriffsmeadow.org
mailto:pcdolan1@verizon.net
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Phil Bryce, Tony D’Amato, Susan Francher and Jeff Ward are SAF Fellows 

By Karen Bennett, District 6 Rep 

Phil Bryce 
 
Phil has been a workhorse in forestry and conservation for over four decades. After graduating from 
UMaine in 1979, Phil began at the ground level as a scaler, millworker, then field forester for 
Claremont Lumber. He rapidly moved into managerial positions in wood procurement and personnel 
management, eventually becoming chief forester for Crown Vantage. In 1997 he was appointed to be 
the N.H. State Forester until 2008 when he became President of Fountains America, Inc. After three 
years in the private sector, the State of New Hampshire came calling again and Phil served for a time as 
the interim Commissioner for the N.H. Dept. of Resources and Economic Development and finally as Di-
rector, Division of Parks and Recreation, retiring in 2023.  
 
Phil served on the Executive Committees of the Granite State Division and NESAF. In the early 1990s, he 
was on the NESAF mission statement committee. This mission statement is still in force and appears in 
each issue of the News Quarterly (check it out). 
 
Phil’s contributions go beyond state and regional service to SAF. He served on the National Communica-
tions Committee, and it was this committee that came up with the idea for the Forestry Source with 
Phil making the case that a professional scientific journal (i.e., the Journal of Forestry) wasn’t the 
place for communicating ongoing business. In 2019, he served on the National Nominating Committee. 
He served for 5 years on the Committee on Accreditation. He currently serves on the Committee on 
Forest Policy. He was the 1989 Granite State Division Outstanding Forester and received the James W. 
Toumey Award for Outstanding Service in 1999 and the Distinguished Service Award in 2016. 
 
Thanks to Bob Ricard, Fred Borman, Jane Difley and Charlie Niebling for supporting Phil’s nomination. 
 

Dr. Tony D’Amato 

 
Tony is silviculture professor and director of the forestry program at UVM. He is described as, “…an ex-
cellent and dedicated educator who works hard to ignite the spark in the next generation of foresters.” 
He has degrees from UMaine (2000), Oregon State University (2002) and UMass (2007) and spent seven 
years teaching at the University of Minnesota. 

 
I’ve heard him described as the premiere silviculturist in the country. As his nominator said, “As best as 
I can tell, there is no other silviculture professor in the U.S. who has produced anything even close to 
the amount of scientific material with this much significance and in such a short period of time. From 
articles in peer-reviewed journals (187 as of the end of 2022), conference proceedings (~20), books and 
book chapters (6), and outreach publications (8), he has generated greater output than most scientists 
do in a lifetime.” In addition to inspiring the next generation of foresters, he generously shares his 
work outside the classroom with working foresters, often during a one-on-one woods-walk. He is a co-
director of the Northeast Silviculture Institute. 
 
He has served as Chair of the Green Mountain Division and is currently the Education Chair. He just fin-
ished a nearly 10-year stint as the NESAF Forest Science Coordinator. He is actively involved in meeting 
and tour planning for NESAF winter and working group meetings. Tony has ongoing involvement in re-
gional and national SAF activities, including the SAF Forest Science and Technology Board (2019-
present), Co-Chair of the Planning Committee for the 2016 National Convention, Planning Committee 
Member for the 2015 National Convention, and Chair of the Forest Ecology and Range working group 
(2010- 2016). He is the Forest Ecology Subject-Matter Editor for Forest Science (2021-present) and the 
Journal of Forestry (2011-present). In 2017 he received the Mollie Beattie Young Forester Leadership 
Award and the Ernest M. Gould Technology Transfer Award in 2023. 
 
Thanks to Luben Dimov, Rich Carbonetti, and Brian Palik for supporting Tony’s nomination. 
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SAF Fellows, cont. 
  

Susan Francher 
Susan graduated from California Polytechnic State University in 1981 and came to work for the N.H. Di-
vision of Forests and Lands, eventually becoming the state’s forest planner. In that role she had a great 
impact in land conservation and forest policy planning. During Susan’s tenure with Forests and Lands 
she administered the Forest Legacy Program (FLP). Under her leadership, New Hampshire became a na-
tional leader in the FLP, with hundreds of thousands of acres of forest now conserved as working forests 
thanks to her work. Her persistence, attention to detail, negotiation skills, tact, problem-solving skills 
and ability to work with partners set her apart as one of the most successful and respected FLP admin-
istrators in the country. She twice served on national committees and was a go-to person when chal-
lenging issues arose within the program. 
 
Other accomplishments include representative to the NH Land and Cultural Heritage Investment Pro-
gram (LCHIP); one of only two NH representatives to the New England Governor’s Conference Blue Rib-
bon Commission on Land Conservation; coordinated the 2010 and 2020 N.H. State Forest Action Plan 
and the 1996 State Forest Resources Plan; and co-coordinated the first edition of Good Forestry in the 
Granite State: Recommended Voluntary Forest Management Practices for New Hampshire. She retired 
from state service in 2022. 
 
Susan was on the Granite State Division executive committee for seven years serving as treasurer. She 
was on six NESAF winter meeting committees as arrangements chair and once as General Chair. She is 
currently on the NESAF executive committee as the membership coordinator.  She was the 2014 Granite 
State Division Outstanding Forester and received the James W. Toumey Award for Outstanding Achieve-
ment in Service to NESAF in 2016. 
 
Thanks to Ken Laustsen, Phil Bryce, Susan Romano and Brad Simpkins for supporting Susan’s nomina-
tion. 
 

Dr. Jeff Ward 
Jeff was a forest researcher and chief scientist for the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station re-
tiring in 2022 after 35 years of service. In that time, he published over 100 papers on forestry-related 
topics, gave over 350 presentations and symposia to professionals, gave over 300 talks to the public, 
and participated in nearly 300 media interviews. He also served as a peer-reviewer for many publica-
tions. His research advanced our understanding of oak ecology in eastern hardwood forests. He con-
ducted research in oak recruitment, growth, and stand manipulation; barberry control; deer damage; 
crop tree release; forest health and other topics in applied silviculture research. He has degrees from 
Ohio State University (1979 and 1987) and Purdue (1987). Between his two OSU degrees he served as a 
forest extensionist in the Peace Corps in Guatemala. 
 
Some of his contributions to NESAF include serving on the executive committee, the science coordina-
tor, and program chair for four winter meetings; serving on the Yankee Division and Connecticut Chap-
ter executive committees; reinvigorating the silvicultural working group; moderating poster sessions; 
and publishing conference proceedings. He was a major supporter of the "flash talks," one of the more 
popular sessions at the Annual Winter Meeting. He twice was named the Yankee Division David M. Smith 
Outstanding Forester and received the NESAF David M. Smith Award in 2023 and the Ernest M. Gould 
Technology Transfer Award in 2004. 
 
One supporter stressed that Jeff’s mentoring is another facet where Jeff shined. “Many of his former 
seasonal employees have pursued advanced forestry degrees, and several others have gone into private 
practice. A few have branched off into urban forestry. …Through his actions and demonstrated commit-
ment, he has impacted directly the careers of over fifty individuals.” 
 
Thanks to J.P. Barsky, Gerard Milne, Scott Williams and Eric Hammerling for supporting Jeff’s nomina-
tion. 
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Peter Farrell, Ken Laustsen, and Mariko Yamasaki receive National SAF Awards 

By Karen Bennett, District 6 Rep 

Peter Farrell, Alton NH—District 6 Presidential Field Forester 

 
A Presidential Field Forester is an individual who displays uncommon talent, skill, and innovative meth-
ods to achieve a record of excellence in the on-the-ground application of forest management. Only one 
forester is picked each year from each district for this honor. Granite State Division’s Peter Farrell is 
this year’s awardee. 

Peter is the District Manager for the New England Forestry Consultants (NEFCo), where he has worked 
as a consulting forester for about 40 years. He manages over 30,000 acres and annually oversees har-
vests averaging over 3 million board feet and 20,000 tons. He cares for his clients’ interests and land as 
he cares for his own.  

One supporter describes Peter this way, “A walk in the woods with Peter always leaves me with some-
thing new to think about. He puts much thought into applying the best silviculture with the right opera-
tor on every job. If there is a new technology, piece of equipment, or silvicultural method Peter wants 
to try it. If you spend any time with Peter you know that forestry is his passion.” 

He has been a member of SAF since 1978 and served on the GSD Executive Committee as both the Chair 
and the Policy Chairperson. He is a current member of the GSD Timber Tax Subcommittee. I have inter-
acted with Peter on GSD committees, in the field, and co-presenting multiple workshops for landowners 
and municipal officials and can say he is talented, dedicated, and articulate. In 2018, he was named 
the GSD’s Outstanding Forester of the Year and in 2022 he received NESAF’s Austin Cary Practicing Pro-
fessional Award. 

 

Thanks to Gabe Roxby, Steve Junkins, and Wendy Weisiger for supporting Peter’s nomination. 

 

Ken Laustsen, Oakland ME—John A. Beale Memorial Award  

 

The John A. Beale Memorial Award recognizes outstanding efforts over a sustained period of time by an 
SAF member in the promotion of forestry through voluntary service to the Society. 

After graduating from UMaine in 1974, Ken landed at Great Northern Paper Co. taking on jobs of in-
creasing responsibility at GNP and its successors. He was the State of Maine’s Forest Biometrician from 
1999 through his retirement in 2018. 

Ken has served at all levels of SAF including Maine Division and NESAF Executive Committee, serving for 
over 20 years in almost all NESAF positions. He currently is NESAF’s archivist and awards chair. Some of 
his other notable NESAF contributions include a three-time general chair for the annual winter meeting; 
revising the by-laws four times; assisted with revising the operations manual three times; and served 
three times on the NESAF Leadership Training Planning Committee. Since 2019 the leadership academy 
has been offered regionally (New England/New York/Allegheny SAF) and Ken has been a planning com-
mittee member, chairing the 3rd and 4th leadership academies committees. 

His national committee service includes a stint on the House of Society Delegates including acting as its 
vice-chair, Educational Policy Review Committee, Committee on Forest Technology School Accredita-
tion (acting as its chair from 2016 – 2018), the Task Force on Forest Technology School Accreditation, 
the Certification Review Board, and the SAF Volunteer Organizational Structure Task Force. He has 
moderated numerous concurrent technical sessions at national conventions, and been an accreditation 
site visit team member for 7 forest technology programs and 3 bachelor or higher forestry programs. He 
was the 2020 tri-chair for the national convention, which transformed into a virtual convention. 
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SAF National Award Winners, cont. 

 

He received NESAF’s NESAF Distinguished Service Award in 2014, the James W. Toumey Outstanding  

Service in 2005, and is an SAF Fellow. 

A group of supporters write, “Ken’s dedication to training leaders within SAF and to educational and 
professional excellence will certainly be among his lasting career legacies. His insightful and thoughtful 
contributions to every volunteer endeavor, and his sustained dedication and diverse service to SAF and 
our profession, are more than illustrative of the spirit of this award.” 

 

Thanks to Fred Borman, Phil Bryce, Heather Dannahower, Julie Renaud Evans, Ken Jolly, Steve Kalless-
er, Rita Koch, Susan Lacy, Ron Lemin, Tom Martin, Jake Metzler, Adam Moore, Carol Redelsheimer, Bob 
Ricard, Dave Walters, and Wendy Weisiger for supporting Ken’s nomination. 

 

Mariko Yamasaki, Milton NH—Technology Transfer Award 

 
The Technology Transfer Award recognizes outstanding performance in the areas of technology trans-
fer, implementation and extension.  

Mariko is a wildlife graduate of the University of Michigan (1974 and 1978). She retired as a supervisory 
research wildlife biologist in 2023 after 45 years with the U.S. Forest Service. During her career she be-
came a key figure in translating research on forest songbirds, raptors, bats, terrestrial salamanders, 
coarse woody material, and small mammals into a range of silviculture practices for northern hard-
woods, eastern hemlock, and oak-pine types.  

Mariko sustained a high level of research, outreach, and mentoring activities engaging in extensive con-
sultations with state and federal agencies, private foresters, and large and small landowners. She’s giv-
en over two dozen university lectures, often with a field component, presented more than 150 invited 
talks, workshops, and field tours for a wide variety of audiences (including international groups), and 
authored over 65 publications including peer-reviewed literature, books, Forest Service publications, 
and newsletters aimed at landowners and practitioners. Her publications are foundational and essential 
reading for foresters. Mariko has also contributed to over two dozen presentations at regional and na-
tional scientific meetings. 

One of her supporters says, “Mariko devoted her career to raising the collective awareness and profi-
ciency of foresters and wildlife managers at sustaining forest-dependent wildlife across a diversity of 
forest types and management contexts. Moreover, her leadership of the Bartlett Experimental Forest 
has blazed a unique path now emulated by so many others in which silviculturists and wildlife biologists 
work in partnership to examine treatment outcomes so as to best inform management for diverse ob-
jectives on the ground. This integrated approach to research has allowed Mariko to combine her gifts as 
a wildlife biologist and forester into practical silvicultural guidance that serve as the cornerstone to 
wildlife habitat management activities across all ownership types in the northeastern U.S.” 

Mariko received the NESAF Ernest M. Gould, Jr. Technology Transfer Award in 2007 and the David M. 
Smith Award. In 2016 the Granite State Division honored her with the Outstanding Forester Award. 

 

Thanks to Coeli Hoover, Roger Boyer, Chris Costello, Tony D’Amato and Steve Roberge for supporting 
Mariko’s nomination. 
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When Stories About Forests Get Ahead of the Science  
News Quarterly Science Theme – Dr. Alexandra Kosiba, Theme Editor 

tion differed. Melanie, who was part of the seminal study demonstrating 
belowground carbon transfer between seedlings of different species 
(Simard et al. 1997), had noticed that citations of earlier studies were 
becoming increasingly inaccurate. Jason was perplexed by claims in the 
popular media and when I was invited to appear in a documentary on 
forest mycorrhizas, I was bewildered by a suggested script making ex-
traordinary claims that were largely unfamiliar to me. Though the three 
of us had spent our entire careers studying mycorrhizal ecology, we felt 
we must be missing important studies, and thus sought to find out. To 
be clear, we were not motivated to debunk misinformation about the 
‘wood-wide web’. It was only by carefully reviewing a body of research, 
did we discover so much misinformation, and reported on this in a re-
cent peer-reviewed publication (Karst et al. 2023). A subsequent study 
has drawn similar conclusions to ours (Henriksson et al. 2023).  

The ‘wood-wide web’ is both a name and a metaphor. As a name, it rep-
resents one or more common mycorrhizal networks (CMNs). A CMN is 
formed when roots of different trees are physically connected by mycor-
rhizal fungi. We know CMNs exist. Scientists can produce them under 
conditions where they are visible, such as in lab experiments done in 
transparent root boxes and, given their abundance and the distances 
they can grow in soils, it is very likely fungi connect trees belowground 
in forests. The importance of mycorrhizal fungi to trees and their ability 
to connect roots is not in dispute. It is the metaphorical aspect of the 
‘wood-wide web’ that has been contentious for decades and, more re-
cently, powered a wave of public enthusiasm. This metaphor represents 
CMNs as equivalent to a forest internet, passively transferring resources 

Justine Karst, University of Alberta 

Melanie Jones, University of British 
Columbia—Okanagan 

Jason Hoeksema, University of    
Mississippi 

The ‘wood-wide web’ is a story ahead of the science 

Few ecological concepts have affect-
ed public discourse as much as the 
‘wood-wide web’. This story holds 
that all trees in a forest are physically 
connected belowground by fungi, and 
that the fungi serve as conduits for 
the flow of resources and signals 
among the networked trees. Through 
these fungal networks, ‘Mother trees’ 
recognize and warn kin of danger, 
and, in one final act of altruism, dying 
trees send pulses of resources to 
neighbors. Though widely appealing 
and massively popular, this story does 
not survive scientific scrutiny. 

Nearly two years ago, the three of us 
came together to review research 
done in the past 25 years on common 
mycorrhizal networks in forests. What 
brought each of us to the collabora-

It has been claimed that black walnut trees (Juglans nigra) possess allelopathic properties, releasing juglone, a 

chemical from their roots that is toxic to other plants. But it turns out that scientific evidence does not consist-

ently support this claim. While some studies have reported a toxic effect, others have found no such impact. Up-

on reevaluating past research, flaws in initial assumptions have been identified, raising questions about the validi-

ty of the resulting conclusions. Despite the lack of corroborating evidence, a belief in the allelopathic effects of 

black walnut trees on other plants continues to persist, as discussed in a paper published over 20 years ago1. A 

similar situation has recently arisen regarding certain claims about mycorrhizal fungi. 

This theme brings attention to a recent meta-analysis conducted by a team of researchers who examined studies 

investigating resource sharing between trees through mycorrhizal fungal networks. This analysis comes at a time 

when public interest in forests is at an all-time high, with numerous popular books and media focusing on tree 

communication and mycorrhizal networks. Although the researchers behind this meta-analysis are not based in 

the New England region, their findings have relevance to our forests2. More importantly, they underscore the iter-

ative nature of scientific inquiry and our responsibility in effectively communicating its outcomes. Forests are 

complex ecosystems, and our scientific understanding of them continually evolves as new data is collected and 

analyzed. Consequently, new discoveries and reevaluations of previous findings often require us to adjust our pri-

or conclusions. 

  

1 Jose, S., 2002. Black walnut allelopathy: current state of the science. Chemical ecology of plants: Allelopathy in aquatic 
and terrestrial ecosystems, pp.149-172. 

2 For more information on our region, see this recent publication on Mycorrhizal Fungi in Northeastern Forests. 

https://www.uvm.edu/sites/default/files/UVM-Extension-Cultivating-Healthy-Communities/forestry/resources/mycorrhizal-fungi-02a-opt.pdf
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that benefit seedlings plugging into the 
network and the concept has been ex-
tended to include transmitting warning 
signals among networked trees. It turns 
out that these claims are supported by 
little to no evidence.  

We came to this surprising conclusion af-
ter scrutinizing the literature on this top-
ic. We investigated three claims popular 
in the media: (1) CMNs are widespread in 
forests, (2) resources are transferred 
through CMNs, resulting in increased seed-
ling performance, and (3) mature trees 
preferentially send resources and defense 
signals to offspring through CMNs. We fo-
cused on field studies in forests because 
they are the most relevant to the claims; 
that is, forests are where mature trees 
grow. Some of the studies included our 
own. Scrutinizing your own studies in the 
company of other experts can be a hum-
bling experience.  

Are common mycorrhizal networks 
widespread in forests?  

Little is known about CMN structure—
which trees are connected? By which spe-
cies of fungi? How long do the connections 
last? What is the physical extent of intact 
connections? It is nearly impossible to di-
rectly observe this network; thus, re-
searchers rely on indirect mapping meth-
ods to genotype roots and individual fungi 
to deduce their connections. However, 
CMNs have been mapped in only three 
forests throughout the world, and two are 
in the same forest type: interior Douglas-
fir of British Columbia, Canada. Given the 
number of tree and fungal species world-
wide, there is currently too little infor-
mation to make conclusions on how wide-
spread CMNs are in forests.  

Do CMNs transfer resources in a way 
that benefits networked seedlings? 

The ‘wood-wide web’ metaphor ignores 
the need for mycorrhizal fungi to maxim-
ize their own fitness, which may conflict 
with the activities of their plant partners. 
It inaccurately treats fungi as passive con-
duits shuttling resources to serve the 
trees’ needs. Not only does the metaphor 
defy known fungal behaviors but it is also 
not supported by evidence. We reviewed 
26 field studies that tested whether CMNs 
transferred resources or influenced seed-
ling performance. Of note, we came 
across only two studies that evaluated 
both of these functions simultaneously. 
We found that for every study reporting 

positive effects of CMNs on resource transfer or seedling perfor-
mance (growth or survival), the results could be explained with-
out invoking CMNs. Alternative explanations, which in some cases 
had already been identified by the authors, could not be ruled 
out. Owing to these alternative explanations, definitive conclu-
sions on CMN function cannot be made. Moreover, some experi-
ments demonstrated that CMNs were not essential for below-
ground resource transfer to occur. Even ignoring the alternative 
explanations, in only 18% of past experiments did access to CMNs 
have a positive effect on seedling performance that was not can-
celled out by root competition. Neutral effects of CMNs on seed-
lings were the most common responses, though both negative and 
positive effects were also reported. Among other things, respons-
es depended on species of tree and seedling, soil type, distance 
that the seedling was planted from the tree, length of study, and 
mortality in the canopy trees. Given the context-dependency of 
seedling responses, it is not possible to generalize the results nor 
predict the responses for any single forest.  

Can mature trees recognize their kin and send them warning 
signals through CMNs?  

In short, this claim has never been tested in a forest. We could 
find no published, peer-reviewed field experiments that tested 
whether trees send alarm calls to their kin through CMNs. This 
claim seemingly rests on results from two greenhouse studies, 
each of which tested only some aspects of the claim. In the first 
study, small amounts of carbon were preferentially transferred 
between kin seedlings of some families, but CMNs were not in-
volved. In the second experiment, CMNs appeared to mediate de-
fense signaling between injured and control seedlings of different 
species; however, the effect disappeared when roots of the seed-
lings interacted, as would be the case in a forest. For both experi-
ments, it is difficult to conceive how their results could possibly 
inform outcomes in a forest. Yet, old-growth forests are often 
depicted in the popular media in demonstration of this particular 
claim. 

Were scientists vectors of misinformation?  

While it may be unsurprising that the claims were overstated, dis-
torted, and inaccurate in the popular media, we were also inter-
ested to know how scientists had interpreted research about CMNs 
in forests. Was it possible that scientists were vectors of misinfor-
mation? To explore this question, we analyzed citations in the 
scientific literature of several influential studies on CMN structure 
and function. We found that over time, the rate of inaccurate 
reporting has increased on the topic of the ‘wood-wide web’. To-
day, nearly 50% of papers citing the original studies make unsup-
ported statements. These statements often tend to overstate re-
sults and disregard confounding effects in a way that promotes 
positive effects of CMNs in forests. In other words, there is bias in 
the scientific literature that has led to the mischaracterization of 
CMNs in forests.  

For any field, it is important to periodically consolidate and re-
evaluate what is known on a topic, as we have done in our recent 
publication. Sometimes major theories need to be rejected or 
modified. Though our review is not the first on CMNs, it was done 
in response to a popular wave espousing a single narrative. This 
context is important, because popular ideas can end up influenc-
ing policies, such as those for forest management and conserva-
tion practices. Further, the distortion of evidence erodes the 
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credibility of science. The public’s trust in 
science is a relationship that must be con-
stantly nurtured and not be taken for 
granted. 

How did the story get ahead of the sci-
ence?  

Perhaps owing to its virtuousness, the 
‘wood-wide web’ story, until recently, 
had mostly evaded interrogation. The sto-
ry caught fire with the public through 
powerful storytelling by a select few. 
These stories were emotional, persuasive, 
and seductive. Trees were imbued with 
human qualities, with fungi serving their 
needs. Of course, scientists must shoulder 
some of the blame. We can only speak for 
ourselves, but looking back, we likely fell 
victim to confirmation bias. Trees cooper-
ating through belowground fungi was a 
novel and exciting concept for many of us. 
In some cases, we interpreted results in 
light of confirming the ‘wood-wide web’ 
as opposed to actively seeking to disprove 
the hypothesis. And judging from results 
of the citation analysis, others were doing 
the same. Yet, the ideas we hold most 
dear are precisely the ones that require 
the most scrutiny. This was a humbling 
lesson to learn, but here we are. While 
there are many interesting and curious 
stories to share about mycorrhizal fungi in 
forests, the idea of a ‘wood-wide web’ 
driving communication among trees should 
probably be put to rest, for a while at 
least. Stay tuned.   
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Donald Parizek receives NCSS scientist 
of the Year award 

Donald Parizek received the 2023 Na-
tional Cooperative Soil Survey Scientist 
of the Year Award. This honor is given 
annually to recognize exceptional 
achievement by NCSS scientists. Donald 
has a reputation among those who have 
worked with him over the years as an 
exceptional field soil scientist and 
someone who always puts forth maxi-
mum effort on ant project to which he 
is assigned.  
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Region wide, a campaign is underway to halt tim-
ber cutting on public lands to enable them to 
store more carbon in coming decades. Voices 
have been raised in support (Moomaw, et al., 
2019 and many others). But considerable re-
search using landscape scale analysis supports the 
idea that better management of forests is a more 
promising policy (Egan, 2022; Giffen, et al. 2022;  
Daigneault, et al. 2020;  Meyer et al. 2022). In 
several states, governor’s offices and legislatures 
are exhibiting an interest (WBUR, 2023). All of 
the states in this table have declared ambitious 
goals for reducing Carbon emissions.    

As a onetime conservation official, it naturally 
occurs to me to wonder how halting timber sales 
would affect revenues of the managing agencies.  Here is a short summary. There is no question of tal-
lying up regional totals or averages in a quick “desk study”. Some agencies do not keep records ena-
bling easy retrieval of this information, while others do. States vary in how they account for revenues 
and whether they are transferred into state General Funds or dedicated to land management work. 
Further, states vary in how they share revenues with local governments ( Payment in lieu of taxes, 
PILT). 

Compared to revenues, obtaining comparative estimates of management expenses for timber programs, 
scattered as they may be across budget lines and accounts, and designated for a range of purposes, 
would be a near impossibility. Remember the old controversy over “below-cost timber sales” on the 
National Forests? Gaps in this table are due to being unable to reach agencies by deadline. I hope to fill 
in gaps another day.    

How actively are these lands being managed, anyway? They are hardly being turned into tree farms. 
Important context on revenues is how the states vary in the areas actually allocated to active manage-

Revenues from Active Management on Northeastern State Forests 

Lloyd C. Irland  

The Irland Group 

Sources: Various state documents and interviews; some author estimates.  

Comparison of 
State Forests 

Northeastern US 

Total Forest 
Acres 

(thousands) 

Active  
Management 

(%) 

Percent of AAC 
Harvested 

Annual Timber 
Revenues (MM) 

Certifications 

Maine 636 67 53% $21.7  (2021) Dual 

New Hampshire 243 30 66 $1.5 N 

Vermont 319       N 

Massachusetts 315 40 0.5% of inventory     

Connecticut SF’s 175 78 19%   N 

     Wildlife Areas 20 100 n.a.     

Rhode Island 40 modest n.a. minimal N 

New York 800   50%   Dual 

Pennsylvania  
Game Lands 1,500 100 n.a. $7.2 N 

PA State Forests 2,200 41 83% 16.2 Dual 

A view of Maine’s Bigelow Preserve from Sugarloaf Mountain. Actively 
but conservatively managed.  Can you see it? Photo: Lloyd Irland. 
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ment, and the degree to which calcu-
lated allowable cuts are being harvest-
ed.  For all agencies for which data 
could be found, the proportion of area 
under active management is modest, 
even low in some cases. Natural forest 
growth continues over large areas. Fur-
ther, on the actively managed acres, 
calculated annual allowable cuts are 
not being reached.  So, timber and 
carbon inventory is also gaining on 
these actively managed areas.   

These lands total 6.2 million acres -- 
larger than the Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts (about 5 million acres) .  
The area includes some lands managed 
by Game agencies, and some game 
lands managed by state forest agen-
cies.  On most instances it does not 
include state parks.   

Maine’s public lands are the most re-
cently created state land system, da-
ting back to legislation in the 1970’s.  
The understanding at the time was 
that the lands would fund themselves 
by management. This is probably the 
only land system in the region required 
to do this. With its valuable timber and 
strong markets, the Maine lands bring 
in far more revenue that the far larger 
Pennsylvania state forests.   

Massachusetts has shown on its website 
for some time the carbon aspects of its 
management program. Growth in in-
ventory  over the years has led to sub-
stantial additional carbon sequestra-
tion. (Massachusetts  Bureau…) 

Pennsylvania is unusual in the North-
east because natural gas revenues 
bring in about $360 million a year from 
both agencies. A detailed carbon anal-
ysis on the State Forest lands con-
cludes: “Carbon sequestration is just 
one of the many ecosystem services 
that forests provide. However, if a 
management objective is to enhance 
carbon sequestration, it is critical to 
also consider the impacts on the other 
benefits that forest ecosystem provide 
as well as the socio-economic implica-
tions, cost effectiveness, and feasibil-
ity of implementing of forest sector 
mitigation strategies along with other 
management objectives.” (Dugan et al 

2018 p. 49). Also noteworthy is the significant timber har-
vest revenues on the Game lands.  

At the other end of the size spectrum is Rhode Island, where 
its 40,000 acres of state owned land includes 3 state forests, 
and some tracts managed jointly with Div Fish and Wildlife 
Wood harvested is often used for wood chips, mulch, and 
firewood.   

On many smaller state forest tracts, most timber operations 
probably do not produce net revenues, once all relevant in-
cremental costs are accounted for. Often, volumes removed 
are of low quality, as from improvement cuts or thinnings. 
Perhaps more importantly, many timber sales are designed 
around multiple objectives, and costs of sale preparation 
are high. Restoration projects, common in some areas, are 
often funded by grants or other sources.  

It is often suggested that allocating public land to a single 
goal of carbon storage is free. This is not true, unless you 
assume that custodial management is costless. Especially in 
heavily settled areas, sizes of tracts in public ownership are 
small and boundaries often inherited from original “metes 
and bounds” surveys. They were often assembled by pur-
chase or donation of multiple separate ownerships, each 
bringing potential access, boundary, and legacy land use is-
sues. Administrative costs of custodial management for such 
properties are not trivial, and could exceed $2.00 per acre 
per year. Other nontimber and non carbon co-benefits of 
reserved forests are real but generate no revenues and of-
ten entail significant costs, (e.g. recreation).   

In sum, whatever view you take on the issue noted at the 
outset of this article, it is useful for the public to be well 
informed on how the costs of land management get paid.  
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The Results Are In: SAF Members Vote “Yes” on Bylaws Amendment 
Published by SAF on eforester.org, June 29, 2023 

SAF voting members have approved amending the SAF bylaws to clarify SAF member eligibility and reflect a new 
membership structure. The new structure provides long-needed clarity, and more importantly, allows for greater 
inclusion in the forestry profession and engagement in SAF. The updated bylaws are available on our Organizational 
Transparency webpage. 
 
Under the restructuring amendment: 
 
Full Members and Premium Members are graduates of an SAF-accredited program/curriculum 
OR scientists or practitioners who hold an associate’s or higher degree in forestry, forest technology, or natural re-
sources. 
 
Retired Members are former Full or Premium members who are 65 years of age or older and no longer working full 
time within forestry or natural resources.* 
 
Transitional Members are within five years of graduating with a degree in forestry, forest technology, or natural 
resources. 
 
Student Members are full-time undergraduate or graduate students in forestry, forest technology, or natural re-
sources. 
 
Affiliate Members are supporters of, and/or are interested in, the fields of forestry or natural resources manage-
ment, but do not hold the educational qualifications required by other SAF membership types. 
 
International Members are individuals who reside outside of the US and work within the fields of forestry or natural 
resources management. 
 
*Please contact membership@safnet.org if you’d like to become a retired member of SAF. 
 
One of SAF’s core goals is to challenge landowners, decision makers, and society at large to make choices about our 
forests based on professional knowledge and leading-edge thinking. How we accomplish that goal depends on our 
ability to communicate and influence as an organization.  
 
By expanding membership opportunities and growing SAF’s communities nationally and locally, the Society’s reach 
and influence expands, too. SAF is now in a better position to provide the resources, conduct the advocacy efforts, 
and uphold the professional standards that are so critical to the advancement of sustainable forestry and the forest-
ry profession. 

 
 
What’s next? 
 
The new bylaws and membership 
structure will be fully implemented 
by January 1, 2024, with dues notic-
es sent on October 1, 2023. 
 
Members who joined prior to 2017 
may be enrolled in membership 
types that will be consolidated or 
otherwise modified by the restruc-
turing. In these instances, affected 
members will be sent renewal in-
voices that indicate their member-
ship type and give options to update 
their membership type as desired. 
 
More information about the SAF 
membership restructuring, including 
relevant considerations for state 
society leadership, will be available 
later this summer.   

https://www.eforester.org/Main/About/Organizational_Transparency/Main/About/OrganizationalTransparency.aspx?hkey=e305202f-8f77-402b-af89-7ada232cf2a5
https://www.eforester.org/Main/About/Organizational_Transparency/Main/About/OrganizationalTransparency.aspx?hkey=e305202f-8f77-402b-af89-7ada232cf2a5
mailto:membership@safnet.org
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Maine Division News ~ Jason Desjardin 

Events 

The black flies are biting, the mosquitos 
are aloft, and ticks are abundant - sum-
mer has finally arrived! Best of luck to all 
for a safe, productive, and enjoyable field 
season. 

SAF Fellow, Ron Lemin, organized an in-
formative field tour on May 26th in Orono 
and Bradley titled; “Invasive Plant, Insect, 
or Pathogen Workshop: Identification and 
Control Strategies”.  The well attended 
workshop offered hands-on training for 
noticing and dealing with offensive plants 
and critters in their non-native habitats.  
Several control strategies were discussed 
and demonstrated. Participants were able 
to observe invasive plants in adjacency 
with things like Spongey and Browntail 
moth as well as the barely understood, 
yet quickly spreading, Beech Leaf Disease. 

Missed the educational and networking 
opportunity in May? Not to worry, more 
field tours and workshops are on tap!  
Check out what our Members-at-Large 
have been busy organizing.  Feel free to 
sign up with the paper mailing you re-
ceived or follow this link to register 
online.  Mark your calendars and please 
join us at these upcoming events: 

• Land Trust Forestry & Hancock Lum-
ber Mill Tour.  July 27th in Casco. 

• A Visit to Holt Research Forest.  Au-
gust 11th in Arrowsic. 

• Bridge Construction and Stream Cross-
ings for Foresters.  October 6th in 
Brownville. 

The date and theme are also set for our 
annual meeting!  Please join us on the 
Orono campus on October 10th as we take 
you on “A Journey of Forest Health and 
Silviculture: Reflecting on the Past to 
Guide Management in the Future”.   

 

Student Chapter 

The University of Maine student SAF chap-
ter identified their upcoming core leader-
ship team before summer break, so please 
join us in recognizing a new cohort of 
leaders who will undoubtably make mean-
ingful contributions to forestry.  The stu-
dent leaders are: Tyler Locke, Reg Clarke, 
Ashley Carter, and Jackson Varley.   

Three SAF student members received scholarships funded by 
Maine SAF in recognition of their leadership of the student chap-
ter as well.  The students were:  Stephanie Wilsey, Eric Mcpher-
son, and Peter Breigenzer.  Congratulations!   

 

What’s new with Carbon? 

A neat, news worthy tidbit coming from the carbon and climate 
space that you may find interesting is a newly developed Basal 
Area to Carbon Calculator.  The calculator was developed by Mas-
sachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation, and made 
available at the Securing Northeast Forest Carbon Program web-
site.  The calculator estimates above and below ground live tree 
carbon in trees one inch or greater with two simple variables; 
your project ecoregion subsection, and the basal area for the 
stand or forest you wish to estimate carbon in.  Follow this link to 
check it out. 

Beech leaf disease as viewed from underside of leaf.  
Bradley, Maine. 

https://nesaf.org/about-us/divisions-chapters/maine-division/
https://www.northeastforestcarbon.org/forest-carbon-estimators-and-calculators/
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either browning or dropping entirely. The species most impacted 
were American beech, red oak, white ash, and staghorn sumac. 
Many of these trees have sent out new leaves, although these may 
be smaller or lighter in color, making forest canopies look less full 
this year. (VT FPR). 

Workshop on mycorrhizal fungi in northeastern forests 

On Tuesday, June 6, Dartmouth College student researchers Eva 
Legge and Amelia Fitch, in collaboration with UVM Extension As-
sistant Professor Ali Kosiba and Professor Tony D’Amato, led a 
workshop focused on understanding the current state of research 
on mycorrhizal fungi in the northeast. The workshop, which took 
place on the UVM campus, began with an overview of the im-
portance of these fungi to forest function and common tree-
fungal associations. The leaders then summarized the current 
state of research and shared the status of a current research pro-
ject taking place in the eastern part of the state, and the day 
ended with time for discussion. 

 

Vermont passes state 30 by 30 legislation 

Vermont bill H.126 was introduced in late 2022 to establish state 
goals of conserving 30 percent of the land in the state by 2030 
and 50 percent by 2050. The bill was approved by the state senate 
and house, and in June 2023 Governor Phil Scott allowed it to be-
come law without his signature. The first portion of the goal 
tracks with the national “30 by 30” executive order, but goes one 
step further, by calling to conserve 50% of the land in the state by 
2050. Conserved lands will have permanent protection from con-
version of natural land cover, and the bill further separates con-
served land into three categories, without stating how much land 
should fall into each category: Ecological Reserve Areas, where 
natural ecological processes are allowed to proceed with minimal 
interference, Biodiversity Conservation Areas, which are managed 
for the primary goal of sustaining species or habitats, and Natural 
Resource Management Areas, which may support long-term sus-
tainable forest management or agriculture use. Next steps will 
involve an inventory of VT’s conserved lands and a plan for adding 
to these to meet the new goals.  

NESAF 2024 Winter Meeting 

The Green Mountain Division has been 
hard at work beginning to plan next year’s 
winter meeting. Save the date for March 
27-29, 2024. The meeting will be held at 
the Hilton DoubleTree Hotel in Burlington, 
VT. More details to come soon! 

 

Danielle Fitzko appointed as commis-
sioner of Department of Forest, Parks, 
and Recreation (FPR) 

Danielle (Danny) Fitzko has worked at FPR 
since 2003, most recently serving as direc-
tor of forests beginning in 2019, and acted 
as interim commissioner starting January 
2023 after previous commissioner Michael 
Snyder stepped down. “I am grateful for 
the chance to serve as commissioner and 
look forward to continuing to collaborate 
with FPR's brilliant and hardworking 
team,” said Commissioner Fitzko. “With a 
deep-rooted passion for Vermont’s for-
ests, the mission and people of FPR, and 
public service, I am excited to help stew-
ard Vermont's natural environment and 
connect people to them on behalf of the 
people of Vermont.” (VT FPR) 

 

Late Season Forest Damage 

On May 17-18, unseasonably cold temper-
atures occurred across the state, with 
lows hitting the lower 20s in some areas. 
In conjunction with this event, many tree 
species experienced earlier leaf-out than 
in recent years, leading to vulnerable 
young leaves being damaged by frost and 

Green Mountain Division News ~ Jess Wikle 

 

List Your Job Opening on NESAF.org 
 

• NESAF accepts job listings from members and non-members, and posts them on our 

website as a service to NESAF members. 

• There is no cost to post job listings on the site. 

• Job listings are posted for 45 days, then automatically removed. 

• Please resubmit the listing in 45 days if the positions is still open. 

• When approved your listing will appear on the Job Board 

https://nesaf.org/category/job-listings/
https://nesaf.org/category/job-listings/
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Granite State Division News ~ Stephen Eisenhaure 

Update From The Granite State Chair, 
Alexa Kosalek: 

The Granite State Division of the Society 
of American Foresters has been busy this 
spring. In addition to the regular discus-
sions about education, legislation, sci-
ence, and technology, the Executive Com-
mittee has engaged with some additional 
exciting projects this year.  

The Good Forestry in the Granite State: 
Recommended Voluntary Forest Manage-
ment Practices for New Hampshire, is go-
ing through an official review process over 
the next year. The goal of the review pro-
cess will be to add chapters and revise 
existing chapters in the guide. The EC has 
nominated a GSD SAF member to serve on 
the steering committee. 

The EC has had discussions surrounding 
student involvement at local SAF events, 
which has led to discussions about what 
the GSD SAF can do to increase student 
involvement. This is an ongoing topic of 
conversation within the EC. One of the 
ways that the GSD SAF offers continuous 
student support is through student intern-
ship scholarships. The EC has the pleasure 
of awarding three $1,000 student scholar-

ships this spring. The annual scholarship program is open to all for-
est-based businesses and organizations in NH and is used to support 
a summer internship for a UNH student in forestry or a related ma-
jor. This year’s scholarships were awarded to Forest Resource Con-
sultants (FORECO) and the Forest Society.  

Finally, the 2023 Forest Health Workshop hosted by UNH Extension 
and NH Division of Forest & Lands will take place in the southern 
portion of NH this year. The date will be in September. More infor-
mation will be available through UNH Cooperative Extensions web-
site soon. 

 

Forest Health Notes 

Unusual Frost Event 

On May 18th we had an unprecedented frost event.  Although a 
number of hardwood species showed signs from this, the oaks in 
most regions of NH were severely affected. The small emerging 
leaves were killed and a second set of foliage is being pro-
duced.  Most oaks will be fully leafed out by the first of July but 
areas recently hit by spongy moth are struggling. Forests in the 
Conway, Concord, Boscawen and Henniker regions look to have 
more mortality than most. 

Beech Leaf Disease 

It has been noted that the worst infestation of Beech Leaf Disease 
in the state, at Bear Brook State Park, has expanded exponentially 
beyond the approximately three-acre area that it was isolated to 
last year. Other locations where it has been found, notably in 
Durham, have grown from infections in a few trees last year to af-
flicted trees now numbering in the hundreds. Like other areas of 
the country where BLD has been found, it’s likely that mortality 
will occur in trees already otherwise stressed.  

More information on these and other forest health topics: 
www.NHBugs.org 

Upcoming events and publications:  

• NESAF hosted white oak silviculture tour, late August, Bos-
cawen, Allenstown, NH. Details to be announced. 

• GSDSAF hosted forest health workshop, early September. De-
tails to be announced.  

• Eastern Old Growth Conference, September 21-23, Geneva 
Point Center, Moultonborough NH. 

• Northeast Silviculture Institute’s module on Forest Carbon and 
Resiliency. Locations in Massachusetts, October 11-12. Further 
details to be announced. 

• The newest NH Guide for Timber Harvesting laws will be re-
leased shortly; internet search “NHWoods.org”. 

• Reach out to Steven.Roberge@unh.edu to give input via a sur-
vey on the upcoming update to Good Forestry in the Granite 
State. 

Open positions in the state: 

• Strafford/Belknap NH County Forester position with UNH Coop-
erative Extension.  

Are you #social? 

NESAF is             

looking                  

for a                     

Social Media              

Coordinator. 

Interested?  

Contact 
diana.frederick66@gmail.com 

for more  

information. 

 

http://www.NHBugs.org
https://extension.unh.edu/event/2023/09/eastern-old-growth-forest-conference
mailto:Steven.Roberge@unh.edu
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fextension.unh.edu%2Fblog%2F2023%2F05%2Funh-extension-seeks-field-specialist-forest-resources%3Futm_source%3DAdaptiveMailer%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3DForesters%26org%3D785%26lvl%3D10
mailto:diana.frederick66@gmail.com
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Healey-Driscoll Administration Launches New 
“Forests as Climate Solutions” Initiative 

The Healey-Driscoll Administration announced 
on June 7, 2023 (Press Release), a new initiative 
to ensure that Massachusetts’ forests are man-
aged to optimize carbon sequestration to miti-
gate climate change. Harvesting on all state 
owned lands will remain in a moratorium for 
another six months. During this time, the admin-
istration will review management practices and 
develop climate oriented management practices 
to be implemented on state lands. These guide-
lines will be developed by an expert panel, in-
cluding:  

• Rich Birdsey, Woodwell Climate Research Center 

• Paul Catanzaro, UMass Extension Forester and Profes-
sor 

• Tony D'Amato, UVM Director of Forestry and Professor 

• David Foster, Highstead Foundation/Harvard Forest 

• Ali Kosiba, UVM Extension Forester and Assistant Pro-
fessor 

• Meghan MacLean, UMass Lecturer in Quantitative Ecol-
ogy 

• Laura Marx, The Nature Conservancy (Massachusetts 
Chapter) 

• William Moomaw, Woodwell Climate Research Center/
Tufts 

• Todd Ontl, Northern Institute of Applied Climate Sci-
ence (NIACS) 

• Chris Riely, Consulting Forester at Sweet Birch Consult-
ing 

• Jen Shakun, New England Forestry Foundation 

• Jonathan Thompson, Harvard Forest 

Additionally, the initiative will seek to incentiv-
ize forest management efforts on private lands 
and municipalities for climate resiliency and 
carbon storage as well as the use of Massachu-
setts wood products locally.  

Massachusetts is required to achieve net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. Land conser-
vation goals, as outlined in the Clean Energy and 
Climate Plan for 2050, include conserving 30% of 
land in the Commonwealth by 2030 and 40% by 
2050. This new initiative will focus funding ef-
forts to reach these goals. In addition, a forest 
reserves group will be formed to establish re-
serve guidelines for private and state lands for 
carbon sequestration and biodiversity. 

 

 

DCR Forest Health Field Walk Series 

The DCR Forest Health program is offering free educational forest 
health walk’s across the state throughout July. Topics covered 
include beech leaf disease, spongy moth, emerald ash borer, 
southern pine beetle, eastern white pine decline, hemlock woolly 
adelgid and elongate hemlock scale. MCA, ISA CEU credits, MA 
Licensed Forester CFE’s and MA Licensed Timber Harvester credits 
available upon request. Space is limited, RSVP to Tom Prior for 
additional information: Thomas.prior@mass.gov. The following 
dates and locations are as follows: 

• Wompatuck State Park, Hingham, MA, Friday, July 7, 9am-11am 

• Bradley Palmer State Park, Topsfield, MA, Friday, July 14, 9am-
11am 

• Mt Tom State Reservation, Holyoke, MA, Friday, July 21, 9am-11am 

• Myles Standish State Forest, Carver, MA, Friday, July 28, 9am-
11am 

Beech Leaf Disease 

Beech Leaf Disease was first detected in Plymouth, MA in 2020. It 
is widespread throughout Cape Cod and is continuing to spread 
statewide. A nematode infests the leaves of the tree, causing 
them to have dark banding, eventually the leaves curl and die. 
DCR Forest Health is requesting citizens to help them track the 
spread by filling out an online form when you encounter it: Beech 
Leaf Disease Survey.  

 

Massachusetts Chapter News ~ Joelle Vautour 

https://www.mass.gov/news/healey-driscoll-administration-launches-new-climate-focused-forestry-initiative
mailto:Thomas.prior@mass.gov
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/36683fb84d264f97b9065d5cc994d6c1
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/36683fb84d264f97b9065d5cc994d6c1
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Connecticut Master Woodland Manager 
(MWM) Program 

Applications are being accepted for the 
next session beginning September 2023. 
This year-long program provides woodland 
owners and managers, including land trust 
staff/volunteers, with the knowledge and 
skills that they need to make the right 
decisions for their woodland that can help 
enhance their lives and help wildlife and 
the environment. This is a flexible, inter-
active experience that provides both vir-
tual and field learning opportunities. Pro-
gram partners include Connecticut Forest 
& Park Association, DEEP, UConn Exten-
sion, Audubon Connecticut, Connecticut 
Land Conservation Council, and CT Agri-
cultural Experiment Station, and is funded 
by the US Forest Service. Learn more and 
apply at https://ctwoodlands.org/our-
work/learn/adult-learners/master-
woodland-manager/  

 

24th Annual CT Greenway Awards 

In June at Hammonasset Beach State 
Park, CT Forester Eric Hansen was award-
ed a Greenway Award for his significant 
contributions to the promotion, develop-
ment and enhancement of greenways in 

Connecticut Chapter News ~ Amanda Bunce 

Connecticut. Eric is a principle of Ferrucci and Walicki, LLC con-
sulting forestry company, and plays an integral role throughout 
Connecticut in forestry practices as well as future planning and 
land use. Eric engages Junior Young Foresters of CT to continue 
the training and expertise of young adults integrating into the 
field of forestry as well as other major stakeholders in the state. 
Eric works with Eversource Energy, First Light Power, Audubon, CT 
DEEP, individual municipalities, as well as numerous NGOs. He is 
always finding opportunities to advance good stewardship of for-
ests in a variety of ways throughout the state.  

 

McLean Game Refuge 

Director Connor Hogan updates us on a slash wall incorporated 
into the operations of a wildlife-driven timber harvest at McLean. 
As a wildlife sanctuary with no hunting, deer are understandably 
abundant and destructive. So when we needed to move forward 
with a larger early successional habitat project, they partnered 
with the CT Agricultural Experiment Station to lay out a slash wall 
and establish regeneration monitoring plots inside and outside the 
wall. CAES is now monitoring it along with a few other slash wall 
sites around the state. Check out other exciting conservation and 
research projects at McLean at mcleancare.org/game-refuge/. 

 

Securing Northeast Forest Carbon 

Thanks to the work of William Van Doren of the Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation and Recreation, a new simple-to-use 
forest carbon calculator is available at the Securing Northeast 
Forest Carbon Program website. With the basal area and ecore-
gion of a given forest, the calculator provides outputs in metric 
tons of carbon and carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e) and compari-
sons of your forest to others in the ecoregion subsection area. For 
more information about this and other Securing Northeast Forest 
Carbon projects visit https://www.northeastforestcarbon.org/ or 
contact the Connecticut Carbon Coordinator Andrea Urbano, Ser-
vice Forester, CT Dept. of Energy and Environmental Protection – 
Andrea.Urbano@ct.gov  

 

New staff and board members at Connwood Foresters, Inc.  

Zach Marciniec and Nate Ralston joined the staff of Connwood 
Foresters, Inc. in June.  Marciniec is a 2023 graduate of the Uni-
versity of Vermont and interned with the CT DEEP Forestry De-
partment.  He became a certified SFPH while still a student at 
UVM.  Ralston is a 2023 graduate of Paul Smith's College and in-
terned with the MDC in Barkhamsted.  Ralston is a member of the 
Connecticut Invasive Plant Working Group.  At Connwood's 2023 
annual meeting, Lori Lichtenauer, who succeeded Nate Gosselin 
as manager, was elected treasurer of the board of managers.  At 
the same meeting, Peter Connorton, Michelle Haines, and Bill Hull 
were elected to three year terms on the board of managers.  Star 
Childs was elected secretary and Tim Hawley was elected chair of 
the board of managers.  Hawley also serves as Connwood's interim 
president.  Peter Lesmerises, Steve Owens, and Nate Gosselin, 
each part-time, round out Connwood's staff.  

 

 

Master Woodland Managers learn to 
assess their forests through online lec-
tures and field work. Photo: E. Mer-
row. 

https://ctwoodlands.org/our-work/learn/adult-learners/master-woodland-manager/
https://ctwoodlands.org/our-work/learn/adult-learners/master-woodland-manager/
https://ctwoodlands.org/our-work/learn/adult-learners/master-woodland-manager/
mcleancare.org/game-refuge/
https://www.northeastforestcarbon.org/
mailto:andrea.urbano@ct.gov
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Connecticut News, cont.  

Update on chestnuts 

Almost 15 years ago, Dr. Sandra Anagnostakis, of the CT Agricultural Experiment Station, planted a selection of 
chestnut hybrids on Hallie Metzger’s family property in Goshen. Each year the family watched them flourish, 
cheering them on, hoping they would beat the chestnut blight that lives in the soil. This year it hit and wiped 
the stand out. This is a sad story but it’s part of the process as we look for options for chestnut conservation. If 
you have new or improved chestnut options and ideas, please share them with the NESAFNQ or your CT corre-
spondent (Amanda.bunce@uconn.edu). It will help families like Hallie’s who wish to keep trying!  

Chestnuts thriving in Oct. 2022 (left), and suffering from chestnut blight in May, 2023 (right). Photo: H. 
Metzger. 

mailto:Amanda.bunce@uconn.edu
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Rhode Island Chapter News ~ Chris Modisette 

Hans Bergey Recognized 

This spring was a busy time for SAF mem-
ber Hans Bergey of Hope, Rhode Island. In 
May the Rhode Island Forest Conservators 
Organization (RIFCO) recognized Mr. Ber-
gey with a Lifetime Achievement Award. 
And in June, the Hope Associates recog-
nized Mr. Bergey with the dedication of 
the Hans Bergey Grove at their Trott-
Perry Forest. 

Mr. Bergey started his forestry career at 
Providence Water in 1959, following his 
graduation from Penn State and the Yale 
Forestry School. For the past 63 years he’s 
been actively involved in all manners of 
the forestry community in RI, especially 
with the RI Tree Farm Program and the 
Society of American Foresters. A mentor 
for many of the foresters that have 
worked in RI, RIFCO honored him with this 
first ever-special recognition.  

As a member of the Society of American 
Foresters (SAF) since 1956, Hans has been 
active in SAF affairs at the National, Re-
gional and State levels. His peers have 
recognized his commitment to both SAF 
and the forestry profession through the 
following awards:   

• Yankee Division Outstanding Forester 
Award, 1990; 

• Elected SAF Fellow by his New Eng-
land peers in 2000;  

• New England Society of American For-
esters Distinguished Service Award, 
2004;  

• National SAF Presidential Field Forest-
er Award for District 6, 2014. 

 

Rhode Island Woods Operator’s Organi-
zation 

The newly reborn RI Woods Operator's Or-
ganization (RIWOO) with assistance from 
the Rhode Island Forest Conservators and 
support of the Rhode Island Tree Farm 
Program submitted legislation to the 
Rhode Island Legislature entitled the For-
est Parity Act – H5784. The act proposed 
to put forest operations on par with farm 
operations with regard to sales tax and 
environmental regulations, applying to all 
sorts of forest-related businesses, includ-
ing arborists. 

 

 

Rhode Island Forest Conservation Act 

The Rhode Island Forest Conservation Act was signed into law in 
August 2021. Its first meetings in 2022/2023 focused on develop-
ing a sound definition of Old Growth Forests in response to pro-
posed legislation to set aside large areas of public land to pro-
mote old-growth characteristics, aka pro-forestation. SAF position 
statements on these topics have been submitted to the Commis-
sion as part of its deliberations. SAF members Marc Tremblay and 
Christopher Riely are member of the Commission. 

 

The Old Growth Forest Preservation Act (H7066) 

Proposed legislation dealing with Old Growth Forest preservation 
was submitted to the 2023 session of the RI Legislature. The Act, 
if adopted, would prohibit the cutting, timber harvesting, or al-
tering of old-growth forests, American beech forests, yellow birch 
forests, sugar maple forests, Atlantic white cedar forests, black 
tupelo forests, American hornbeam forests and American hophorn-
beam forests on state-and municipal-owned land. 

The bill defines “old growth forests” as forests that are at least 
100 years old. It would require developers to survey for old 
growth forests before any building takes place to ensure no ma-
ture forest is destroyed. A representative of the Old Growth For-
est Network largely prepared the bill. 

 

 

Hans Bergey at the dedication of the Hans Bergey Grove with 
Hope associates. Pictured from left to right are Marc Tremblay, 
Chris Modisette, Hans Bergey, Paul Dolan, Bill Fortune, and 
Rich Blodgett.  
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Rhode Island News, cont.  

 

Beech Leaf Disease  

The Rhode Island Department of Environ-
mental Management (DEM) is advising the 
public that Beech Leaf Disease (BLD) has 
spread rapidly throughout the state and 
was officially confirmed in all five RI 
counties in 2022. BLD was first detected 
in southwestern Rhode Island in 2020.  

 

Forest Fires 

The Nature Conservancy’s Queen’s River 
Preserve was the origin for the biggest 
wildfire in Rhode Island since 1942. April’s 
fire burned 238 acres, 45 of which be-
longed to The Nature Conservancy as part 
of the Queens’s River. The remaining 
woodland involved in the fire were state-
managed lands and private lands. State 
investigators suspect an abandoned camp-
fire on the preserve was the cause of the 
blaze. The fire came to within 100 feet of 
nearby residential homes, but there were 
no reported injuries. State Forestry offi-
cials indicated that this was the worst 
brush fire in Rhode Island since May 1942.   

RI Forest Health Works Regional Conservation Partnership Pro-
gram (RCPP) Project  

The RI Forest Health Works Regional Conservation Partnership Pro-
gram (RCPP) Project recently accepted applications for funding 
for fiscal year 2023. This RCPP project is an agreement between 
the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), the 
Rhode Island Department of Environmental Managements - Divi-
sion of Forest Environment (RIDEM) and 10 conservation partners 
to leverage over $3.9M in five years under the 2021 RCPP to per-
manently protect over 2,000 acres of critical, privately owned 
forest lands to combat fragmentation and improve wildlife habi-
tat.  

This project targets forests statewide that are under the greatest 
land use change pressure. Parcels conserved through conservation 
easements in this project are assessed and chosen based on crite-
ria from partner organizations, including (but not limited to) GIS 
layers, the State Wildlife Action Plan, TNC Resiliency data, Con-
servation Opportunity Areas and RINHS Natural Heritage Data. 

The state-wide scope of the project is directly correlated to the 
priority areas for the cooperative forestry programs within the 
RIDEM: particularly Stewardship, Forest Health and Forest Legacy. 
This is laid out in the 2020 State Forest Action Plan and the Leg-
acy Assessment of Need. 

http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/forestry/forest-action-plan/index.php


 

Page 24 NESAF News Quarterly 

NESAF Policy Updates ~ Susan Romano 

With topics ranging from professional forester licensing to climate change, SAF Division policy chairs and repre-
sentatives report legislative activities throughout New England. 

 

Granite State Division Policy Update, Don Floyd, Granite State Division SAF Policy Chair 

Forester Licensing 

Governor Sununu’s 2023 budget proposed the eliminating 34 professional licenses and eight professional boards 
including the Board of Forestry.  This would have eliminated professional licensure for foresters and natural scien-
tists in New Hampshire. 

Working with partner organizations New Hampshire Timberland Owners Association and the Society for Protection 
of New Hampshire Forests, many Granite State Division members contacted their local representatives to express 
their concerns. 

In March, the House Finance Committee voted to remove the proposed professional licensing language for forest-
ers and several other professions. Their recommendation eventually cleared the House and later the Senate. As a 
result, professional licensing requirements for foresters in New Hampshire remain unchanged. 

Low Grade Timber and Wood Emerging Market Commission 

In fall, 2022, the New Hampshire legislature established a low-grade timber and wood emerging market commis-
sion. Granite State Division is a member of the commission and our representative is Pete Howland. The Commis-
sion has met several times and listened to presentations from the State Forester, forest business consultants, mil-
lers and project developers.  The Commission plans to begin working on its report to the legislature this summer. 

 

Maine Division Policy Update, Adam Daigneault, Maine SAF Policy Chair 

At the time of drafting this update, the Maine Legislature is about a week away from wrapping up for the year. 
This session featured a number of bills of interest to MESAF members, covering topics such as forest policy devel-
opment, current use taxation, wildlife management, and indigenous governance. As with every session, there 
were several proposed bills related to changing the tree growth tax law and allowing Sunday hunting, but none of 
them appeared to gain any traction. State lawmakers also proposed to allow the Wabanaki tribes in Maine to ben-
efit from more federal laws as well as a tribal sovereignty bill, both of which could have implications for Maine’s 
forests. The federal laws bill is still under debate, but the issue on tribal sovereignty was carried over to the 2024 
session. One bill of interest that did pass was “An Act to Facilitate Stakeholder Input Regarding Forest Policy in 
Maine,” which established a 10 person board to advise and assist the Maine Forest Service in the development and 
implementation of the state’s forest action plan. All members must be appointed by the Governor, and at least 
one member must be a professional forester.  

 

Massachusetts Chapter Update, Bill Hill, Massachusetts SAF Policy Representative 

Carbon, Climate and Forestry Practices to be Reviewed by New MA Administration 

Newly elected MA Governor Healey promised in her campaign to examine the relationship of forest management 
and carbon and climate and act accordingly. She also promised to halt harvesting on state lands until the study is 
complete. The administration is now effectively fulfilling those promises - see attached press release. The har-
vesting halt is a "hard" six months in which the study is to be completed. Many forestry advocates are concerned 
that this will lead to a significant increase in reserve land which will be taken from those lands currently dedicat-
ed to active forest management. There is a cross section of forestry and carbon experts on a committee that will 
review the science on this topic. SAF Members Tony D'Amato, Paul Catanzaro, and Jennifer Shakun are the com-
mittee in addition to proforestation advocate William Moomaw. There is also a so called stakeholders group con-
vened that includes foresters, sawmill owners and other forest industry individuals to simultaneously discuss the 
issues. 
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4th Northeast/Mid-Atlantic SAF Leadership Academy 
By Kenneth M. Laustsen 

The three state societies of New England, New York, and Allegheny are again offering leadership train-
ing to NESAF members.  The Academy is scheduled to be held at Grey Towers, Milford, PA and will 
begin on Wednesday, November 15, 2023, at 10 AM and run through to Friday, November 17, 2023, end-
ing at Noon. 

The academy focuses on 3 goals: 1) improving the ability of future SAF members to lead or work in 
teams, which are often separated by distance, to reach common goals; 2) reinvigorating local SAF units 
by training future leaders; and 3) teaching proven effective collaboration methods in organization man-
agement. 

NESAF has six guaranteed slots, one for each of its individual states, plus there will be a waiting list 
available for potential additional seats that can be filled by NESAF members on a first come-first served 
basis.  Total attendance at the Academy is capped at 25 attendees.  Training is being provided by Tom 
Davidson, Leadership Nature, who has been the primary instructor in the three previous academies. 

The current anticipated registration fee is $350, pending approval of a SAF Foresters’ Fund Grant.  If 
the Forester’s Fund Grant is not approved, then the registration fee will increase to $550 to maintain a 
balanced budget.  Additional expenses for each attendee will include travel to Milford, PA, and lodging. 

If you are interested in attending, please contact your respective state chair to be submitted as a can-
didate.  For more information or questions, contact Kenneth M. Laustsen at kalaustsen@twc.com or  
207-616-4382. 

New Northeast Silviculture Institute for Foresters forest carbon/climate 
adaptation 2-day training module in October 

In 2017 and 2018, the Northeast Silviculture Institute 
for Foresters held 10 days of graduate level training 
(each year) on various silviculture topics for the for-
est types in the northeast U.S. Hundreds of north-
eastern foresters attended the training modules. 
Those 10 days of training were all filmed and are 
still available.  See all the Northeast Silviculture In-
stitute for Foresters materials at  
https://www.northeastsilvicultureinstitute.org/ 
 
On October 11-12, in western Massachusetts, a new 
2-day graduate level Institute training session for 
foresters on forest carbon and climate adapta-
tion will be held. As with the original Institute mod-
ules, only 50 seats will be available, but the training 
will be filmed and made available online. For more 
information or to get on an email distribution list for 
the official announcement and registration access 
for the training if you are a forester, send an email 
to Charles Levesque at levesque@inrsllc.com.  

Upcoming Events 

mailto:kalaustsen@twc.com
https://www.northeastsilvicultureinstitute.org/
mailto:lesveque@inrsllc.com
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2023 NESAF Silvicultural Field Tour   
August 25, 2023 

The 2023 NESAF Silvicultural Field Tour will be held in 
Southern New Hampshire. 

The tour will continue the conversation on white oak, 
initiated at the 2023 Annual Winter Meeting. 

Questions? Feel free to contact joseph.barsky@ct.gov 

 

Women Forester Collaborative 
Gathering 

September 16–17, 2023 

Camp Kehoe in Castleton, VT 

Contact Tessa McGann at tessacmcgann@gmail.com for more 
information. 

 

2023 SAF National Convention  
October 25-28, 2023 

Sacramento, CA 

Visit safconvention.org for schedule and more information. 

Save the Date!  

2023 NESAF Winter Meeting 
March 27-29, 2024 

Hilton DoubleTree Hotel in Burlington, VT  

 

From the Rocking Chair 

By Kenneth Laustsen 

NESAF Historian 

Thanks to multiple donations of individuals and 
prior News Quarterly Editors, I currently have 
quite a collection of old News Quarterly issues, 
many of which are multiple copies. 

If anybody has a special interest in a certain issue 
and would like to obtain a paper copy, please 
contact me with the issue number or the date, 
and if I have it, I would be willing to mail a copy 
to you. Contact me at kalaustsen@twc.com or 
207-616-4382. 

mailto:joseph.barsky@ct.gov.
mailto:tessacmcgann@gmail.com
safconvention.org
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It is a pleasure to have been “passed the torch” and assume the role of Newsletter Edi-

tor of the News Quarterly. A key attribute of any successful organization is effective 

communication, both in timeliness and detail. I look forward to maintaining the NESAF 

News Quarterly as one of the highest-quality newsletters coming from SAF local units 

across the country. 

 

As for me, my day job is forest analytics consultant with Arbor Custom Analytics, a firm I 

began in 2019. Since last summer I’ve been in my consulting role on a full time basis 

since moving back to Maine from Minnesota where I conducted forestry research, teach-

ing, and Extension work for eight years. I’ve been told I’m a “boomeranger” of sorts, 

having lived in Maine in the past. I worked for the Cooperative Forestry Research Unit at 

the University of Maine in 2008, then was a graduate student there, finishing a PhD program in 2012. It’s a pleasure 

being back in New England and was great reconnecting with many familiar faces and meeting new ones at the 

NESAF Annual Meeting in Nashua and at other venues. My wife and I live in Etna, ME. For people that don’t recog-

nize the town (which is most), it’s about 20 minutes west of Bangor. Exit 167 off I-95! When I’m not at work I can 

be found chasing my springer spaniel around the woods, watching baseball, or running the roads of central Maine in 

an attempt not to embarrass myself again at the Millinocket Marathon this December.  

 

We all need to send a big THANK YOU to J.P. Barsky for his eight years of dedication to this newsletter. Eight years 

is a deep commitment to any role, and J.P has been the cornerstone of many of NESAF’s communication efforts. 

During his time he has been the connection between the NESAF Executive Board, chapter and division leaders, and 

the NESAF members and foresters who call New England home. He has incorporated diverse perspectives and topics 

on the pages of each issue and led the transition of the News Quarterly to a digital-only format. He’s also done 

more than enough to ensure a smooth transition to me as I step into this role. I will take him up on his offer that 

“retired editors never really go away”, and suspect I will continue to learn from him in the near future throughout 

this transition. Many thanks, J.P.!   

 

As for now, we’ll continue to use the newsletter’s dedicated email address for correspondence with NESAF and 

chapter/division leadership and members wishing to contribute content (nesafnq@gmail.com). If you have ideas for 

newsletter content and things you would enjoy seeing, don’t hesitate to send an email! I would love to hear NESAF 

member thoughts on the newsletter and what it means to communicate with members in 2023 and beyond. Signing 

off now – see you next time in the October issue! ~Matt 

Newsletter Editor Transition  

J.P. Barsky and Matt Russell 

Were you to ask me how it was to be the editor of this publication, fun is probably not the 
first word you’d expect to hear from me, but it’s the answer I would give. It has been fun. 
Really fun. This experience has given me opportunities to acquire new skills, collaborate 
with amazing individuals, attend a snowy leadership academy in Pennsylvania, compete at a 
trivia night in Nashua with fellow EC members, develop friendships with fellow foresters 
throughout New England, gain a better understanding of the inner workings of NESAF, and 
even crash a few alumni socials. Seriously, it’s been a blast! Of course, there were a few 
challenges along the way, and reflecting on them, I realize they were opportunities for 
growth. They are valuable teachers. There have also been several rewarding moments as 
well, such as hearing your words of encouragement from time to time. Thank you for taking 
the time to offer your support, it was appreciated! 
 

It was a pleasure to serve NESAF, and I thank you for allowing me to do it for so long! Our new editor, Matt Russell, 
is eager to dig into his new role, and I’ve extended my support to him. I look forward to seeing how he improves 
our publication and am sure you’ll be as supportive of him as you were with me when I started. The email ac-
count, nesafnq@gmail.com is now in his hands, so please feel free to drop him a note! 
 
I hope you all have a great summer, and I look forward to continuing to serve NESAF in the future. By the way, if 
you haven’t had the opportunity to volunteer with NESAF or any of our local chapters, what are you waiting for? 
There are plenty of opportunities to serve, and you will likely get more out of the experience than you thought! 
 
Kind regards, 
J.P. 
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