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Managing Oak to Improve Resiliency 
News Quarterly Science Theme – Dr. Alexandra Kosiba, Theme Editor 

Southern New England’s oak forests are ecologically significant, socially important, and 
predominantly privately owned. Despite their prominence, these woodlands face 
mounting challenges from changing land use, limited management on small parcels, 
overabundant deer, invasive species, and the intensifying impacts of climate change. 
Because oaks dominate much of the region’s forested landscape, these threats carry 
outsized ecological and economic consequences. At the same time, shifting landowner 
motivations call for new approaches to forest stewardship. This issue’s Science Theme 
article highlights recent efforts to understand and address these complex challenges 
through applied research, innovative tools, and collaborative outreach aimed at sus-
taining oak-dominated forests in a changing environment. 

Read the article on page 10. 

Bringing together natural resource professionals and landowners to learn about oak resiliency in southern 
New England (Photo: Christopher Riely).  
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NESAF Executive Committee Members 

Chair: J.P. Barsky 
Joseph.Barsky@ct.gov  

 
Chair-Elect: Paul Szwedo 

paul.szwedo@vermont.gov  
 

Past Chair: Mark Ashton 
mark.ashton@yale.edu 

 
SAF D6 Director: Tom Martin 

tdm4ester@aol.com 
 

Secretary: Nan Pond 
nan@rubiconcarbon.com 

 
Treasurer: Donn Downey 
Donn@forestmetrix.com 

 
Canada: Vacant 

 
CT: Frank Cervo 

frank.cervo@ct.gov 
 

MA: Joelle Vautour 
joelle.vautour@gmail.com  

 
ME: Carol Redelsheimer 

carol.redelsheimer@gmail.com 
 

NH: Ted Howard  
Ted.Howard@unh.edu 

RI/Elections Coordinator: Paul Dolan 
pcdolan1@verizon.net  

 
VT: Jess Wikle 

jessica.wikle@uvm.edu  
 

Science/Tech Chair: Ali Kosiba 
alexandra.kosiba@uvm.edu  

 
Membership Chair: Susan Francher 

francher@comcast.net  
 

Policy Chair: Vacant 
 

NESAF Archivist & Awards Chair: 
Ken Laustsen 

sourdough1952@gmail.com 
 

Grants Chair: Mel Harder 
mel.harder@snet.net  

 
CFE Coordinator: Andrew Fast 

Andrew.fast@unh.edu 
 

Website Administrator: 
Wendy Weisiger 

Wendy.weisiger@gmail.com 
 

News Quarterly Editor: 
Matt Russell 

nesafnq@gmail.com 

New England Society of 
American Foresters 

The News Quarterly is the 
official publication of the New 
England  Society of American 
Foresters. It is emailed to 
members and advertisers in 
January, April, July, and      
October. 

Every effort has been made to   
ensure that all content is 
complete and accurate. 
Please accept our sincere 
apologies for any errors or 
omissions and report them to: 

Matt Russell 
nesafnq@gmail.com 

Our mission as foresters is to 
be  responsible stewards of 
the earth’s forests while 
meeting society’s vital needs. 
The challenge of our mission 
lies in keeping forest ecosys-
tems healthy and intact while 
concurrently drawing on their 
resources. We will meet this 
challenge by carefully moni-
toring and managing the ef-
fects of natural and human 
forces on the forest. Our   
decisions will be guided by 
our professional knowledge, 
our compassion for  all living 
things, our desire to improve 
citizens’ lives, and our respect 
and concern for the entire 
forest ecosystem. By          
advancing forestry science, 
education, technology, and 
the practice of forestry, 
NESAF will provide the lead-
ership to achieve its mission. 

 

News Quarterly Publication Calendar 

Issue 
Submission 

Deadline 
Publication 

Date 

Winter 1 Jan 15 Jan 

Spring 1 Apr 15 Apr 

Summer 1 Jul 15 Jul 

Autumn 1 Oct 15 Oct 

Advertising in the News Quarterly  

Advertisement Rate 

Full Page $150/issue 

One-Half Page $90/issue 

One-Quarter Page $50/issue 

One-Eighth Page $30/issue 

Admin. Coordinator:  
Cassie Vir 

nesaf1900@gmail.com 
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NESAF Division and Chapter Officers 

Granite State 
Chair: Matthias Nevins 

mnevins@meadowsendco.com  
Vice Chair: Chris Hinz 

christopherjhinz@gmail.com 
Past Chair: Connor Breton 

Connor.R.Breton@dncr.nh.gov  
Secretary: Samuel Taylor 

samuel.taylor@dncr.nh.gov 
Treasurer: Steve Junkin 

sjunkin@forestsociety.org  
News Corres: Ben Vicere 
bvicere.fcf@gmail.com 

 
Green Mountain 

Chair: Emily Meacham 
Emily.Meacham@vermont.gov  
Vice Chair: Alissa (Al) Freeman 

alissa.freeman@vermont.gov 
Past Chair: Paul Szwedo 

Paul.Szwedo@vermont.gov 
Secretary: Tessa McGann 

tessa.mcgann@vermont.gov  
Treasurer: Chloe Cardonis 

chloe.sardonis@vermont.gov  
Policy Chair: Kevin Fink 

kfink@burlingtonelectric.com  
News Corres: Jess Wikle 
jessica.wikle@uvm.edu 

 
Canada 

News Corres. N. Brunswick: Vacant 
News Corres. Quebec: Vacant 

 
Rhode Island 

Chair: Wolf Mueller 
wtmforester@gmail.com 

Vice-Chair/News Corres: Chris Modisette 
chris.modisette@ri.usda.gov 

Sec/Treas: Robert MacMillian 
rmacmillan@provwater.com 

 
 
 

Maine 
Chair: Wil Mercier 

Vice Chair: Eric McPherson 
Past Chair: Sam Anderson 
Secretary: Kris Hoffmann 
Treasurer: Jake Metzler 

News Corres: Jason Desjardin 
 

Contact the Maine Division at: 
mesafmanager@gmail.com 

  
 

Yankee 
Chair: Danny Thomas 
Daniel.Thomas@ct.gov 

Vice Chair: Fern Graves 
fern.graves@dem.ri.gov 

Past Chair: Michelle Wood 
Michelle.Wood@ct.gov 

Sec/Treas: Thomas Worthley 
thomas.worthley@uconn.edu 

 

Connecticut 
Chair: Joshua Tracy  

Josh.h.tracy@gmail.com  
Vice Chair: Alexander Amendola  

alexander.amendola@ct.gov   
Sec/Treas: Daniel Lawrence 

Dnlawrence19@att.net 
News Corres: Amanda Bunce 
amanda.bunce@uconn.edu 

 

Massachusetts 
Chair: Doug Hutcheson 

douglas.hutcheson@mass.gov 
Vice Chair: Vacant 

Sec/Treas/News Corres: Joelle Vautour 
joelle.vautour@gmail.com 
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From the NESAF Chair – J.P. Barsky 

It’s been a busy Spring for the leadership team! 
We completed the banking transition for all the 
NESAF Division and Chapters into one ginormous 
account (each division/chapter has their own 
sub accounts), reworked our banner, nominated 
a bunch of colleagues for National Awards, and 
are moving forward in new directions to use our 
resources wisely by changing the way in which 
we communicate and host event registrations. 
Oh, let’s not forget the Forester Fund grant 
applications by some of our NESAF members. 
There is a lot of good going in a bunch of 
directions-- it’s been a busy Spring, and there are 
no signs of slowing down! 
 
So what’s next? Many of us are working behind 
the scenes for the SAF National Convention, 
whether it’s recruiting items for the silent 
auction, planning tours, or coordinating 
volunteers, there are a lot of folks working hard 
behind the scenes to bring it all together. I’ll be 
representing NESAF at the House of Society 
Delegates Meeting. Let me know if there's 
anything you want me to address. I’m really 
looking forward to seeing many of you there! 
Planning for the 2026 NESAF Annual Meeting is 
well underway, and we are also collaborating 
with other State Societies regarding a Regional 
Leadership Academy. 
 
I’d like to focus on the Leadership Academy for a 
minute. This is an opportunity for us to 
collectively invest in developing future SAF 
leaders and expand our organization. I’ve 
attended it, and I’m stoked we’re doing it again! I 
want YOU to be on the lookout for more details 
and want to see YOU there! 

I also have an important 
matter to discuss with you. 
At our Annual Business 
Meeting in Devens, I 
proposed raising our 
NESAF dues by $20/year. 
The motion was unanimously supported by our 
NESAF Boad of Directors and unanimously 
approved by the membership. Why? Although 
our dues have been unchanged for the last 
twenty years, the world we live in has changed 
significantly in the last two decades, and for us to 
operate in a new era with accountants, software 
upgrades, website hosting, email 
communications, et cetera, we needed to 
implement this change to help us remain viable 
for the next twenty years. We often speak about 
adapting to changing conditions with clients and 
colleagues, and in a similar regard, NESAF is 
doing that too. These changes will go into effect 
with our 2026 member dues. 
 
Yes, big times are here. Big changes. We’ve done 
some heavy lifting during the past several years 
as we continue to evolve. We’re looking for folks 
to help us on this journey. Are you one of them? 
There are many avenues for involvement—
whether you’re interested in professional 
development, organizing events, or championing 
new ideas—there’s an opportunity for everyone 
here. These are dynamic times, and I’d love to 
have you on board for it. 
 
Happy Summer everyone! 
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District Director’s Update - Tom Martin  

Recently, SAF CEO Terry Baker, President Bettina Ring, Vice President Tara Bal 
and Past President Rebecca Barnard held an on line “SAF Connect” event. In 
the past, these were titled Town Halls. Our CEO and Officers spoke about the 
current state of SAF and answered questions from the membership. There 
were four main topics covered during the presentations. Discussions around 
the current political issues in Washington and how the budget issues are effecting SAF were 
presented. Updates on DEI and how SAF will address this very important topic were addressed. 
Terry also gave an update on SAF’s efforts and our contract for the Capitol Christmas Tree. Lastly, a 
report was given concerning work done by the Board of Directors Governance Committee on 
organizational effectiveness and some proposed changes on how SAF may operate in the future. The 
event lasted just under an hour and a half and was recorded. You can find the recording on the SAF 
website after logging into the ForestEd platform. It is well worth your time to view it for important 
updates on the state of SAF. 
 
The SAF Annual Report for 2024 is available on the SAF website and it contains a plethora of 
information.  
 
As a member of SAF’s Finance Committee, and in spite of all that is happening with the federal 
government, you can be assured that SAF’s finances are on a sound footing. 
 
As I am sure are aware NESAF has the honor of hosting the SAF National Convention this fall in 
Hartford Connecticut. I look forward to seeing you all there! 
 
Tom Martin, CF 
District 6 Board Member  

https://learn.eforester.org/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:28c88d89-da38-4067-b198-666d62a4815a
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NESAF volunteers needed! 

SAF National Awards and Fellow Nominations (from Ken Laustsen) 
 
It’s early but start thinking... There are a total of 15 potential National Awards, along with the other awards of 
Fellow and Presidential Field Forester, all of which are available for nomination starting December 1, 2025, 
with a submission deadline of March 1, 2026. Throughout New England there are innumerable outstanding 
professionals dedicated to advancing forest science and management, as well as communicating the 
importance of forested lands to the public. The NESAF Board of Directors encourages all of you to help us 
recognize deserving individuals from across our region for a national award. 
 
Ken Laustsen, NESAF Awards Chair; Mark Ashton, Immediate Past Chair; J.P. Barsky, Current NESAF 
Chair; and Carol Redelsheimer, Maine Representative to NESAF are willing to assist any member in 
compiling the necessary forms, endorsements, and a biographical sketch that constitute a complete 
nomination package – just let us know who you think should be nominated and some folks who might 
be qualified to write letters of support for them. Or, you can visit the SAF website to find information, criteria, 
and the process for submitting a nomination yourself. (We ask that if you decide to submit your own 
nomination, please just let us know so that we don’t work at cross-purposes.) 

Volunteers for the SAF National Convention in Hartford (from Ken Laustsen) 
 
NESAF is hosting the 2025 SAF National Convention in Hartford, CT from October 22-25, 2025. At this point in 
time, I have no idea of the number of volunteers needed, the various tasks, or the minimum time commitment. 
You will be required to register as an attendee at the convention. In the past, volunteers have assisted at the 
registration booth, at the SAF Store, and as technical session room monitors. The only compensation received 
is the satisfaction in making the 2025 Convention a success with a New England flavor. 
 
Please contact me (sourdough1952@gmail.com or 207-616-4382) with your interest and availability. 

Volunteers needed for NESAF Positions (from Paul Dolan, NESAF Elections Committee) 
  

“There comes a time in every forester's heart, that they ask what I can do for my profession,  
not what it can do for me.” 

 
It’s that time of year when we are looking for a few good individuals to serve as candidates for Chapter, 
Division, and NESAF Officers! Perhaps you attended a Leadership Academy, volunteered at an Annual Winter 
Meeting, or are looking to serve in a different capacity? An opportunity awaits you! 
 

The opportunities are: 
• NESAF Chair-Elect 
• NESAF Treasurer 
• NESAF Secretary  
• Representatives from Connecticut, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Canada 
• Plus several Division and Chapter positions! 

 

For more information, contact Paul Dolan (pcdolan1@verizon.net) or any Executive Member listed on page 2 
before Sept 12, 2025.  

https://www.eforester.org/Main/Community/Awards___Fellows/Awards.aspx?hkey=08ba93f9-1ce4-4faf-ae09-8917c9f00e94
mailto:sourdough1952@gmail.com
mailto:pcdolan1@verizon.net
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Many Hands Needed to Support  

the 2025 National SAF Convention Silent Auction  

Diana Frederick 

Before we know it, fall will be here and we will be gathering in Hartford, CT for the 2025 National SAF 
Convention. This is a time to connect with colleagues and students, develop new memories and make a 
difference by donating to the Silent Auction and Opportunity Drawing. The real fun will be bidding on those 
items and participating in the drawing. This year, proceeds from the Silent Auction and Drawing will benefit 
the Mollie Beattie Visiting Scholar Program and the SAF General Fund.      

Mollie Beattie was a member of National SAF, the New England 
State Society, and the Green Mountain Division. Since this year’s 
national meeting is in New England, this seemed like an 
appropriate time to honor Mollie by supporting the visiting 
scholar program in her name. 

In 2016, the SAF Board of Directors established the Mollie Beattie 
Visiting Scholar Program in honor of Mollie Beattie, who in 1993 
became the first woman to lead the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service. However, Mollie’s pioneering leadership in 
natural resources started long before that.  

In 1985, Mollie became the first woman Commissioner of the VT 
Department of Forests, Parks & Recreation and followed that as 
the Deputy Secretary of the Agency of Natural Resources (ANR), 
before moving on to the US Fish & Wildlife Service.  

“Mollie was a graduate student at the University of Vermont, 
while I was finishing my undergraduate degree in forestry,” 
remembers SAF member Ginger Anderson. Anderson continued, 
“What was most notable for me was that she was one of only very 
few female graduate students. I then went on to work for her while 
she was Deputy Secretary of ANR and found she was an engaging 
writer and speaker and always willing to encourage and support others.” 

Jane Difley, also an SAF member, states “Mollie had many talents. She was smart, kind, funny and charismatic. 
While she was celebrated for returning wolves to Yellowstone National Park during her tenure as Director of 
the US Fish & Wildlife Service, perhaps her best skills were engaging and encouraging others. I can easily 
imagine Mollie cheering on those who are chosen for the Mollie Beattie Visiting Scholar Program and 
encouraging them in their careers.” 

For the 2024-2025 scholarship year, the recipients were announced as Dr. Fatemeh Rezaei, an industrial 
engineer and postdoctoral researcher from the University of Georgia and Eva Legge, a first-year PhD student 
as Syracuse University. Each scholar is supported by a $10,000 scholarship to pursue a proposed research 
project in their field of focus. 

Mollie Beattie. 
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Here’s How You Can Help Honor Mollie’s Legacy 
 

Donate items to the silent auction: Donating items to the silent auction is a perfect way to support the Mollie 
Beattie Visiting Scholar Program. I encourage each NESAF member to either donate an item or canvas your 
local wood products industries for donations as a way to honor one of our own. We welcome items from any 
SAF supporters, even if you are unable to attend the National Convention. Examples of items to donate include 
artwork, clothing, gift baskets and gift cards. Handcrafted items like carved or tuned wood objects, jewelry, 
baskets, and quilted items are especially popular, as are vintage and contemporary forestry and natural 
resource books, maps, posters and other publications.  
 
For detailed information on how to contribute an item, visit the auction webpage. 
 
Don’t have an item? You can still contribute. For those attending the SAF National Convention in Hartford, CT, 
you can show your support by purchasing drawing tickets to win cool prizes, bid on silent auction items, or 
donate directly to the Mollie Beattie Visiting Scholar Program and the SAF General Fund.  

 

Volunteer to assist with the silent auction and opportunity drawing. Volunteering at the National 
Convention is a wonderful way to give back to your community. You can sign up to volunteer at the Silent 
Auction booth, helping with auction set up, selling drawing tickets, and assisting attendees with bidding on 
items. This year as last, all bidding is by mobile bidding. This means there is no more rushing to auction tables 
to place a last-minute paper bid as the auction closes. 

 

THANK YOU! SAF members and supporters bring silent auctions and drawings to life every year. Whether you 
donate, purchase items, or volunteer, you make this event successful. 

https://eforester.org/Safconvention2025/Events/Auction/Safconvention2025/Events/SAF-Auction.aspx?hkey=b3f49b57-b205-4a3b-a6ae-512c125de594
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NESAF Membership Report - Susan Francher  

Welcome new SAF members! 

Merlin Ennis  

Manuel Flores 

Noah Green 

David Grenier 

 

Marla Markowski-Lindsay 

Samantha Myers 

Avraham Penso 

Aimee Grace Robertson 
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Overview of southern New England oak woodlands 

Oak-dominated forests are ubiquitous across southern New 
England, here defined as the landscape encompassing Con-
necticut, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island. This region is 
one of the most densely populated areas of the country and 
yet remains mostly forested. Oaks are dominant or signifi-
cant species in 60% of the forested area in this region 
where the Central Hardwood Forest type extends farthest 
to the northeast, giving way to a broad transition zone with 
Northern Hardwood-Conifer Forest type in Massachusetts 
(Butler 2015, 2022; Fralish 2003). These woods are known 
for the overall diversity of their vegetation. The most com-
mon oak species include Northern red oak, usually found on 
the most productive mesic sites, and black and white oak on 
a variety of sites. On poorer, drier sites red oak typically 
drops out and upland forests are dominated by a mix of 
black, scarlet, and white oak. Less common chestnut oak is 
notable for its presence on ridgetops and the rockiest soils. 
While these five species are the most common in the 
woods, several other oaks are present in the region includ-
ing non-native species planted in urban settings. 

Another defining characteristic of this region’s forests is the 
prevalence of private land ownership, with 68% of wood-
lands owned by families and individuals (Butler 2015). With 
little federal land in the region, most public forests are 
owned by states and municipalities and only a few corpora-
tions are major landowners. The average parcel size is less 
than 10 acres and tracts greater than 50 acres are consid-
ered large. The future of these woodlands depends on tens 
of thousands of family landowners whose collective deci-
sions will determine how the forest is cared for, or how 
much of it will remain forested at all. Surveys show that 
these owners are less interested in traditional reasons for 
owning land such as timber income and hunting, while they 
increasingly value their land for its scenic and recreational 
value and opportunities for protecting nature and wildlife 
habitat (Sass et al. 2021). Therefore, it is increasingly im-
portant for professionals to understand owners’ changing 
ownership motivations and offer services that meet their 
needs.  

Native oak species are generally projected to be able to 
adapt to changing conditions in the region. Their prognosis 

is favorable compared to other common species with re-
spect to invasive insects or increased moisture stress 
(Janowiak et al. 2018). Southern New England oak forests 
nonetheless face pressures that compromise their health, 
including defoliation by insects, heavy deer herbivory, sea-
sonal drought, and climate change stresses. These impacts 
in turn affect wildlife species that depend on oaks for food 
and shelter, create hazard trees in backyards and along 
public roadsides, and create financial challenges for families 
who rely on timber income to offset ownership costs. Be-
cause oaks dominate the forests in this region, the impacts 
of stresses they face are magnified. A grasp of the current 
situation depends on an understanding of regional land use 
history, changing ecosystem dynamics, and new stressors 
and challenges. Fully integrating this information allows for 
the development of updated stakeholder engagement ap-
proaches and on-the-ground management techniques. 

 

Increasing Oak Forest Resiliency in Southern New England 
  

Christopher Riely1, Maria Janowiak2, Amanda Mahaffey3, and Thomas Worthley4 

 

1. University of Rhode Island, Department of Natural Resources Science/Sweet Birch Consulting 

2. USDA Forest Service, Northern Research Station 

3. Forest Stewards Guild (former) 

4. University of Connecticut, Department of Natural Resources & the Environment 

A healthy oak-hardwood stand in the fall (photo: Christopher Riely).  
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Land-use history, ecosystem dynamics, and climate 
change 

Southern New England has a complex history of evolving 
land uses in recent centuries as its human population has 
changed and grown. Native American tribes have been pre-
sent in the region for a very long time and indigenous peo-
ple influenced the landscape in many ways, although there 
is uncertainty about how they affected plant communities 
(Fuller et al. 1998, Parshall and Foster 2002, Abrams and 
Nowacki 2020). Many Native American people in the region 
practiced subsistence agriculture (Cronon 1983). Fire was 
used in coastal areas, river valleys, and other sites dominat-
ed by oak and pine to enhance conditions suitable for agri-
culture, increase hard mast and berry production, and to 
facilitate hunting, travel, and defense (Janowiak et al. 2018; 
Nowacki and Abrams 2008; Fuller et al. 1998; Patterson and 
Sassamann 1988; Nowacki et al. 2022; Reo and Parker 2013). 

Since Europeans arrived in North America, dramatic chang-
es to forests have occurred (Stambaugh et al. 2022). Euro-
pean colonizers brought diseases that devastated Native 
American populations, consequently eliminating many an-
thropogenic fires from the landscape and causing formerly 
fire-maintained woodlands to transition to closed-canopy 
forests (Stambaugh et al. 2022). When colonists established  

 

permanent settlements beginning in the 1600s, most of the 
upland forest was in a late-successional stage of growth. 
European settlers cleared the forest for crops, livestock, 
and lumber. By the 1830s, most of the land was cleared with 
forest remaining only in hard-to-farm locations. Most farms 
were abandoned within a few decades, however, and forest 
vegetation returned to less productive land. Along with re-
maining old field pine stands, the oak-dominated forests 
present today are the result of anthropogenic activities 
(Foster and O'Keefe 2000).  

Forest history researchers analyzed colonial-era property 
deeds and surveys that reference witness trees marking 
forested property boundaries and corners. In Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, and eastern Massachusetts, these historic 
documents show a higher percentage of oak than of any 
other genus, with chestnut and hickory also well-
represented (Thompson et al. 2013). Charts showing the 
species composition of the pre-colonial and modern forest 
look very different. The current forest has a greater range 
of species and a much higher percentage of birch and maple 
(Thompson et al. 2013). 

 

Following impacts from repeated spongy moth defoliation and other stressors, heavy oak mortality can be seen in places in southern New 
England (photo: Christopher Riely).  
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Historically, fire was an important ecological process in 
these forests, but it has been uncommon in most places in 
recent decades. Fires from both natural and anthropogenic 
ignitions were typically low-level understory burns, rather 
than being stand-replacing events. Fire-tolerant oaks 
thrived in these conditions. (Nowacki and Abrams 2008). As 
the human population grew and spread farther into wood-
ed areas over the course of the 20th century, fire suppres-
sion policies and advances in fire detection and response 
dramatically reduced both the number of fires and acres 
burned. Between 1900 and 2000, the annual number of 
acres burned each year in Rhode Island dropped from tens 
of thousands of acres to a few hundred or less (Buffum 
2017). Prescribed burning is now mostly limited to small 
areas of pitch pine-scrub oak forest in undeveloped coastal 
areas. Some relatively large wildfires in recent years and an 
unusually active fall 2024 fire season, however, have 
prompted conjecture that changing climate and weather 
conditions may be leading to an uptick in wildfire com-
pared to late 20th Century.   

Nowacki and Abrams (2008) hypothesized that the changes 
in upland forests of the Eastern United States over the 20th 
century have been mainly due to the exclusion of fire. They 
coined the term “mesophication” to describe the process of 
open stands of oaks and pines being gradually colonized by 
shade-tolerant, fire-sensitive birches and maples, which 
help create cool, damp conditions that help these species 
proliferate. (Nowacki and Abrams 2008). More recently, the 
same authors have pointed out that mesophication is mak-
ing oak-pine forests susceptible to the warming and 
drought associated with climate change (Abrams and 
Nowacki 2020). McEwan et al. (2011) advanced a countering 
proposal that Eastern oak forest dynamics are complex and 
that these changes cannot be explained by the exclusion of 
fire alone but is rather the result of “multiple interacting 
ecosystem drivers.” They considered several additional fac-
tors influencing forest composition and regeneration, in-
cluding the effects of land use change, exotic pests and 
pathogens, and wildlife species (McEwan et al. 2011).  

Climate change is also creating additional stresses. Warmer 
temperatures, longer growing seasons, and shorter winters 
are anticipated in many locations. Another significant shift 
in southern New England is altered precipitation patterns. 
Rather than precipitation being distributed evenly through-
out the year, it is increasingly concentrated in intense 
storm events with periods of little precipitation in between. 
This can lead to altered soil moisture and increased 
drought stress. Climate change is most disruptive in how it 
serves as a “threat multiplier” exacerbating existing stress-
es, increasing the frequency and intensity of disturbances, 
and introducing new insect pests and diseases (Janowiak et 
al. 2018). 

White-tailed deer and common regional invasive plants are 
two interrelated factors having increased impacts on 
Northeastern oak forests. With more individuals surviving 
warmer winters, already-high deer populations are ex-

pected to continue to increase in the coming decades 
(Weiskopf et al. 2019). Their preference for browsing on 
young oaks and other hardwoods already inhibits oak re-
generation and alters the species composition of many for-
ests (Rawinski 2014). For all the understory vegetation that 
deer eat, land managers have observed that they typically 
avoid common forest invasives, including Japanese barber-
ry, Asiatic bittersweet, and buckthorn. Invasives are ex-
pected to expand their ranges in warmer conditions and 
are among the few plant species that can take advantage of 
elevated carbon dioxide levels and gain a competitive edge 
(Dukes et al. 2009). Climate change may also lead to new 
invasive species expanding their range into southern New 
England.  

Recognizing the changing conditions and the many factors 
to be considered, natural resource professionals and land-
owners are addressing the challenges confronted by oak 
forests in the region. Several complementary projects are 
fostering stakeholder engagement and applied research to 
address these complex issues. 

 

 

Working with professionals and landowners to increase 
resiliency  

Funded by a grant from the USDA Forest Service Landscape 
Scale Restoration Program, a recent three-year project 
(2019-22) focused on innovation in outreach and steward-
ship featured parallel tracks engaging both natural re-
source professionals (especially foresters) and landowners. 
This effort, led by the Forest Stewards Guild, the state en-
vironmental agencies of Connecticut, Massachusetts, and 
Rhode Island, and additional partners in all three states, 
had four main goals: 

 

• increasing implementation of stewardship activities 
supporting oak resilience; 

• empowering professionals with tools for assessing oak 
forest health; 

• building landowner awareness of regeneration chal-
lenges and solutions; 

• fostering communication between different states and 
their agencies about strategies for addressing these 
challenges. 

 

The message at the heart of the project was succinctly 
summarized by one public service forester who noted, “If 
you manage for oak, you’ll still get birch, beech, and maple, 
but if you don’t manage for oak, you’ll only get birch, beech, 
and maple.”  
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Like other outreach efforts that took place during the 
height of the COVID pandemic, organizers had to improvise 
when there was no choice but to pivot from indoor meet-
ings. Fortuitously, these new formats yielded some un-
planned positive results. An online town-hall style meeting 
allowed landowners from different parts of the region to 
meet and interact with each other in ways that would not 
have occurred in person. Two-part workshops including a 
webinar followed by a field trip proved successful enough 
that this structure is continuing to be used. This format al-
lows individuals to gain an introduction to a topic via webi-
nar, with a subsequent field trip allowing for more in-depth 
examination and higher-level discussion.  

A central theme that emerged was the importance of fos-
tering relationships between foresters and family landown-
ers. Most landowners want to be good stewards of their 
land but have busy lives and careers and may not be aware 
of all the issues affecting their woodlands. Foresters can 
help landowners develop stewardship plans, point them to-
wards cost-share funding sources to implement recom-
mended practices, and help them connect with like-minded 
landowners nearby. Most landowners are motivated not just 
by learning about the issues, but also by steps they can take 
to help find solutions. 

One of the most significant project outputs was the devel-
opment of a web-based Oak Resiliency Assessment Tool 
(https://www.uvm.edu/femc/oak_resiliency) to quickly 
size up the health and vulnerability of specific oak forests or 
stands. Primarily intended for professionals, the tool guides 
the user through a series of questions that help quantita-
tively estimate the climate vulnerability and adaptive capac-
ity of their forest. When results are calculated, users are 
provided with a report that rates their site as High, Moder-

ate, or Low vulnerability with an accompanying list of key 
considerations and potential management options that 
could increase resiliency (Fig. 1). This tool was developed in 
collaboration among the Forest Ecosystem Monitoring Co-
operative, the Forest Stewards Guild, and the Northern In-
stitute of Applied Climate Science, a collaborative, multi-
institutional partnership led by the USDA Forest Service. 
Following field testing with regional land managers, it is 
now available for free use (Forest Ecosystem Monitoring 
Cooperative 2021). 

In response to the challenge of regenerating oak stands im-
pacted by deer herbivory, the project investigated and 
shared information about the emerging practice of creating 
“slash walls.” Pioneered at Cornell’s research forest in New 
York State, these are linear piles of logging slash and brush 
impenetrable to deer that are constructed during a timber 
harvest around the edges of areas where the goal is secur-
ing regeneration of oaks and other species. While the first 
demonstration slash walls were built on public lands, finan-
cial assistance available from the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) has made the practice acces-
sible to more private landowners (NRCS 2021).   

The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station has been 
researching the effectiveness of slash walls in protecting 
regeneration and results to date suggest that they are 
working. Based on a study of five slash walls in the region, 
researchers found that stump sprouts of ecologically and 
economically desirable species (including red oak) growing 
inside the walls had a higher survival rate than those grow-
ing outside. Furthermore, they found that excluding deer 
will increase both sprout growth and abundance (Ward, 
Ward, and Barsky 2025). The same researchers have also 
been monitoring the effects of the slash walls on seed-

Fig. 1. Oak Resiliency Assessment Report (Forest Ecosystem Monitor-
ing Cooperative 2021).  

A small slash wall on private land (photo courtesy of USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service),  
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origin regeneration. Preliminary data suggests that after 
three years, the density of seedlings above deer browse 
height is 40% higher inside the slash walls than outside and 
includes a higher proportion of oaks and hickories. Con-
versely, undesirable non-native species represent a higher 
percentage of seedlings outside the walls than inside 
(Elisabeth Ward and Jeffrey Ward, pers. comm.). While still 
evolving, research results and forester observations are 
helping slash walls gain recognition as a viable method for 
protecting young oaks and regenerating stands in parts of 
the region where traditional silvicultural practices alone are 
no longer reliable. 

 

Adaptive forest stewardship for climate change 

Relatively new applied research seeks to integrate climate 
resiliency into management strategies for southern New 
England oak-hickory forests. Initiated by the University of 
Connecticut in 2020, with the University of Rhode Island 
(URI) joining as a partner in 2021, the Southern New Eng-
land Exurban Oak affiliate site project leverages funding 
from USDA grants and support from Connecticut DEEP and 
Rhode Island DEM. It is affiliated with the larger Adaptive 
Silviculture for Climate Change (ASCC) Network (https://
adaptivesilviculture.org), a nationwide collaborative effort 
to establish a series of long-term experimental silvicultural 
trials across a network of different forest ecosystem types 
(Nagel et. al. 2017).  

The Southern New England project follows a methodology 
common to all ASSC sites. Informed by a climate vulnerabil-
ity assessment (Janowiak et al. 2018) and input from local 
professionals, researchers are developing, implementing, 
and monitoring forest management prescriptions for re-
sistance, resilience, and transition climate adaptation op-
tions (Nagel et al. 2017, Miller et al. 2007) along with an un-
managed control area (Fig. 2). In these oak-hickory forests, 
the initial resistance treatment is a traditional shelterwood 
preparatory cut, while the resilience and transition treat-
ments are testing the efficacy of different sizes of gaps and 
tree planting to regenerate oak and promote overall species 
diversity. 

To heighten the relevancy and practical value of the project 
to southern New England landowners, ASCC site protocols 
are being adapted to the region’s exurban landscape with its 
small parcels and fragmented forest cover. To date, three 
replicate sites have been established on public forests, in-
cluding two in eastern Connecticut and one in southern 
Rhode Island (Fig. 3). At each of these sites, about 10 acres 
of forest is receiving each of the three experimental climate
-adaptive treatments along with the no-intervention con-
trol. Early investigative efforts include analyzing data from 
pre- and post-treatment vegetation monitoring to quantify 
changes in species and structural diversity at each of the 
three replicates. A planting study comparing the survival 
and growth of both native and assisted migration oak spe-
cies has been initiated at the Rhode Island site. 

 

Fig. 2. Forest Climate Adaptation Options (Nagel et al. 2017).  
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Another important part of the project is integrating the 
findings of the research component into outreach and ex-
tension programs. Some program offerings and media are 
intended for natural resource managers, some target land-
owners and land trusts and others are geared for interested 
members of the public. URI and Rhode Island DEM collabo-
rated with the Northern Institute of Applied Climate to de-
velop landowner and professional guides to “Managing For-
ests for Climate Resiliency in Rhode Island.” Presentations 
to SAF audiences and landowner groups have emphasized 
different aspects of the project and varied in the level of 
technical detail. Field tours of the research sites provide 
opportunities for different groups to view and discuss the 
treatments in person and have led to articles in the Provi-
dence Journal and Sierra, the national magazine of the Sier-
ra Club. The October 2025 National SAF Convention will 
feature a field trip to the replicate site at the Mohegan State 
Forest in eastern Connecticut. 

 

Conclusion 

Family landowners are critical stewardship partners in pro-
moting the resiliency of the region’s oak forests given the 
pattern of land ownership in southern New England. As for-
estry practices are updated to address new issues, building 
relationships between landowners and professionals facili-
tates the implementation of forestry practices that directly 
address climate impacts. Forest adaptation practices being 

developed and tested can help landowners address emerg-
ing threats to their oak woodlands while also being practical 
and sensitive to their needs. Deliberate and intentional in-
tegration of climate change considerations can enhance the 
impact of forest conservation and stewardship activities.  
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Canadian Tariffs (Again)  
By Lloyd Irland 

About the same time the Canadians took to US courts 
again arguing that their tariffs were unfair, we had an 
election. One of the first things that happened was a 
boost in Canadian tariffs on lumber. Whether these 
were fair or not, and whether the President even 
possessed the authority to do this in peacetime was 
challenged in the courts. It is useless to predict at this 
stage what will happen next. So, this will not be an 
assessment of the impacts, other than to say that it is 
one more major uncertainty. Canadian lumber has 
been tariff free since 2015, others added recently. But, 
new ones are being considered. Considering all 
sources, the US imports 36% of consumption. Further, 
there appears to be a little justice on both sides of the 
border which is one reason why it so intractable. 
There is little to be gained by arguing about what is 
fair. These are some things, though, that readers in the 
Northeast might be less familiar with. 
 

All Lumber by Canadian Companies is Not Canadian 

It is well known that wood availability cannot be 
assumed out of hand. First, the paper industry has 
downsized one mill at a time but this has been 
cumulatively large at least in the East. Loggers are 
under a number of stresses, since pulp supplied an 
important part of their volumes. They are also worried 
about the effects of tariffs on parts supplies which for 
many items come from Canada or overseas. And 
beyond that the landscape is steadily “Yuppy-fying” 
with ever larger share of the real estate off limits to 
harvesting, especially on public land. When people 
move from suburbia to the North Woods – even 
seasonally -- they believe they have just got a vote on 
land use—and you know which way that goes. To put it 
bluntly, the two capacity figures are probably an 
overestimate – on both sides of the border – of 
potential production. To be clear, the total of capacity 
is about 76 billion board feet, where actual production 
was only 52 billion  

 

board feet in 2024. The leading company is now a 
Canadian firm, West Fraser. Today, the top four 
Canadian companies could make more than 8.3 billion 
board feet in the US! There are surely smaller ones 
that would add to the list. Interestingly, Biewer, a 
Midwestern firm, makes the list now. JD Irving 
Limited, as of this writing, makes about 215 million feet 
at Dixfield and Masardis, Maine. and about a billion 
more in Canada at a grand total of 10 mills. By another 
metric, JD Irving is in the top ten. 

Milan Lumber Company, Milan, NH (near Canada). Photo: 
Lloyd Irland. 

When this photo was taken, Fontaine Lumber in Quebec 
brought its lumber to Stratton to be dried. Photo: Lloyd Irland. 
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The Stumpage Question is Hard 

Stumpage determination in the US and Canada differs. 
In the US, stumpage is now largely second growth in 
the US South, and is priced on a market basis. In 
Canada, the key objective is economic development. 
This is made more salient by the contractions of 
recent years. In BC, the largest producer, the harvest 
of timber has fallen 6.5% per year from 2013 to 2023. 
This is partly due to tariffs and restrictions on the US. 
Comparison is made difficult by a host of factors 
which differ for each province. The Canadian forests 
are predominantly publicly owned. These lands vary 
widely across Canada from large Douglas fir-hemlock 
forests in coastal BC, to smaller pine forests, to spruce 
and fir in Quebec and to the east. The federal forests 
are largely in the west, and Oregon and Washington 
traditionally held sway. It is not well recognized that 
the federal timber harvest on US lands has fallen from 
13 billion board feet in the early 70’s to 2-3 billion feet 
today. Counting in the substantial overruns on much 
of this timber, this is a huge reduction in US supply. 
This has occurred for reasons both good and bad. But 
much of that timber has now burned. All the 
comparisons I have seen between stumpage prices are 
suspect. 

 

 

The US Depends on Canadian Lumber 

The simplest way to express this is with a picture. It 
shows that we build 30% of our houses – even more in 
some years – with Canadian wood. Wood that we 
could cut in our own forests but won’t. From 2009 to 
2015, imports from other nations were nominal. Then, 
they rose rapidly, to reach the same levels as in 2005 
before the great crash. The leaders were Germany, 
Sweden, and Romania. The US exports the 
environmental impact of lumber production and 
growing wood always causes some degree of 
environmental impact. Too often in the past we have 
been sloppy about this. We conducted excessively 
large clearcuts, and we ran skidders through the 
creeks. We don’t anymore. We have more to do—but 
look around the world—the ways forests are managed 
elsewhere are much worse, with a very small number 
of exceptions which do not count for much area 
compared with the world. And regions well adapted to 
the sort of wood we use are sparse. This means that 
when we import one third of the lumber we use each 
year, we are exporting the effects. 

 

Conclusion 

The bad news is that this as something of a “plague” 
on both your houses. Both nations are struggling with 
excess capacity, which won’t be remedied by higher 
demand anytime soon. The US Coalition calculates 
that this could be filled if a high enough tariff persists 
for 5 years, but it won’t work unless perceived to last 
well beyond that. The Administration has taken on an 
industry rep to oversee the Forest Service, with firm 
orders to increase timber cut. But this has been tried 
before. Looks a lot like we’ll keep exporting our 
environmental costs while patting ourselves on the 
back for being such good environmentalists. 

Every fourth house in the US was built with Canadian 
lumber. This number has been as high as 30% in recent 
years. 
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A new publication from the USDA Forest Service presents over 70 
years of forest management research from Maine's Penobscot Ex-
perimental Forest, providing landowners with insights into different 
silvicultural approaches and their outcomes. This publication uses 
side-by-side comparisons and photos to show how various manage-
ment strategies such as  uneven-aged and even-aged silviculture 
and exploitive harvesting have  affected forest species composition, 
tree quality, wildlife habitat, carbon storage, and economic value 
over seven decades.  

Written specifically for non-forestry experts, the guide breaks down 
forest ecology and silviculture concepts into accessible language 
while providing practical guidance on management benefits and 
challenges. You can access the publication here.  

New Publication of Interest: Helping Foresters Communicate  

with Landowners about Forest Management  

https://research.fs.usda.gov/treesearch/69400
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News from DEEP 

The Connecticut Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection (DEEP) was able to grant 
$184,000 to 11 urban and community forestry projects 
across the state. The money comes from federal 
funding from the USDA Forest Service and the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, and will 
support forest conservation efforts and help to 
improve urban tree cover. Read about the process and 
some of the projects in this article: CT towns get 
$180K for tree planting, invasive species removal, or 
see the complete list of projects on DEEP’s Urban 
Forestry Grant Accomplishments page. 

Connecticut’s forester licensing program, which has 
been a paper-and-ink operation since its inception, is 
going digital. No official date has been set for the 
transition, but foresters in the state should be aware 
that considerable work on the e-licensing program for 
CT Forest Practitioners is underway! 

 

From the CT Forest and Park Association 

The award-winning Master Woodland Manager 
Program is filling up for 2025! Deadline to register is 
July 15th. This program is for landowners, land trusts, 
and anyone with an interest in the forest who wants 
to connect with a like-minded community and learn 
from foresters and forest experts. Participants will 
learn about forestry and CT’s woodland resource to 

enable them to make decisions for woodlands to 
enhance human life, help wildlife, and support the 
environment. Check out some success stories and the 
upcoming curriculum.  

 

Happenings at Hull Forest Products 

Hull Forest Products will be hosting a sawmill tour in 
honor of Forest Products Week (and also Hull’s 
60th anniversary). The tour is free, open to the public, 
and will be held rain or shine on Saturday October 
18, 2025 from 9:00 a.m. to noon. Participants will learn 
how this local forest-based business stewards 
working woodlands and manufactures wood products, 
including lumber, flooring, and timbers for the global 
bioeconomy. Folks will tour the sawmill and watch 
local timber turn into forest products. They will learn 
about woodland management, the local forest 
products economy, how the sustainable use of forest 
products can secure the future of forests, reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, and store carbon. This is a 
fascinating “how it’s made” kind of tour, suitable for 
children, families, and people of all ages. Learn more 
at Hull’s website here.  

Hull is also hosting a tour for the SAF’s National 
Convention at their Myers Pond Forest in Union, CT 
on October 25. Read more about Myers Pond and it’s 
quality bird habitat at these links. 

 

Connecticut Chapter News  

Amanda Bunce 

Hull’s sawmill and log yard (left) and the Myers Pond Forest (right). 

https://www.courant.com/2025/06/16/ct-towns-granted-over-180k-for-tree-planting-invasive-species-removal-see-if-your-town-is-on-list/
https://www.courant.com/2025/06/16/ct-towns-granted-over-180k-for-tree-planting-invasive-species-removal-see-if-your-town-is-on-list/
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/forestry/urban-forestry/grants/urban-forestry-grant-accomplishments
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/forestry/urban-forestry/grants/urban-forestry-grant-accomplishments
https://ctwoodlands.org/our-work/learn/adult-learners/master-woodland-manager/
https://ctwoodlands.org/our-work/learn/adult-learners/master-woodland-manager/
https://www.hullforest.com/blog/2025-sawmill-tour-at-hull-forest-products/
https://www.hullforest.com/blog/helping-nature-conservancy-conserve-working-forests/
https://www.hullforest.com/blog/audobon-applauds-quality-of-bird-habitat-at-hulls-connecticut-forestland/


NESAF News Quarterly                                                                                                                                                                           21 

 

Great Mountain Forest Staff and the Northeast-Midwest State Foresters Alliance Forest Legacy Program Committee field 
tour (Photos: Mike Zarfos). 

Connecticut news, cont.  
 
Happenings at Great Mountain Forest 
Mike Zarfos, Executive Director of Great Mountain Forest, was excited to host Dan Peracchio of DEEP and a 
tour for the Northeast-Midwest State Foresters Alliance Forest Legacy Program Committee. Mike says it was a 
pleasure for GMF to showcase Connecticut's largest Forest Legacy Program easement to foresters from across 
the country. They were particularly excited to share upcoming climate-smart forestry treatments funded by 
the Climate Smart Farming, Agriculture and Forestry Grant. Funding was awarded and administered by the 
Connecticut Department of Agriculture and the Connecticut Land Conservation Council. These will be used as 
demonstration sites for GMF’s Woodland Academy landowner forest management training program, which is 
meant to be a complement to CFPA's Master Woodland Manager program. 

https://greatmountainforest.org/woodland-academy/
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Connecticut news, cont.  
 

Jackpot Burning at UConn 

UConn Forest crews and fire crews have been collaborating on a controlled burn to set back invasive vegeta-
tion and promote tree regeneration in an area on the edge of the Fenton Tract that was cleared of dying ash 
trees a few years ago. In January, crews gathered large slash and log debris into piles and in July, when the 
weather and moisture conditions were perfect for a safe fire, they did a jackpot burn, containing the fire to the 
piles. Now that obstructions have been dealt with, they will run a low-burning ground fire over the contained 
area in the fall when vegetation is drier. But not too dry! The timing is crucial for safety and an effective burn. 

 

Updates from Yale 

• From Classroom to Fireline: Students Organize Basic Wildland Firefighting Training  

• The Forest School Helps Guide the Design of the 9th American Forest Congress  

• The Yale Forestry Schools joint exchange field trip with the Technical University of Munich (TUM) has re-
sulted in an epic collection of photos of students and faculty from both schools in Alpine forests together. 
See them on the Yale Forestry School Instagram! 

UConn Forest crews mowing vegetation down and keeping an eye on their jackpot piles.  

 

List Your Job Opening on NESAF.org 
 

• NESAF accepts job listings from members and non-members, and 

posts them on our website as a service to NESAF members. 

• There is no cost to post job listings on the site. 

• Job listings are posted for 45 days, then automatically removed. 

• Please resubmit the listing in 45 days if the positions is still open. 

https://yff.yale.edu/overstory/classroom-fireline-students-organize-basic-wildland-firefighting-training
https://yff.yale.edu/overstory/forest-school-helps-guide-design-9th-american-forest-congress
https://www.instagram.com/p/DK0SJUrBEyj/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://nesaf.org/category/job-listings/
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Maine Division News 

Field tour planning is well underway for the summer 
and fall season. Our members-at-large have pulled 
together a nice variety of content and locales. Check 
your mailbox for paper sign-up sheets or follow the 
links below for additional information and online 
registration. Please mark your calendars and join us 
for these upcoming events: 

• Management for Culturally Important Forest 
Materials from a Wabanaki Perspective 

 July 21st at the Katahdin Iron Works Gate 
House, Katahdin Iron Works Township 

• Whole Trees and Ashland Logging Museum Tour 
 August 1st in Ashland 

• Blue Hill Heritage Trust Tour 
 August 22nd in Surry 

Have some ideas and want to participate? You have a 
chance to directly impact the service we provide our 
membership by volunteering for a leadership role with 
the Maine SAF Executive Committee. Serving on the 
executive committee is a great way to gain leadership 
experience and build connections within the 
profession. Anyone who might be interested in 
participating should contact our Chair-Elect, Eric 
McPherson (eric.mcpherson@maine.edu) for more 
information. 
 
For folks interested in other ways to become more 
involved, we are piloting a new program where MESAF 
works with forestry professionals to implement short-
term projects to provide additional benefits to Maine’s 
forestry community. These could include training, 
public outreach, or even a social event. If you have a 
project that could be a good fit for collaboration with 
MESAF, please reach out to learn about ways to work 
with us. 
 
 
 
 

Award Recognition! 

Congratulations to Dr. Matt Russell for receiving the 
national SAF Technology Transfer Award! This award 
recognizes outstanding achievement in technology 
transfer, implementation, and extension as evidenced 
in the recipient’s career or involvement in SAF 
Community of Interest and science program activities.  
Technology transfer is critical to assuring that sound 
technical information becomes available to those 
concerned with the management and conservation of 
forest resources. Dr. Russell will receive well-
deserved recognition at the National Convention in 
Hartford, CT on Friday, October 24th.   

 

Outstanding Individual, Annual Awards 

Each year, the Maine Forest Products Council (MFPC) 
asks its members to select outstanding individuals 
from the forest products community who excel in 
their professions. Please take the time to consider 
those people in the forest products community who 
have done an exemplary job in these areas and 
deserve recognition for their positive impact on our 
industry. If you have a nomination in mind, please fill 
out the appropriate form and submit by July 31, 2025.  
Award recipients are recognized at the MFPC annual 
banquet on September 22, 2025. Nominations are 
sought for: 

• Outstanding Logger Award 

• Outstanding Trucker Award 

• Outstanding Manufacturer Award 

• Outstanding Forester Award 

 

 

Maine Division News  

Jason Desjardin 

http://tinyurl.com/mesaf-2025ft1
http://tinyurl.com/mesaf-2025ft1
http://tinyurl.com/mesaf-2025ft2
http://tinyurl.com/mesaf-2025ft3
mailto:eric.mcpherson@maine.edu
https://maineforest.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1btOsKfpMQ3Xw8w_R0f9XSht-CpFJrH4IArERFFKkKho/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1h3AlRmXko5V3r6dSab0pcxPVeQAaOLbNFpJw4aogGcA/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Ga2K8c4GnqvZG_E4POzmXpG7bevbjZtCKMHPg32bMe8/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1lWnFJiuWm5D3iJuQLO5yzqWEmgnXCGnyqeHzI42n01g/viewform?edit_requested=true
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Maine news, cont. 

Spruce Budworm 

In early June 2025, the Maine Budworm Response  
Coalition (MBRC) coordinated a response to building  
spruce budworm (SBW) populations using the  
Early Intervention Strategy (EIS). The MBRC  
successfully implemented an EIS treatment that  
included aerial application of low-toxicity insecticides  
to reduce SBW populations on approximately 240,000 
 acres in northern Maine. SBW populations will  
continue to be closely monitored and may require  
additional treatments over the coming years to ensure the  
populations do not lead to outbreak. To learn more  
about the program, location, and products please visit  
www.sprucebudwormmaine.org or www.maine.gov/
sbw. 
 
Climate-Smart Forestry Manual 

The Maine TREE Foundation, in collaboration with the Sustainable Forestry Initiative and Manomet, has 
developed the Northeast Climate-Smart Forestry Manual. The manual serves as a comprehensive guide for 
forest managers in the Northeastern United States, providing strategies to enhance forest resilience and 
carbon sequestration in the face of climate change.  Follow this link to download a copy of the manual from 
the Maine Tree Foundation’s website.   

Top: Fleet of aircraft ready to tackle spruce budworm in 
northern Maine. Below: Spruce budworm larvae (left) and 
moth (right). 

https://www.sprucebudwormmaine.org/what-do-we-do-next/intervention-strategies/
http://www.sprucebudwormmaine.org
http://www.maine.gov/sbw
http://www.maine.gov/sbw
https://www.mainetree.org/product-page/northeast-climate-smart-forestry-manual
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CANOPY 2025 Recap: Innovations in Practice 
The 2nd annual Canopy 2025: Innovations in Practice 
Forestry Forum was held on Thursday, May 29th, 
2025, at the UMass Amherst Conference Center. 
There were 255 attendees, and the forum brought 
together forest professionals, landowners, 
conservationists, students, and innovators from 
across the Commonwealth for a full day of learning 
and connection under the theme “Innovations in 
Practice.” The forum explored the many ways forests 
support local economies, climate resilience, 
biodiversity, and community wellbeing, and how new 
strategies and partnerships can help sustain them into 
the future. 
 
Massachusetts DCR Staff Updates 
Jennifer Fish has accepted a position as 
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR) Deputy Director of Forest 
Stewardship. Michael Barry will be filling her role as 
Director of Private Lands. Michael Downey has been 
promoted to Outreach Coordinator within DCR’s 
Service Forestry Program. Mike Downey’s service 
forestry district will be filled by current staff until a 
replacement is hired. 
 
Massachusetts Woodlands Connect 
Massachusetts Woodlands Connect is a new multi-
year project dedicated to supporting underserved 
forest landowners and stewards to enhance the 
ecological and economic potential of their woodlands. 
Underserved landowners include the following: 

• BIPOC 
• Tribal nations and affiliations 
• Beginning 
• Limited Resource 
• Veteran 

  
Centered on collaboration and empowerment, this 
project will: 
 
• Form a Stakeholder Steering Committee to oversee 
the creation of strategies to ensure that underserved 

land stewards have access to the resources they need; 
inform and strengthen the Massachusetts DCR 
Service Forestry Program, with a particular focus on 
enhancing outreach, support, and inclusion; and to 
provide input specifically on the following key 
program areas: 
 

 ForestsWork Incentive Programs 
 DCR Cost-Share Programs 
 Forest Tax Program 
 Forest Cutting Practices Act 
 Forest Stewardship Program 

 
• Identify Barriers that hinder access to resources 
and support for underserved land stewards. 
 
• Provide Tailored Technical Assistance on forest 
management, agroforestry, and sustainable land 
practices. 
 
• Build Community Networks through workshops, 
listening sessions, and networking events to create a 
collaborative environment among land stewards. 
 
• Develop an Implementation Plan that serves as a 
living document and comprehensive roadmap for 
engaging underserved forest stewards and providing 
them with the resources and tools they need to 
sustainably care for their woodlands. 
  
This work will empower forest stewards with the tools 
and knowledge needed for sustainable land 
management and provide multiple benefits to 
communities, including: 
 
• Improved Forest Health & Resilience: Through 
sustainable land management practices, land 
stewards will contribute to healthier ecosystems, 
increased biodiversity, and enhanced climate 
resilience. 
 
• Economic Opportunities: Members will be 
equipped to explore alternative income sources such 
as agroforestry, non-timber forest products, and 
ecotourism, supporting local economies. 

Massachusetts Chapter News  

Joelle Vautour 

https://www.regenerativedesigngroup.com/dcr-woodlands-connect/
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Massachusetts news, cont. 
 

• Strengthened Communities: The program will 
create a strong sense of community among forest 
stewards, fostering collaboration and peer support 
that encourages continued stewardship and 
responsibility for the land. 
 
• Agroforestry Pilot Projects: Steering committee 
members will explore opportunities for agroforestry 
pilot projects in and for the communities they 
represent. 
  
In addition to building out the Steering Committee, on 
Sunday, July 6th, the project team held a 
free Agroforestry Field Day at Global Village in Grafton 
to convene farmers, land stewards, educators, and 
those curious about forest-based food systems. 
Participants rotated through interactive stations that 
included air pruning and other low-cost propagation 
strategies; guided forest walks exploring stewardship 
and management planning; food forest care and 
maintenance techniques; and facilitated discussion on 
barriers and pathways to adoption of agroforestry  

 
practices. This field day was the first of many 
networking opportunities that will take place over the 
coming seasons. We hope to see you at future events! 
  
For more about the Woodlands Connect project, 
including information about upcoming workshops, 
listening sessions, and networking events, please 
contact: 
 

Michelle Nikfarjam -
 michelle@pocassetlandtrust.org, 

Mike Downey – michael.downey@mass.gov, or 

Genevieve Lawlor -
 genevieve@regenerativedesigngroup.com 

The Woodlands Connect project is a collaboration 
between the Massachusetts Department of Conservation 
and Recreation, Regenerative Design Group, and the 
Pocasset Pokanoket Land Trust and is funded through a 
USDA Forest Service Grant 24-DG-11094200-026 (2024 
IRA Forest Landowner Assistance Grant). 

Your ad here! 
 

Highlight your business or product to 700+ foresters by 

advertising in the next News Quarterly.  

Email nesafnq@gmail.com to get started. 

mailto:michelle@pocassetlandtrust.org
mailto:michael.downey@mass.gov
mailto:genevieve@regenerativedesigngroup.com
mailto:nesafnq@gmail.com
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2025 Forest Health Meeting (from Al Freeman) 

Vermont’s 2025 Forest Health Meeting took place 
online on May 21 and covered emerging threats and 
adaptive strategies for managing forest health across 
the Northeast. Presentations highlighted the spread 
and management of key pests and diseases, including 
spruce budworm, elm zigzag sawfly, white pine needle 
damage, and beech leaf disease. Updates included 
early intervention approaches in Maine, current pest 
distribution and biology, and lessons from 
international research. The afternoon focused on 
efforts to protect ash trees, emphasizing collaborative 
approaches such as the Sustaining Ash Partners 
Network and cross-cultural stewardship in 
Wabanakik. The meeting concluded with a look at 
evolving plant health work in Vermont, reflecting the 
need for coordinated response. 
 

Vermont Forests, Parks, and Recreations expands 
Emerald Ash Borer biocontrol program 

Emerald ash borer (EAB) was initially detected in the 
state in 2018. Vermont Forests, Parks, and Recreation 
(FPR) began their biocontrol program in 2020 at LR 
Jones State Forest in Plainfield and Apple Island in 
South Hero, adding Whipstock Hill WMA in 
Bennington, Maquam WMA in Swanton, and Allis State 
Park in Brookfield in following years. Three wasp 
species were released at these sites: Tetrastichus 
planipennisi, which primarily impact EAB larvae on 
ash less than 6” DBH, Spathius galinae, which have 
longer ovipositors that can lay eggs in EAB larvae on 
trees up to 23” DBH, and Oobius agrili which 
parasitizes the eggs of EAB. 

After three years, these sites are assessed for 
recovery, or success of biocontrol release. Trees are 
removed from release sites in the fall and kept in 
rearing barrels over the winter, then in spring, they 
are examined for presence of the tree wasp species. 
Recovery outcomes from LR Jones, Apple Island, and 
Whipstock Hill will be reported later in 2025. Maquam 
Hill and Allis State Park will be assessed in 2026. 

FPR continues to expand its biocontrol efforts and 
was approved for a record number of new sites this 
year. In 2025, biocontrol release will take place at 
Ricker Pond in Groton, Downer State Forest in 
Sharon, Lake Carmi State Park in Enosburg Falls, The 

Narrows WMA in West Haven, Roy Mountain WMA in 
Barnet, Howe Block, Camel’s Hump State Forest in 
Fayston, and Atherton Meadows WMA in Whitingham. 
Following this year’s activities, nine out of Vermont’s 
14 counties will have at least one release site. 

 

Forest Service issues final plan to manage 72,000 
acres in Green Mountain National Forest (from VT 
Public) 
 

The U.S. Forest Service has finalized a management 
plan for 72,000 acres in the Green Mountains near 
Rutland, Vermont, which includes active management 
on approximately 11,000 acres. The plan, effective 
through 2030, follows a long public input process, 
with discussion focused specifically on how the plan 
addresses old growth and mature forests, as well as 
how much area would undergo active management. 
The finalized plan integrates public input and includes 
the incorporation of ecological and climate adaptive 
forestry practices, thinning aging tree stands, and 
using prescribed burns to support oak forests. 

Green Mountain Division News  

Jess Wikle 

Spathius galinae before release. Photo: Chloe Sardonis 

https://www.vermontpublic.org/local-news/2025-06-16/forest-service-issues-final-plan-to-manage-72-000-acres-in-rutland-windsor-and-addison-counties
https://www.vermontpublic.org/local-news/2025-06-16/forest-service-issues-final-plan-to-manage-72-000-acres-in-rutland-windsor-and-addison-counties
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From: Matthias Nevins, Granite State Division Chair: 
 

Many of our members are welcoming the recent heat 
and drier weather as we enter the high summer 
season in NH. Extended spring rains slowed active 
forest management projects significantly. Granite 
State Division members shifted to management 
planning and inventory work as the rains delayed 
many harvest operations. These rains did, however, 
provide a much-needed recharge to our aquifers, 
wetlands, and waterways. With increasing sun we 
should be positioned nicely for an excellent growing 
season.  

GSD continued to assist our partner organizations like 
NH Tree Farm, Envirothon, and Project Learning Tree. 
We continue to support young forestry professionals 
through our annual summer intern scholarships. GSD 
provided financial support to three NH forestry 
companies this summer, who have hired summer 
forestry technicians all from SAF-accredited forestry 
programs in New England.  

This Spring, GSD-SAF endorsed a new industry-
recognized credential (IRC) co-developed with UNH 
now available to high schools, adults looking for 
career changes, and other non-traditional students. 
The first cohort goes through the program in the fall 
of 2025. While there are IRCs that provide credentials 
to forestry professionals, this is the first in the nation 
that provides a foundation for non-professionals, 
including high schoolers, leading them into a core 
forestry career. Participants learn about silviculture, 
forest ecology, and forest management. This 
credential demonstrates basic literacy in forestry 
concepts and skills. It serves as a stand-alone IRC for 
students who are enrolled can use the program as a 
prerequisite to earn the Society of American 
Foresters’ (SAF) Candidate Certified Forestry 
Technician (CCFT) certification, a new certification 
that is a professional standard for forestry 
technicians.   

For more information about GSD-SAF or how you can 
get engaged, please feel free to contact me directly at 
mnevins@meadowsendco.com  

From Forestry News for Foresters with Steve 
Roberge, NH State Extension Forestry Specialist: 
 
Update - 2025 Northeast Silviculture Institute 
Check in periodically to the Northeast Silviculture 
Institute for Foresters webpage for information, 
resources, and updates on upcoming trainings across 
New Hampshire. Northern Hardwoods and Spruce-Fir 
sessions applications are available. The deadline for 
these two sessions is July 18th. If you haven’t applied 
for Pine-Oak-Hemlock (deadline 6/30), feel free to 
use this application to sign up for one, two, or all 
three sessions. 

 
Good Forestry in the Granite State: Draft Available 
for Review 
Good Forestry in the Granite State - The draft of the 
third edition is ready for public review.  

Good Forestry provides landowners and the 
professionals who work with them with practical 
recommendations and information. It is time for users 
to review and react to the prepared draft. 
 
Workshops, Webinars, and Happenings 

• Invasive Plant Field Identification – Goffstown, 
NH. July 17, 9:00 to 11:00 am OR 3:30 to 5:30 pm. 
2.0 SAF Category 1 CFEs and 2.0 NH Pesticide 
Recertification Credits offered 
• Climate Resilient Forest Management Tour – 
North Conway, NH. July 18, 8:45 am to 12:00 pm. 
3.0 SAF Category 1 CFEs offered.  
• Silvopasture Twilight Tour – Canterbury, NH. 
July 21, 4:00 to 5:30 pm. 1.5 SAF Category 1 CFEs 
offered.  
• Climate Resilient Forest Management Tour – 
Gilsum, NH. July 22, 8:45 am to 12:00 pm. 3.0 SAF 
Category 1 CFEs offered.  
• NH Invasives Academy: Managing in the Face 
of Upland Invasive Plants – Lebanon, NH. July 24, 
8:00 am to 3:45 pm. 5.0 SAF Category 1 CFEs and 
4.25 NH Pesticide Recertification Credits offered.  

 

 

Granite State Division News  

Ben Vicere 

mailto:mnevins@meadowsendco.com
https://extension.unh.edu/northeast-silviculture-institute-foresters?utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34188&lea=11684&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0WRh000003NNILMA4
https://extension.unh.edu/northeast-silviculture-institute-foresters?utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34188&lea=11684&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0WRh000003NNILMA4
https://aws.predictiveresponse.net/fwd.htm?redirect=https://unh.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_72HcpyT7l65wuMu&utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34188&lea=11684&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0WRh000003NNILMA4
https://aws.predictiveresponse.net/fwd.htm?redirect=https://unh.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_72HcpyT7l65wuMu&utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34188&lea=11684&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0WRh000003NNILMA4
https://extension.unh.edu/good-forestry-granite-state-3rd-edition-revision?utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34188&lea=11684&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0WRh000003NNILMA4
https://extension.unh.edu/event/2025/07/invasive-plant-field-identification-goffstown?utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34188&lea=11684&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0WRh000003NNILMA4
https://extension.unh.edu/event/2025/07/climate-resilient-forest-management-tour-foresters-green-hills-preserve?utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34188&lea=11684&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0WRh000003NNILMA4
https://extension.unh.edu/event/2025/07/silvopasture-twilight-meetings-july-21st-meeh-3-farm-canterbury-nh?utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34188&lea=11684&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0WRh000003NNILMA4
https://extension.unh.edu/event/2025/07/climate-resilient-forest-management-tour-foresters-surry-mountain-preserve?utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34188&lea=11684&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0WRh000003NNILMA4
https://extension.unh.edu/event/2025/07/2025-nh-invasives-academy-managing-face-upland-invasive-plants?utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34188&lea=11684&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0WRh000003NNILMA4
https://extension.unh.edu/event/2025/07/2025-nh-invasives-academy-managing-face-upland-invasive-plants?utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34188&lea=11684&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0WRh000003NNILMA4
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Granite State news, cont. 

• Northeast Silviculture Institute for Foresters: Pine
-Oak-Hemlock – Concord, NH. July 30 and 31.  13.0* 
SAF Category 1 CFEs offered. Application Deadline 
June 30. 

• Silvopasture Twilight Tour – Stratham, NH. 
September 15, 4:00 to 5:30 pm. 1.5 SAF Category 1 
CFEs offered.  

• Forest Carbon Market Decision-Support: 
Workshop Series – Conway, NH. August 5, 9:00 am to 
4:30 pm. Food will be provided during the workshop. 
Participants are eligible for travel reimbursements up 
to $150. 

 

• ***Save the Date*** Northeast Silviculture 
Institute for Foresters: Northern Hardwood Session – 
Bartlett, NH. September 24 and 25. 

• ***Save the Date*** Northeast Silviculture 
Institute for Foresters: Spruce-Fir Session – 
Stewartstown, NH. October 14 and 15. 

Subscribe to Forestry News for Foresters.  

 

https://aws.predictiveresponse.net/fwd.htm?redirect=https://unh.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bPCsxdhiWDcvYKa&utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34188&lea=11684&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0WRh000003NNILMA4
https://aws.predictiveresponse.net/fwd.htm?redirect=https://unh.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bPCsxdhiWDcvYKa&utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34188&lea=11684&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0WRh000003NNILMA4
https://extension.unh.edu/event/2025/09/silvopasture-twilight-meetings-september-15th-winnicut-river-farm-stratham-nh?utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34188&lea=11684&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0WRh000003NNILMA4
https://aws.predictiveresponse.net/fwd.htm?redirect=https://www.canr.msu.edu/FERM/Workshops/Building-forest-carbon-and-market-decision-support/workshops&utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34188&lea=11684&ctr=
https://aws.predictiveresponse.net/fwd.htm?redirect=https://www.canr.msu.edu/FERM/Workshops/Building-forest-carbon-and-market-decision-support/workshops&utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34188&lea=11684&ctr=
https://aws.predictiveresponse.net/fwd.htm?redirect=https://unh.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_72HcpyT7l65wuMu&utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34188&lea=11684&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0WRh000003NNILMA4
https://aws.predictiveresponse.net/fwd.htm?redirect=https://unh.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_72HcpyT7l65wuMu&utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34188&lea=11684&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0WRh000003NNILMA4
https://aws.predictiveresponse.net/fwd.htm?redirect=https://unh.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_72HcpyT7l65wuMu&utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34188&lea=11684&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0WRh000003NNILMA4
https://aws.predictiveresponse.net/fwd.htm?redirect=https://unh.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_72HcpyT7l65wuMu&utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34188&lea=11684&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0WRh000003NNILMA4
https://aws.predictiveresponse.net/fwd.htm?redirect=https://unhoutreach.tfaforms.net/217758&utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34188&lea=11684&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0WRh000003NNILMA4
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Obituaries 
NESAF members are welcome to share any obituaries. Email them to  nesafnq@gmail.com. 

 
 

Pamela Wells 
Pamela Wells of Old Town, ME passed away on June 22, 2025. She was 
a devoted steward of the 1,100-acre Wells Forest. She was an avid 
wildlife photographer, musician, and writer, with her work featured in 
numerous publications, including magazines, newspapers, and 
conservation journals. Read her obituary here. 

mailto:%20nesafnq@gmail.com
https://obituaries.bangordailynews.com/obituary/pamela-wells-1092950504
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The University of New Hampshire Cooperative Extension has announced that 
applications for the Northeast Silviculture Institute are now being accepted for 
the following three sessions: 

  
• July 30 & 31 Pine-Oak-Hemlock - Concord, NH- (space is limited!)  
 
• September 24 & 25 Northern Hardwoods - Bartlett, NH 
 
• October 14 & 15 Spruce-Fir - Stewartstown, NH 

 
The Northeast Silviculture Institute for Foresters provides practicing foresters 
with new and up-to-date silvicultural knowledge to help them with forest 
management in the northeast. There are a limited number of seats available for 
each of the Institute sessions.  
 
If you are interested in attending one or all of the sessions, please follow this link to apply. Accepted applicants will be 
notified and will receive information regarding registration. Registration for each session is $150 which includes boxed 
lunches for both days. Please e-mail Steven Roberge with any questions.  
 
Note: The Silviculture Institute training from 2017 was recorded and all materials are available on the Silviculture 
Institute website. Please also visit this website for more information, resources, and updates. 

https://unh.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_72HcpyT7l65wuMu
mailto:steven.roberge@unh.edu
https://extension.unh.edu/northeast-silviculture-institute-foresters?utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34169&lea=11665&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0WRh000003MCSDMA4
https://extension.unh.edu/northeast-silviculture-institute-foresters?utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34169&lea=11665&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0WRh000003MCSDMA4
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Upcoming Events 
See the NESAF website for latest details on upcoming events. 

Northeast Silviculture Institute  
For Foresters 

 
Three locations across New Hampshire in July,  

September, and October 
 
 

More information 

2025 Northern Hardwood Conference 
 
 

August 5-7, 2025  
 

Marriott Syracuse Downtown 

Syracuse, NY 
 

More information 

Northeastern Old Growth Conference 
 

Sep 17-20, 2025  
 

Middlebury College, Breadloaf Campus 
Ripton, VT 

 

More information 

2025 SAF National Convention 
 

October 23-27, 2025 
 

Connecticut Convention Center 
 

Hartford, CT 
 

More information 

SMART 2025: Emerging Engineered 
Wood for Buildings 

 
August 17-19 

Yale University 
New Haven, CT 

 
 

More information 

https://nesaf.org/events/
https://extension.unh.edu/northeast-silviculture-institute-foresters?utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Foresters&org=785&lvl=100&ite=34188&lea=11684&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0WRh000003NNILMA4
https://www.esf.edu/srm/northern-hardwood/index.php
https://www.outdoors.org/destinations/maine/little-lyford-lodge-cabins/
https://www.uvm.edu/extension/northeastern-old-growth-forest-conference
https://eforester.org/Safconvention2025
https://cmi.yale.edu/smart-2025-emerging-engineered-wood-for-buildings
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Footnotes — Matt Russell 

With all of the current and future stressors to our forests, its articles like this issue’s Science Theme that 
always leave me encouraged. Oaks are some of New England’s most vulnerable species to forest health threats 
like deer and spongy moth. On top of that, oak forests are often found on small parcels owned by family forest 
landowners. Not only are the forests difficult to access and manage, but oftentimes the people are, too. 
Specifically, this is often in the form of outreach and communicating with the landowner about the benefits of 
forest management (and overcoming any negative perceptions about forest management).  

President Dwight Eisenhower is credited with the quote, “Plans are useless, but planning is indispensable.” It’s 
an excellent reminder about the importance of the process of getting prepared for the future. The process 
that foresters in southern New England have been going through to conduct research, teaching, and outreach 
on the importance of oak ecosystems has been thorough and well executed. As the article describes, the 
adaptive silviculture approach at Mohegan State Forest and elsewhere has involved a number of organizations 
and groups that have come to the table. 

Think of how much your own work has been influenced by others from outside your organizations. Through 
the process of tackling our biggest problems in forestry, we can share ideas, learn different perspectives, and 
work together to come to solutions. As we continue to celebrate SAF’s 125th anniversary this year, I think 
about what it must have been like to be a fly on the wall for some of those first meetings that formed SAF. 
Everyone at the table must have had different ideas and perspectives for what SAF would look like. Today, 
we’re still benefitting from the process that SAF’s founders went through over 125 years ago. 

We’ll have one more issue of the News Quarterly sent to your inbox a few weeks before the National 
Convention in Hartford. Until then, have a great rest of the summer!  


