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All of us in New England are looking forward to hosting SAF’s National Convention next year! The 2025       
Convention in Hartford, CT will be the first one hosted by NESAF since a virtual Convention held in 2020.  

If you’ve never been to New England, or it’s been a while since you’ve visited, we wanted to provide a refresher 
about our region and our forests. And there’s no better way to do that than for our foresters to tell you about it 
themselves. Learn more about New England’s unique forests and the diversity of work and stories that each 
New England forester brings with them. We hope you enjoy this issue that highlights six outstanding foresters, 
one from each state in New England.  

Welcome to New England. 
You’ll have a wicked good time! 

The News Quarterly is the official publication of the New England  Society of American Foresters.                 1 



 

 

Jason is a Planning Forester with Seven Islands Land Company. He collaboratively 
develops, and communicates actionable harvest, roadwork, and silviculture plans for 
more than 800,000 acres of timberland. He plays a leading role in forest health and 
integrated pest management activities. Jason is a Certified Forester, Maine Licensed 
Forester, Maine Commercial Master Pesticide Applicator, and FAA Remote Pilot.   
Jason is enthusiastic about promoting the values of sustainable forestry. When not 
doing that, Jason is spending time with family, tending to the homestead, or hunting 
and fishing. He resides in Castle Hill, Maine where he shares a home with his wife, 
two children, and their two cats.  

What is one of your favorite forests in New England?  

The Acadian Forest, of course! My favorite part of New England forests is our four, very unique and distinct seasons. Each 
brings its own suite of unique attributes that I both look forward to and reminisce over as we transition through them.  

What are the most exciting moments of your career so far?  

Two come to mind immediately. One early career and one of late, both set in the heart of the North Maine Woods. Early 
on, I was fortunate enough to participate in Canada lynx conservation efforts on timberlands we managed, assisting    
wildlife biologists from near and far with weighing, tagging, and comforting lynx kittens. Recently I spent time with        
archeologists unearthing 10,000-year-old paleolithic stone artifacts as part of their research on early human activity.    
Forestry involves so much more than trees!   

For a young forester, what tools or skills would you recommend learning?  

Give equal attention to developing communication and people skills. Getting your job done requires working with people. 
Communication is not a one-size-fits-all approach. Stay curious and embrace change, it's ultimately what we're managing.  

Jason Desjardin 

Al Freeman is the Climate Forester for Vermont Department of Forests, Parks, and 
Recreation as well as a Ph.D. Candidate at the University of Vermont. She serves as a 
resource on climate adaptation and carbon science for the department and works to 
incorporate climate-smart strategies in state forest management planning. She lives 
in Northfield, Vermont and enjoys bringing her dog into the woods whenever possible.  

How would you explain the work you do to a non-forester?  

My job as the climate forester centers around helping foresters and landowners    
manage their forests to better adapt to climate change and increase ecosystem       
resilience. My work focuses on implementing management strategies that maintain 
biodiversity, protect against pests and diseases, and utilize sustainable practices to 
ensure forests can withstand and recover from climate-related stresses.  

What is one of your favorite forests in New England?  

I’ve spent a lot of time conducting research in the Clement Woodlot in Corinth, VT which is primarily a rich northern 
hardwood forest. It’s full of beautiful spring ephemerals, stunning white ash, and small swimming holes which make for an 
enjoyable day in the woods. There are also the best apple cider donuts at the Crossmolina Cookeville Market just around 
the corner in Corinth which may have some sway on my opinion!  

For a young forester, what tools or skills would you recommend learning?  

I recommend gaining experiences through field work and technician positions in diverse ecosystems to better               
understand what region, forest type, and role (e.g., private consulting, university research) you would like to pursue. I ’ve 
worked in both the West and Southwest before coming to New England and found these experiences invaluable in        
determining the trajectory of my career.  

Al Freeman 
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Mary Wigmore is a consultant forester in western Massachusetts. She has spent over four decades managing private and 
municipal forests. Starting out as a forest technician, she has continually educated herself to broaden her skill set to    
include watershed management, ecological forestry, and most recently climate adaptation and carbon-wise forest         
management. Mary is committed to her job as what New Englanders call “a dirt forester”, capably practicing forestry as 
they taught her in UMass forestry school so many years back. She lives in the hills with her best friend, Bob, surrounded 
by many of the properties that she managed for years.  

What is one of your favorite forests in New England?  

My neighbors own a small 35-acre forest that I have worked in for 40 years across four title holders. I built a trail loop 
through it in the mid-1980’s during a firewood harvest. Every day that I don’t work in the woods, I wander through this 
trail. The forest is a mixed white pine and red oak grove with an overstory that ranges in age from 90 to 110 years of age. 
Numerous oak trees grew larger than 27 inches here in the rocky, yet rich Peru loams. Their wide, sprawling crowns just 
this week cooled my morning walk in the hot sun. I know several of these oaks quite well, as they brought me comfort 
through many adult crises. The statuesque white pine trees climb higher than 80 feet. A large barred owl ’s nest appeared 
in one of the trees about 20 years back. I never fail to call them out on a winter night of owling. I love this small grove; I 
can walk through it on a dark night without a lamp because my being resonates so closely with her life force.  

If you had to choose a different profession, what would it be?  

Come on really, a picnic in the woods every day, watching the forest wake up to dawn’s first light, or that glimmering of 
the snow at the end of a long day in late December. Not to mention what was once and hopefully will be again a noble 
profession supplying the world with wood products and keeping a forest thriving. Unimaginable to do something else.  

Mary Wigmore 

Matthias Nevins is a licensed professional forester with Meadowsend Consulting        
Company based in New Hampshire. Matthias has his M.S. in Forest Science from the   
University of Vermont, is a Tree Farm inspector, NRCS technical service provider, and is 
the vice-chair of NESAF’s Granite State Division. Matthias works closely with family forest 
owners in the central and western regions of New Hampshire. He prepares comprehen-
sive forest management plans and coordinates active forest stewardship projects where 
he gets to implement a wide range of silvicultural treatments and practice the art and 
science of forestry. Matthias has a special interest in climate adaptation with a focus on 
ecological forestry. He lives in New London, NH with his partner Kiersten and their pup, 
Freja. He is a New Englander who hasn't strayed too far away from home and enjoys   
playing outside throughout the seasons.  

What makes forests in New England unique?  

Our forests are remarkably diverse. Not only do our forests support a wide variety of tree species, but our mosaic of land 
ownership types results in a diversity of management styles and approaches being practiced on the landscape. Our land 
use history in this region is truly remarkable with the impacts of near complete land clearing during the settlement and 
agricultural periods of 19th century still evident and influencing current forest conditions. We are also at the forefront of 
managing the impacts associated with a changing climate and introduction of non-native forest pests and pathogens. 
Foresters and land managers in our region have been practicing silviculture reliant on natural regeneration for many 
years and some of the founders and earliest practitioners of we know as ecological forestry were based in our region.  

What are the most exciting moments of your career so far?  

Some of the most exciting and rewarding moments for me come when I connect with family forest landowners and help 
them build a stronger connection to their forest. I also get really fired up and excited about moving from stewardship 
planning to actually implementing the forestry work on the ground in partnership with the landowners and loggers.  

Matthias Nevins 
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Amanda is a graduate student at the University of Connecticut and works with    
Extension Forestry and the Applied Forest Ecology Lab to study forestry and       
foresters. Her research projects focus on climate-adaptive management to help 
southern New England forests thrive in changing conditions. As a forester licensed 
in Connecticut, she also enjoys opportunities to connect with landowners for forest 
assessments and writing management plans. She lives in central CT, sings a lot of 
sea songs, and does a lot of hiking with her hound.  

What makes forests in New England unique?  

The thing that makes New England forests unique is how many different ways we 
use them and connect with them and all the reasons we have for protecting and 
managing them. We have great oak trees (the best?) to harvest for timber, but they 
take over 100 years to grow and between harvests those forests are habitat for all 
sorts of plants and animals, hiking and hunting grounds for humans, and protect 
water quality. We have sugar bushes that are also certified habitat for protected 

bird species. We have coniferous forests that keep valuable fisheries cool in the summer. The overlapping “multiple   
management objectives” are sometimes tricky to sort out, but I think it’s an exciting challenge!  

Tell us about one of the most exciting moments of your career so far.  

We took the Commissioner of the CT Dept. Of Energy and Environmental Protection and others on a tour of a state forest 
where we did some climate-adaptive work. Participants were impressed with our crop of regenerating oak and seemed to 
understand how and why we got here. But then the commissioner asked me “Why do we care about oak so much?” I was 
thrilled to extoll the ecological and economic values of the oak! And also how we need to manage for it or we ’re going to 
start losing it. Now I start all of my tours in oak forests with cool and important oak facts before we get into anything 
technical.  

Amanda Bunce 

Chris Modisette retired in 2022 from the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service in 
Warwick, Rhode Island where is served as the State Resource Conservationist and State For-
ester. He was responsible for the planning, development and implementation of the  ecologi-
cal aspects of comprehensive soil, water, forest and resource conservation programs for the 
state. He is the past recipient of the Ernest M. Gould, Jr. Technology Transfer Award from 
the New England Society of American Foresters (2011), the Outstanding Forester Award from 
the Yankee Division Society of American Foresters (2001), the Town of Scituate's 2007 Alice 
M. Howland Conservation Award, and the Rhode Island Forest Conservators Organization's 
Friend of the Forest Award in 2023. He lives in Scituate, Rhode Island.  

What is one of your favorite forests in New England?  

My family's forest in Stafford, CT. In the late 1800's my great grandfather purchased bits and pieces of available land until 
he had assembled some 150 acres which contained a 9.9-acre pond with a dam, ruins of a white pine sawmill and shingle 
mill, and an intricate system of canals for moving water and remnants of charcoal. The CT Office of State Archaeology 
considered it one of the few 18th and 19th century rural industrial sites left in the state. The woodlands are a mix of hard-
wood and coniferous forest types. The oldest forest stands (mostly eastern white pine) are 125 to 150 years old. In 2015, as 
our family was dispersing across the country, we decided to sell 125 acres to the Northern Connecticut Land Trust to as-
sure its future conservation.  

For a young forester, what tools or skills would you recommend learning?  

1. Be well grounded in basic forestry courses, skills and abilities. Continue to be a student of forestry. 2. Be a member of 
SAF and contribute to its work. 3. Understand that forestry is as much about working with people as it is about caring for 
trees. Learn communication skills to tell our story. 4. Find a mentor. 5. Go to as many workshops focused on private 
woodland owners as you can. 6. Be collaborative.   

Chris Modisette 
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