


NESAF Executive Committee Meeting
Wednesday, September 18, 2019 @ 10AM – 1PM
NH Department of Natural & Cultural Resources, Concord, NH

APPROVED MINUTES

[bookmark: _GoBack]The meeting was called to order at 10:03 a.m. 
I.  STANDARD ITEMS
1. Antitrust Statement (Evans): The anti-trust statement was read. Julie E. can provide copies of the statement upon request.
2. Roll Call (Bussell):
Members Present:
JP Barsky			Editor of NESAF News Quarterly
Mallory Bussell		Secretary
Donn Downey		Treasurer
Julie Evans		Chair
Kevin Evans		Immediate Past Chair
Mike Fleming		Massachusetts State Representative; Policy Chair
Susan Francher		Membership Chair
Karl Honkonen		Maine State Representative
Ken Laustsen		Historian/Archivist; Awards Chair; Tri-Chair 2020 National Mtg
Rob MacMillan		Rhode Island State Representative; Elections Chair
Jon Nute			New Hampshire State Representative

Guests Present:
Fred Borman		Tri-Chair 2020 National Mtg

Members Absent:	
Tony D’Amato		Forest Science Coordinator
Don Floyd			Canadian Representative
Mel Harder		Connecticut State Representative; Grants Chair
Mariann Johnston		Board of Directors Member Region VI
Jake Metzler		Potential Incoming Chair-Elect
Ed O’Leary		Vermont State Representative
Wendy Weisiger		Website Administrator

3. Add/Adjust agenda: Due to a guest speaker at the end of the meeting the policy standing committee report will be the first report discussed due to the length of the expected discussion.
4. Review/Vote on the June 19, 2019 EC minutes (Bussell): Kevin E. moved to accept the June 19, 2019 NESAF EC Minutes as written. Jon N. seconded. No further discussion. The question was called, and the motion carried unanimously.

II. NEW & ONGOING BUSINESS 
1. Standing Committee Reports:
i. Policy (Fleming): Julie E. introduced the policy articles that were shared via email prior to the meeting. These were in regards to the bills introduced to the Massachusetts legislature regarding forest management and timber harvesting earlier this year. Mike F. led the group discussion. Discussion revolved around the negative impacts of banning local forestry and timber harvesting activities MA while MA consumers will continue to use the same products, but will be obtaining them from farther away. This legislation would extend the environmental pressure of forest products from the population of consumers using them. Ken L. noted that most wood products have short life spans, like paper, while less than 10% are longer lived products. Mike F. reported on the current status of bill H.897. Mike also provided an update from the monthly Massachusetts Forest Alliance he is a member of. Their most recent conference call suggested that it was unlikely that this bill would progress in the legislature. The broader concern of SAF is the persistence or momentum this idea could gain in the future that is unlikely to go away after one legislative season. The Massachusetts Forest Alliance is NESAF’s primary source of legislative updates regarding this subject. Currently the bill is in the Natural Resources Committee along with many other forest related bills. Jake M. wrote a draft statement NESAF could provide in response to this proposed bill. Donn D. liked Jake’s draft response, but also noted that this is unlikely to truly refute the claims regarding forest carbon that are being circulated by the supporters of the bill because we lack scientific citations and research facts and numbers. There was more serious discussion about the paper that Tony D’Amato and Paul Cantanzaro have been working on for several years that provides the solid scientific nature we are looking for in a response. The membership will likely be very interested in the response and the research regarding forest carbon. The last NQ contained a link to how Mass Wildlife manages for carbon on their land base. Jon N. moved to approve Jake Metzler’s response position statement as is and submit a more academically solid position statement to Massachusetts legislators when it is available. Donn D. seconded. Discussion revolved around timing of bill process and how that affects our response timing. There is a 6-8 week window while this bill is still in committee. It was suggested to put Jake’s response in front of Tony D’Amato to suggest any edits. It was determined that the policy committee will forward this to a NESAF EC subcommittee with Mike Fleming’s participation due to lack of participants in the policy committee. Mike requested state rep’s involvement in this NESAF subcommittee. Ross Hubacz, Massachusetts SAF Chair, had drafted a response to the bill, but the NESAF EC determined that this response was very specific to MA and not broad enough for a NESAF level response. Discussion revolved around whether the type of response NESAF has drafted from Jake is considered a position statement or a response or statement regarding this legislation. Susan F. described why she would call this a statement or response and not a position statement, which was generally agreed upon within the group. There is an informational event for legislators on Sept. 24th which Mass Forest Alliance is hosting. Jon N. amended his motion to read: a motion to approved Jake Metzler’s letter as a NESAF response to Massachusetts legislators and attach a national position statement to said correspondence. Karl H. abstained from the vote, as he is a federal employee and cannot be involved with any lobbying. The question was called, the motion was approved with no parties opposed. The NESAF sub-committee will work on developing a rapid NESAF position statement. Mass could become a leader in issues like this in the future and NESAF should be prepared for further issues like this. National SAF will also be contacted, as this could have greater influence over other states and regions. JP will find a way to somehow incorporate this in the next NQ. Susan F. noted that all states are currently working on their Forest Action Plans and each will be grappling with how to address climate change in these plans. The volunteers for the subcommittee are: Julie E, Ken L, and Mike F.
ii. District VI Report (Johnston): Mariann J. was unable to attend and no report was submitted.
iii. News Quarterly (Barsky): JP submitted a written report prior to the meeting. 
Current Issue: JP reported that the deadline for submissions is September 22nd for the October NQ issue. Tony has two articles for the issue and JP had yet to learn the theme of these. There was discussion of including Jake’s policy response as a guest column in the upcoming issue. There was discussion about possibly including a member profile to the NQ. This could honor SAF members’ careers. Carbon is a potential science theme for the January issue. The change in how CEU credits are handled by national may be included in a future NQ to help describe the transition and help folks navigate it. 
Future NQ Dates:	Oct. 15th	Mid-Jan.	April		July
Deadlines:		Sept. 22nd	Dec. 21st	Mar. 22nd	Jun. 23rd	
Special Issue: JP discussed the 4-page promotional NQ for the 2019 National Meeting. It will include blurbs from each of the state foresters. JP is running into an issue acquiring blurbs back from ME and NH. It was decided to print 1,000 color copies to have available at the promotional booth at the national meeting in Louisville. JP and Fred will discuss the logistics of getting the issue shipped to Louisville with Carol Redelsheimer.
iv. Membership (Francher): Susan F. reported 786 current members after the membership list purge in March. Susan has the 3-year lapsed members list and she will be providing the list by state to each state rep to bring back to their own executive committees to reach out to. JP mentioned that the Yankee division is sponsoring up to 5 transitional memberships and that CT public employees are now eligible to have their memberships paid for by the state.
v. Forest Science Coordinator (D’Amato): Tony D. was unable to attend and did not submit a report.
vi. Elections (MacMillan): Rob M. reported that the voting period for the upcoming election is Oct. 15th to Nov. 15th primarily via a Survey Monkey link in an email Wendy will coordinate sending. Paper ballots will be sent out if requested. Rob asked for individual state election information (if they’d like to coordinate sending them out with the New England ballot) by Oct. 8th. It was discussed that candidate bios are unnecessary as it can’t be included in the link and voting doesn’t coordinate well with the NQ issue. It was discussed that Jake will need to be become elected in order to fill the Chair position. A Chair-Elect candidate is needed and potential interested candidates were discussed. Secretary, Treasurer, and State Reps: NH, CT, & RI are also up for re-election. 
vii. Website (Weisiger): Wendy W. was unable to attend and did not submit a report.
viii. Awards (Laustsen): Ken L. provided copies of possible prints to replace the Integrity in Conservation Award prints he has run out of. Where the last print purchased is no longer available, Ken passed around the new options and each person initialed the prints they liked. The print with the most votes was decided upon, which ended up being the picture with the geese on it. Ken enjoys the Awards Chair duties.
ix. Grants (Harder): Mel H. submitted a written report by email prior to the meeting. Mel reported that Andy Fast is requesting a one-year extension to the White Oak Cast Production grant because it became apparent during the project that increased drying time may minimize leakage and production issues. The extension would allow adequate time for the increased drying. Kevin E. moved to grant the one-year extension of the White Oak Cask Production grant. Mike F. seconded. No discussion. The question was called, and the motion was approved unanimously. Andy Fast is now UNH’s forest industry specialist. The Forester Fund Grant: “Using Geospatial Analysis to Map Forest Change in New Hampshire” has been completed, the final report was submitted and OK’d by National, and the file is closed. JP will reach out for a potential article about the Forester Fund Grant for the January issue of the NQ. There was an article in the Forestry Journal about it in May.
x. Historian/Archivist (Laustsen): Ken L. had nothing new to report.
xi. Communications: 
a) Fall MESAF Meeting: Oct. 7-8th; held in conjunction with a Forest Certification meeting. Karl H. provided a draft agenda.
xii. Education Chairs: Position still remains unfilled.
Break began at 11:46am.
Break ended at 11:54am.
2. Financial Report (Downey): Donn D. provided a written report at the meeting. The income/expense report and net worth statement were reviewed and discussed with no edits or significant discussion. Everything is occurring as expected. It was discussed that at the last meeting it was decided that $6,000 will the national convention budget. The promotional magnets for the 2019 National Meeting will be paid for directly by national. Karin Fox has not sent a bill yet for the NESAF promotional banner. NESAF will pay for the banner and it was designed to be universal; not specific to the 2020 meeting. Donn reported that he has explored TD Bank options and has decided it isn’t worth it to change banks with the options available right now. Donn will research options regarding money markets to suggest any potential opportunities to manage funds better. Donn noted that national dues reconciliation has not improved, but he has gotten better at managing the inconvenience. For instance, Donn received the funds for Q4 2018 in February but didn’t receive the reconciliation until June. And he received Q1 2019 in July with no report yet to date. Kevin E. moved to accept the Financial Report as written. Jon N. seconded. No discussion. The question was called, and the motion carried unanimously.
3. 2020 National Convention (Borman): Fred B. reported that Ken L., Bob R., Carol R., and himself will be coordinating the video loop at the beginning of the convention. They would like a membership-wide request for pictures as far back and forward as possible of members, events, and the landscape. A continuous video loop will be made. No deadlines for submissions yet, but this will likely be coordinated through the NQ and the website. The theme and keynote speakers for the convention have been determined. There are two keynote speakers: Lisa Brooks from Amherst College & Mark Bayes from Oklahoma Forest Service. Dr. Kathy Wolf may be a third keynote speaking with Mark. Topics for the Friday Focus were discussed. Fred noted that they are ahead of schedule in the planning process. Jeff Ward has 8-9 potential technical field tours; some of the topics include: 1) watershed forestry 2) urban forest tours 3) Yale-Myers Forest (overnight trip) 4) managed watershed at OceanSpray 5) small scale private forestry 6) origins of land trusts 7) forest history. The deadline for potential technical tours is mid-October. 
4. 2019 National Meeting (Evans): Julie E. took down a list of NESAF EC folks who will be attending the meeting in Louisville to help coordinate the booth schedule. Attendees will be: Donn, Kevin, Fred, Ken, Jake, Bob, Julie, & potentially Karl & Tony. Julie and Jake will be attending the House of Society Delegates (HSD) Meeting. It was noted that Lloyd Irland will be doing a session on ethics at this meeting. Promotional Booth: Julie passed around a picture of the final promotional booth design. The magnets are done and samples were passed out. The promotional booth will be setup in the same space as the Providence Convention Center booth. It will need to be manned for 8-10 hours Thursday and Friday. Julie will make up a worksheet for 2-hour volunteer blocks at the booth to send out to the attendees listed above. Fred will be the primary contact person for the booth. Ken will bring the raffle tickets.
5. Regional Leadership Academy (Laustsen): Ken L. reported that New England has several candidates. They are as follows:    Maine: Nicole Rogers, Tom Coleman, & Sean Bugbee, Vermont: Addison Kasmerek, Connecticut: Andrea Urbano. At the June NESAF EC meeting Ken was authorized up to $2,800 of NESAF funds to help offset registration costs for the 2019 Regional Leadership Academy. The $2,800 was based on registration fees of $400/participant from 2018’s Leadership Academy. This year the registration fee was reduced to $240 for registration, meals, & the meeting. This does not include travel and lodging of participants. Discussion revolved around how much NESAF should help offset this year versus what we helped offset last year based on the new numbers. Karl H. moved to revise the motion at the June EC meeting to read that NESAF EC will reimburse up to $400.00 per NESAF participant at the 2019 Leadership Academy, which may include meeting registration, travel, and lodging expenses. Mike F. seconded. No discussion. The question was called, and the motion carried unanimously. 
6. Other matters for the good of the order: The National Office is still in Bethesda and no one had heard of how the moving process has gone. The Awards deadline is December 1st and descriptions of the awards will be in the NQ.


NEXT MEETINGS:         
December 18th (conference call)

The meeting was adjourned at 1:07 p.m.  
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