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Kittredge, Bentley Elected Fellows 
“When I look out across 
the world of forestry and 
foresters that I know I 
cannot think of any indi-
vidual who better personi-
fies the pure interest in 
forests, their stewardship 
and the conveyance of 
that care and knowledge 
to students of all types 
than Dave.  He is a su-
perb researcher, an im-
passioned believer in the highest quality of man-
agement, and a public servant who gives endlessly 
of his personal time to reach landowners, commu-
nities, and national audiences to increase the 
awareness of forests and their proper steward-
ship.”  These are the words of one of Dave Kit-
tredge’s colleagues in support of his nomination to 
Fellow status.   

Kittredge is Professor/Extension Forester at the 
Department of Natural Resources Conservation. 
University of Massachusetts as well as holding a 
part-time research assistantship as Forest Policy 
Analyst at the Harvard Forest in Petersham, MA.  
He earned his BS in Forestry at UVM in 1978 and 
his MFS and Ph.D. in silviculture at Yale in 1980 
and ’86.  He earned his SAF CF in 1996 and holds 
certificates for 1997, 2000, 2002 and 2005. 

David’s contributions to the SAF, at the national, 
division and state levels are manifold.   He has 
consistently worked in leadership positions in the 
Yankee Division and in New England SAF; serving 
as chair of NESAF and Yankee Division, organiz-
ing sessions at conferences, giving his own pres-
entations at these meetings, and doing his part in 
the business management of the Society.  

Bill Bentley has been de-
scribed as “truly a treasure - 
to the forests and to the for-
estry profession. Through-
out his entire career, he has 
been, and continues to be, 
an exemplary ambassador 
for forestry and for SAF” 

Bill’s career has taken him 
across the country and 
around the world and his 
accomplishments range 
from his leadership at the 
Ford Foundation in establishing modern forestry 
programs at Universities in India, to mentoring 
young faculty members and students at his six aca-
demic posts.  He served as general chair of the 7th 
American Forest Congress. 

Bill has been active in SAF for 50 years, has at-
tended at least 23 National Conventions and in-
structed at the first Leadership Academy. He has 
served as secretary to the Forest Economics Work-
ing Group and later chaired the International For-
estry Working Group.  He was general chair of the 
2003 National Convention in Buffalo.  He recently 
concluded terms and vice-chair and chair of the 
Connecticut chapter of NESAF. 

Upon retiring in Connecticut, Bill has applied him-
self assiduously to forestry and forest policy at the 
local level. State Forester Don Smith says, “it is 
most gratifying that someone of Bill's international 
and national stature would apply himself to address 
local forestry issues. While Bill may have "bigger 
fish to try" than the small state of Connecticut, the 
fact that he has so eagerly invested of himself in 
the state forestry scene speaks volumes about the 
man.” 
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Members Serving You In 2008 

The ��������	
�	��� is the official publication of the New England Society of American Foresters.  It is published in January, April, June, 
and October,  and is mailed from Berlin, NH under a non-profit organization bulk mail permit.  Address all inquiries to Brad Wyman, 53 
Wyman Road, West Dummer, NH 03588 603-449-6794 (voice), 449-3312 (fax),  abwyman@ncia.net 
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OUR MISSION AS FORESTERS IS TO BE RESPONSIBLE STEWARDS OF THE EARTH ’S FORESTS WHILE  MEETING  SOCI-

ETY’S VITAL  NEEDS.  THE CHALLENGE  OF OUR MISSION LIES IN  KEEPING FOREST ECOSYSTEMS HEALTHY  AND  IN-

TACT WHILE  CONCURRENTLY  DRAWING  ON  THEIR RESOURCES.  WE WILL  MEET THIS CHALLENGE  BY CAREFULLY 
MONITORING  AND  MANAGING  THE EFFECTS OF NATURAL  AND  HUMAN  FORCES ON  THE FOREST.  OUR DECISIONS 
WILL  BE GUIDED  BY OUR PROFESSIONAL KNOWLEDGE , OUR COMPASSION FOR ALL  LIVING  THINGS , OUR DESIRE TO 
IMPROVE CITIZENS’ LIVES, AND  OUR RESPECT AND  CONCERN FOR THE ENTIRE FOREST ECOSYSTEM.  BY ADVANC-

ING   FORESTRY SCIENCE, EDUCATION , TECHNOLOGY , AND  THE PRACTICE OF FORESTRY, NE SAF WILL  PROVIDE 
THE LEADERSHIP TO ACHIEVE  ITS MISSION. 

Wilfrid Creighton, 72 Year SAF Member 
In November, the Maine Chapter reached into 
Nova Scotia to congratulate Wilfred Creighton on 
his status as the longest-serving member of NE-
SAF.  Laura Audibert sent him a copy of “The 
Greatest Good” DVD with their letter.  
          ———————————————— 
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Ergonomic Injuries from Tree Marking 
Guns?  - Jerry Milne  

Have your hands ever tingled or hurt after a day of 
marking timber? You may be suffering from carpal 
tunnel or trigger finger syndrome.  

The Northeast Center for Agricultural Health in 
Cooperstown, NY, is investigating ergonomic is-
sues of foresters using paint guns.  They are writ-
ing a grant proposal to conduct research on this 
topic, but they need information from foresters in 
the field. If you have any information, or experi-
enced this syndrome, please contact: 

Suzanne Stack, Project Coordinator 
Northeast Center for Agricultural Health 
607-547-6023 x 288,  sstack@nycamh.com  

or visit www.nycamh.com 

�� �
���������

���5�	��������
����������
����

��������!���
�	
������
��
���
���!�����
���3�

����������
�
��
!�	�!����������
���������� ���3�
!��
��	���
��

�������
����
�����!���	*
��
���!
���
�������
��������������!
���� ���������� ��
��
�� ��
���	���4������
����!�����	���

�����
���������������	
�
�������������
��
��������� ��
���
����� �9�����
�$�!��
����������!���%����
�����
���
��������	�������	�����
��!��� ��
�����
��������

�
�!�
����
��
��������
����������������
����
����! ��

����	�����������:��
������������
���!��
��	�
����� ��
��	�� �����

$��!�����3�

:�
��������
����!)���

��������������
�	�
	����
	��
���
����	���
�����



4 

 
L.E. Caldwell Company 
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Serving clients with quality, quantitative  
analyses to help them meet their goals. 

 
· Timberland Acquisition & Disposition Due Diligence  

·  Forest Valuation & Investment Analysis  

·  Sample Design & Forest Inventory Processing  

·  Timber Supply & Harvest Planning Models  

·  Growth &Yield Analysis  

·  Data Reformatting & Database Programming  

·  Tall Timber© Inventory Volume Processor & Reporter 
                                                                                           
 

 

431 General Turner Hill Road  | Turner, Maine 04282 
ph. 207.225.3955  or  207.377.3956 | lec@megalink.net 

Register for the 2008 NESAF/NYSAF Joint Annual Meeting  
Saratoga Springs, NY 

www.safnet.org 
 

For the first time, New England and New York are co-hosting the annual meeting, to take place at the 
Saratoga Hotel in Saratoga Springs, NY, from February 27-29, 2008. There will be speakers from 
across the northeast providing the latest research on a whole host of subjects, including climate 
change, biomass markets, watershed management,  forest (and forester) health, working with private 
landowners, and the latest advances in forest technology. 

In addition, there will be tours of the Finch Paper Mill and the Saratoga State Tree Nursery, working 
group meetings, exhibitors, an acoustic jam session (bring your instrument) and a student quiz bowl 
(come and cheer for your alma mater). 

Don’t forget your skis!  A bus trip is being offered to a local ski area, and Saratoga Spa State Park is 
just a few miles away with miles of cross-country trails. Other nearby attractions include Saratoga Na-
tional Battlefield and Skidmore College, home of the Tang Museum, a nationally recognized art mu-
seum. 

The Saratoga Hotel is conveniently located in downtown, within walking distance of many diverse res-
taurants, entertainment, and shops. For more about Saratoga, go to www.discoversaratoga.org . 

To register for the meeting, go to http://www.safnet.org/meetings/ny_ne_jointmeeting.c fm.  You 
can register online or download the application and mail it to National SAF in Maryland. The website 
also has a link to the Saratoga Hotel for room reservations. Register before January 27 to avoid the 
late fee.  

So plan to attend the annual meeting, where you will meet old friends and make new ones. See you in 
Saratoga!- Jerry Milne (NESAF) and Andy Hayes, (NYSAF) Meeting co-chairs 
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ties to handle the damaged stands need not have 
been immediate, sufficient time has now passed to 
manage storm-damaged areas if they have not yet 
already been treated.  Although a few Maine 
stands were damaged to the point of requiring im-
mediate salvage, trees in stands that received 
even moderate to heavy damage had very high 
survival rates (over 90 percent by one estimate). 
  

What is the condition of the 
trees and stands now?  In 
biological systems, survival is 
always the first order of busi-
ness.  The process of com-
partmentalization of discolored 
and decayed in wood in stems 
and branches favors survival 
and recovery.  In the ten years 
since the ice storm, surviving 
trees in Maine have been sub-
jected to a wide range of cli-
matic conditions, from drought 
periods during the early 2000’s 
through to the unusually wet 
years of 2005 and 2006.  
Overall condition, (by that I 
mean vitality) of trees in Maine 
is now judged to be very good.  Leaves remained 
green for a longer period of time through the grow-
ing season of 2007, and fall colors were long-
lasting as well, with brilliant color extending through 

(Continued on page 9) 

Reflections on Ice - William D. Ostrofsky, Forest 
Pathologist, Maine Forest Service, 50 Hospital 
Street, Augusta, Maine 04330 
 

What Happened?  Resiliency is one of the primary 
characteristics of our northeastern forests.  Few 
occurrences have more clearly demonstrated this 
phenomenon than did the ice storm of January, 
1998.  Most of us clearly remember the sight of 
backyard and roadside trees, and forest stands 
that appeared to have been devastated by the 
storm.  Broken branches and snapped tops littered 
the ground; roadways and access trails were 
blocked.  After clean-up of the damaged material, 
the remaining trees were left with multiple injuries 
and smaller crowns making them more susceptible 
to sunscald, insect attack, and decay.  Forest man-
agement options suddenly became limited.  
 

Advice from state and federal forest service groups 
urged landowners 
not to panic…that 
trees are well-
adapted to losing 
branches, and that 
long-term effects of 
decay would likely 
proceed slowly.  
This recommenda-
tion was a sound 
one and, while 
management and 
harvesting activi-

- Dr. James Harding, Theme Editor Quarterly Theme 

The Ice Storm —10 Years Later 
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Introduction  - Dr. Jim Harding, Forest Science Coordinator, New England SAF 

For those living in the northeast United States or southeast Canada in January of 1998, that time period 
is likely punctuated by a range of memories best defined as hardship or adaptation—not unlike the for-
ests and individual trees discussed in this theme.  Living in Orono, Maine at the time, my young bride 
and I lost power for five days, but my office at the University of Maine had electricity and heat, so we 
made do by sleeping on the floor and watching movie after movie which we rented from the local video 
store.  All in all, it was nicely romantic.  The biggest challenge I faced was finding ways to save the fifty 
pounds of frozen wild blueberries I had in my freezer.  Regardless of the particular circumstances sur-
rounding the storm, that event has provided researchers fertile ground by which to understand further 
our native forests.  Bill Ostrofsky, from the Maine Forest Service offers a review of the forest conditions 
and thoughts on the roll that thinning plays in pre and post disturbance regimes.  Ralph Nyland, from 
SUNY-ESF enumerates five conclusions drawn from recovering forests and how these conclusions 
might guide landowners in advance of the next ice storm that comes.  Smith and Chortle from the US 
Forest Service studied 516 trees which suffered some crown damage in the ice storm in an effort to 
track their health, vigor, and ability to recover.  They found remarkable resiliency of nearly all species.  
Finally, Lautenschlager and Nielsen documented the ice storm effects on sugar maples involved in ma-
ple sap production and on softwood and hardwood woodlots and plantations.  A full ten years after the 
ice storm, we find clear evidence of the toll that ice can play even at this latitude.  However, our trees 
and woodlands continue to remind us of the power of resilience and perseverance. 
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The Next Ice Storm: And Some Lessons From 
The Past  - Ralph D. Nyland, Distinguished Service 
Professor – Silviculture, Department of Forest and 
Natural Resources Management, SUNY College of 
Environmental Science and Forestry, Syracuse, 
NY  13210 
 

Where We’ve Been — Though more widespread 
and more severe than most ice storms, the one in 
January 1998 that blanketed forests from New 
York through New England, and across southeast-
ern Canada, continued a long history of recurring 
damage and loss to forests of the region. And 
we’ve seen even more recent ice storms in the 
Northeast, the upper Lake States, and south. Each 
left a visible record in the forest. But each also pro-
vided information to guide decisions when the next 
ice storm arrives.  
 

With US Forest Service support, a group at SUNY-
ESF evaluated the post-storm damage in northern 
New York, and installed rehabilitation treatments at 
three sites having 70- to 80-year old even-age 
northern hardwoods. Though not yet formally re-
measured, work in assessing the opportunities, im-
plementing the treatments, and observing at least 
obvious changes through time suggest ways to 
deal with broken forests in the future.  
 

Some Key Post-storm Features — Within hard-
wood forests at high latitudes, landowners live with 
broken trees. Few lack forking of the upper stem, 
and sawtimber trees often have a candelabrum-like 
crown resulting from repeated injuries by wind, 
snow, and ice. Yet crowns re-grew effectively on 
vigorous trees after the damage, and diameter 
growth remained strong through time. Further, we 
commonly get good sawlogs from those upper-
canopy trees with forked tops, perhaps due to a 
compartmentalization of discoloration and decay 
after wounding (see Shigo 1966). So experience 
suggests that crowns will likely redevelop on vigor-
ous hardwoods following damage, and the trees 
will become large and valuable in due course. 

POINT 1: Vigorous trees of upper canopy posi-
tions are good candidates to retain after an ice 
storm. 

 

Just getting organized slowed our response. But it 
constrained an impulse to salvage all damaged 
trees. Instead we could explore the long-term ob-
jectives of an ownership, assess conditions across 
a forest, and classify stands by potential for recov-
ery. That identified the most severely damaged 
needing salvage cutting, and others for rehabilita-
tion work. It balanced opportunities for long-term 
production with needs to recover value from badly 

broken trees and stands.  

POINT 2: Proceeding methodically allows land-
owners to set priorities, and then act according 
to a well-conceived plan. 

 

Time also helped us to identify trees with the best 
crown potential. These included de-branched trees, 
rather than ones broken off low in the crown or be-
low. Also, good trees had some residual branches 
that escaped breakage, and signs of new shoot de-
velopment by the second year. Within even-aged 
stands, most had been dominants or upper 
codominants. Good quality lower boles signaled 
their likely future value, and lack of strong forking 
and little lean suggested structural integrity of the 
main stem. We gambled that epicormic branching 
within the crown area would refoliate the trees and 
insure survival, even where ice loading stripped 
more than 50% of the branches from a tree. 

POINT 3: Trees that likely had large and full 
crowns, upper canopy positions, good rates of 
growth, and a single main stem are the ones to 
leave in damaged stands. 

 

Severely damaged stands had few qualifying trees, 
even of small size. Salvage seemed logical. Yet 
most intermediate-aged northern hardwood stands 
had suitable residual trees, commonly at 30- to 35-
foot spacing. Saving them should leave about 40 to 
45% relative density (after Leak et al. 1969). That 
would brighten the ground and promote regenera-
tion, but leave sufficient volume for an operable re-
moval cut once new seedlings became estab-
lished. If retained longer, the canopy would partially 
close, but not fully overtop the new cohort. 

POINT 4: Leaving widely spaced upper canopy 
trees opens opportunities for starting a two-
aged stand, or replacing it by shelterwood-like 
cutting. 

 

Understory conditions varied widely (good advance 
regeneration to none, abundance of interfering 
plants or not). Crown loss reduced seed production 
for the short run, and the openness fostered a ro-
bust understory response. Beech saplings and 
hay-scented ferns flourished where already pre-
sent, while advance regeneration developed rap-
idly in other stands. The exact condition dictates 
the long-term promise. 

POINT 5: Simply salvaging damaged trees or 
rehabilitating a stand through judicious cutting 
will not insure a promising future if interfering 
plants dominate the understory. 

So What Happened? Lacking re-measurement 
data constrains any firm conclusions for the pre-

(Continued on page 9) 
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Recovery of Survivor Trees from the 1998 Ice 
Storm - Kevin T. Smith and Walter Shortle,  
Northern Research Station, US Forest Service  
271 Mast Road, Durham, NH  03824  
email: ktsmith@fs.fed.us and wshortle@fs.fed.us  
 

Initial assessment of storm impact —
Government agencies, private organizations, and 
land managers began to assess the severity and 
extent of the January 1998 storm while the thick 
glaze of ice still coated the trees. An initial survey 
of 22,000 trees across the region found that about 
80% had lost less than half and about 20% had lost 
more than half of their crown due to snapped 
stems and branches. In addition to safety concerns 
from debris, crown loss reduces the capacity of a 
tree to capture energy and exposes wood to infec-
tion and insect attack. Past reports of storm dam-
age emphasized volume loss from outright tree de-
struction or salvage to prevent expected losses. 
Our concern was for the continued survival of in-
jured trees and the development of wood discolora-
tion and decay that reduces the merchantable 
value of hardwood timber.  
 

Tag and track survivors — To follow the effects 
of crown injury on survivors, we tagged and 
tracked 516 trees (9”20 18” DBH) rated as having 
lost more than half their crown (high-injury) or less 
than half their crown (low-injury) at six locations 
within the storm footprint. We tested tree response 
to basal injury after the storm by drilling a hole (3/8” 
diameter x 2’’ deep) at breast-height in each tree in 
October 1998. We collected increment cores in Oc-
tober 2000 to observe changes in stem growth af-
ter the storm compared to pre-storm levels. We re-
corded tree survival, borehole closure, and internal 
spread of infection for a half decade after the 
storm.  
 

Findings — After five years, all low-injury trees 
continued to survive. Survival rates for high-injury 
trees were 100% for white ash and red maple, 99% 
for sugar maple, 97% for American beech, 90% for 
yellow birch, and 55% for paper birch. Tree dissec-
tions showed that dead birch trees contained ad-
vanced rootrot disease that was initiated by infec-
tion prior to the 1998 storm.  
 

After three years, there was no growth reduction in 
low-injury trees. Growth reduction in high-injury 
trees ranged from 20% in ash to 70% in paper 
birch with maples, yellow birch, and beech being 
intermediate at about 50%. The stronger the 
sprouting response to restore lost portions of the 
crown, the lower the level of growth reduction. We 
observed little or no sprouting on the merchantable 

Quarterly Theme 
bole in our study. 
  

Tests of tree response to borehole injury indicated 
that ash was most effective in responding to the 
basal wound with about half of the boreholes 
closed after 1 year and nearly all closed after 3 
years, regardless of the amount of crown lost. In 
paper birch, cambial dieback was associated with 
all boreholes and no boreholes were closed after 
three years. In sugar and red maple and yellow 
birch, borehole closure was greater and cambial 
dieback was less in low-injury trees compared to 
high-injury trees.   
 

Tree dissections showed that even with extensive 
crown loss, compartmentalization was effective in 
resisting the spread of infection in living sapwood.  
After 4 years, columns of discolored and infected 
wood associated with the broken tops or branches 
had spread from a few inches to a few feet from 
the wound surface, and generally did not spread 
into the merchantable bole. However, compartmen-
talization was much less effective and discoloration 
and infection more extensive in trees with ad-
vanced root rot and with broken tops that failed to 
sprout.  
 

The message — The initial surveys of severity and 
extent of the storm impact provided valuable docu-
mentation. However, such “snapshots” did not pro-
vide a measure of actual damage, defined as the 
loss of economic value through growth reduction or 
the loss of wood quality in surviving trees. Tree 
damage was strongly related to: 1) Tree health be-
fore the storm, particularly with respect to root dis-
ease, 2) Ability to sprout and rebuild crowns, and 
3) Closure of open wounds.  Prediction of recovery 
required looking for signs of infection in the roots 
and butt of trees and assessing the capacity for 
crown restoration, as well as estimating crown 
breakage and loss. 
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cessful delivery of this program.  
 

Results, presented below, are for the major sci-
ence focus areas: sugar maple stands that had 
supported significant production of maple syrup be-
fore the storm, and woodlots and plantations, 
which varied in age and species composition.   
 

Research in sugar maple stands   
found that 
nutrient cy-
cling was 
essentially 
unaffected 
by ice dam-
age.  
Crown 
damage 
resulted in 
increased 
understory light and near-ground temperatures, but 
had little effect on the below-ground environment.  
Both soils and foliage responded rapidly to the ad-
dition of fertilization (lime, P, K), but those changes 
only persisted for two years.  Neither fertilization 
nor competition control with glyphosate affected 
soils, although both stimulated mycorrhizal coloni-
zation.  Fertilization improved the growth of dam-
aged sugar maple; that effect was greater when 
fertilization and competition control were combined.   
 

Sugar maple radial growth fell to a 30-year low dur-
ing the first two years after the storm, however all 
but the most severely damaged trees (those that 
lost more than 50% of their crown) were recover-
ing.  Maple sap production was consistently re-
duced when crown damage exceeded 50%, and 
was sometimes reduced for 
several years when damage 
exceeded 25%.  Severe 
crown loss (> 50%) reduced 
fall root starch levels, sap 
production, and sap sweet-
ness.  Counting branches 
that remained after damage 
was superior to visual esti-
mates of crown loss for esti-
mating the damage suffered 
by individual trees.   
 

Storm-related economic losses for the sugar maple 
industry were estimated  to be $5.5 (+$0.5) million.   
 

Woodlots and plantations  – in general, conifer 
species were damaged less by ice loading than 
broad-leaved species.  Among the broad-leaved 

(Continued on page 10) 

Quarterly Theme 
Results From Ice Damage Research in Ontario 
R.A. Lautenschlager, Atlantic Canada Conserva-
tion Data Centre (rlautenschlager@mta.ca) and 
Cathy M. Nielsen, Canadian Wildlife Service 
(cathy.nielsen@ec.gc.ca) 
 

The 1998 ice storm was unique because of the 
broad geographical area affected (from southeast-
ern Ontario to the Gulf of Maine).  After the storm a 
variety of social, economic, and ecological ques-
tions were raised.  Economic questions dealt with 
damage-related income losses, including effects of 
damage and post-damage treatments on forest-
related income. Ecological questions focused on 
understand-
ing short- and 
longer-term 
ecological 
changes 
caused by 
the storm, 
and develop-
ing proactive 
approaches 
to reducing 
future damage.   
 

The Ontario provincial government and the Cana-
dian federal government provided funding through 
the Canada-Ontario Agreement for the Ice Storm 
Economic Recovery Assistance Program to investi-
gate many of the major questions (Lautenschlager 
and Nielsen1999).  
This note presents a 
brief overview or a 
much more detailed 
summary paper by 
Lautenschlager and 
Nielsen (2007).  In-
terested readers 
should consult that 
paper for references 
to the individual re-
search efforts, 
methods, and re-
sults. 
 

In Ontario, science transfer and communication ef-
forts were critical to all aspects of the ice damage 
program, from issuing news releases shortly after 
the storm hit through organizing conferences and 
the publication of papers that resulted from the re-
search.  The strong presence of transfer and com-
munications staff throughout ensured that the sci-
ence team stayed focused on the original ques-
tions.  In addition strong partnerships, like that with 
the Eastern Ontario Model Forest ensured suc-
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The Next Ice Storm (Continued from page 6) 
sent. Yet periodic observations indicate: 

1.   Carefully selected residual trees lived, and 
new crowns of dense foliage developed. 

2.   New crowns came from epicormic shoots 
off the upper main stem, and from branches  
remaining on a tree. 

3.   Lower boles remained free of epicormic 
branches. 

4. Advance regeneration flourished, except in 
stands with beech or fern interference. 

 

Eventual re-measurements will tell: 
1.   if residual trees provided seed for a new 

cohort, and new seedlings developed in 
areas previously lacking advance regen-
eration; 

2.   whether discoloration and decay seriously 
affect residual tree value; and 

3.   if diameter growth increased following 
crown redevelopment, or remained de-
pressed as seen after the ice storm. 

 

Yet early observations suggest that landowners will 
have options for reacting to future ice storms, at 
least among stands escaping severe damage.  
 

Literature Cited: 
 

Leak, W.B. D.S. Solomon, and S.M. Filip. 1969. A 
silvicultural guide for northern hardwoods in the 
Northeast. US For. Serv. Res. Pap. NE-143. 
 

Shigo, A. A. 1966. Decay and discoloration follow-
ing logging wounds in northern hardwoods. US 
For. Serv. Res. Pap. NE-47. 

Quarterly Theme 
Reflections on Ice (Continued from page 5) 
late October in most loca-
tions, an indication of a 
good growing year.  How-
ever, the quality of stems is 
another matter, and one 
which managers of the 
northeastern hardwood for-
ests in particular, have 
struggled with since the 
early decades of scientific 
forest practices. 
 

What is to be done at this 
stage? Losses in volume 
and quality will continue to 
accumulate in damaged 
trees as we move into the 
second decade after the 
storm.  Priorities of storm-
damaged residuals for re-
moval during timber stand improvement work can 
be based on the following conditions.  Trees that 
are permanently bent (some may be near-
horizontal) with sprouts on the upper side forming 
crowns are, as individuals, taking up the most 
stand space and will not improve, so removal of 
them should be a high priority.  Trees that suffered 
stem breakage, including split main stems, should 
be considered next for removal.  Although many of 
these trees have rebuilt crowns, decay has been 
and will be continuing to develop in the main 
stems. Trees with significant numbers of broken 
branches that have been slow to rebuild a crown 
should be considered for removal next.   Finally, 
trees with broken branches, even those considered 
to be moderately or heavily damaged initially, but 
with substantially rebuilt crowns can be treated as 
any other healthy tree.  Losses from this final group 
will be minimal.  Our preliminary recent observa-
tions of this fall indicate that the majority of the re-
maining trees fit into this last category.   
 

Because there are still many significant felling haz-
ards associated with the survivor trees, extra care 
must be exercised during the harvests.  Hanging 
hazards especially are likely to be even more un-
predictable now than they were immediately after 
the storm. 
 

Thinning and other partial cutting methods remain 
important tools in rehabilitating damaged stands.  
Light to moderate partial cutting in damaged stands 
is unlikely to increase susceptibility to future ice 
storms.  Findings from one of our studies (Morris 

(Continued on page 10) 
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IN MEMORIAM  
RUTLAND TOWN — Eugene Edward Keenan, 84, died peacefully at his 
home on Dec. 5, 2007.  He was born in Rutland, Sept. 9, 1923. He attended 
high school at Hampton Academy in Hampton, N.H., and graduated from the 
University of New Hampshire, School of Forestry.   

Eugene was a World War II, U.S. Navy veteran. He served as a radioman 
flying in a bomber. 

Gene enjoyed being in the woods where he worked as the southern district 
forester with the state of Vermont Forest and Parks Dept. for 37 years. 
Whether managing municipal forest land or uncovering an abandoned build-
ing site deep in the woods while hiking through the mountains, he was in his 
element. 

An avid reader and learner, at 50, Gene returned to college life at UVM to become an entomologist. 
He learned Italian, American Sign Language, and he learned to use his first computer at the age of 80. 

Memorial contributions may be made to the Rutland Regional Medical Center's Memorial Garden, 160 
Allen St., Rutland. 
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Ontario (Continued from page 8) 
species, basswood, trembling aspen, butternut, 
and white birch were damaged most severely, 
while ironwood, green ash, and red oak were dam-
aged least.  Decay was expected to increase pro-
portionately with wound size in both damaged coni-
fers and broad-leaved species.  Wood-boring and 
bark beetle activity increased with increasing dam-
age; 75% of the red pine that had >50% crown loss 
died and were colonized by Ips.  However, Ips did 
not colonize nearby healthy red pines. Results 
were inconclusive with respect to the efficacy of 
salvage for preventing additional mortality that 
could be caused by Ips colonization of damaged 
trees.  
 

Salvaging damaged stands, especially heavy cut-
ting, led to increased water tables, while partial cut-
ting had relatively minor effects on water tables or 
plant species composition, abundance, diversity, or 
the abundance of coarse woody debris.  Clearcut-
ting damaged stands led to increased cover of 
grasses, herbs, shrubs, and invasive plant species, 
and reduced fern species abundance.  Songbird 
abundance was reduced by ice damage in red pine 
stands but not in upland or lowland broad-leaved 
stands.  Partial cutting did not affect songbird 
abundance or richness in polewood sugar maple or 
red pine stands, but did reduce songbird abun-
dance in lowland broad-leaved stands.   
 

A study that examined the effects of forest man-
agement in hardwood stands on susceptibility to 
ice storm damage found there were no statistical 
differences in stands that had been thinned as 

compared to unmanaged stands. 
 

Depending on age and the amount of damage sus-
tained, per hectare losses for red pine ranged from 
$560 to $13,236 and those for white cedar from 
$307 to $1721.  
 

Those involved in various aspects of this research 
have become a major source of predictive informa-
tion for other jurisdictions that have suffered major 
ice damage events.  Faced with questions similar 
to those answered in Ontario, others have been 
guided by the knowledge gained as they decided 
how to respond.   

 

Literature Cited: 
 

Lautenschlager, R.A., and C. Nielsen. 1999. On-
tario’s forest science efforts following the 1998 ice 
storm. The Forestry Chronicle 75(4):633-641. 
 

Lautenschlager, R.A., and C. Nielsen. 2007.  On-
tario’s forest science research and extension ef-
forts after the 1998 ice storm.  Journal of Forestry 
105(1):34-42. 

Reflections on Ice (Continued from page 9) 
and Ostrofsky, 2005, NJAF 22:4:262-267) indi-
cated that stands that had been thinned prior to the 
ice storm did not result in increased damage. Only 
where very susceptible trees (in our case, paper 
birch) were located in heavily thinned stands did 
thinning activity lead to increased damage levels.  
In addition, the increased growth rates following 
thinning likely assisted damaged trees in their re-
covery, a premise that we hope to examine and 
further document in the near future. 
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The speakers outlined ethical situations encoun-
tered in business matters and issues concerning 
forest management practices.  Guidance was of-
fered to recognize compromising situations that 
might develop into an ethics issue. 

The afternoon session focused on forest manage-
ment and investment objectives of different types 
or classes of landowners: Long-term Integrated 
Landowner; Timberland Investment Management 
Organization (TIMO); Real Estate Investment Trust 
(REIT); Small Private Landowner, and Maine Fam-
ily Owned/Operated Land Base.  Presentations 
were made by Blake Brunsdon with J.D. Irving 
Company (Long-Term, Integrated Landowner); 
Chris Zinkhan with The Forestland Group (TIMO); 
Bob Saul with GMO Renewable Resources (REIT) 
and Mike Dann  with SWOAM (Small Private Land-

owners).  The views 
of a Maine Family 
Owned/Operated 
Land Base (i.e. 
Gardner Companies, 
H.C. Haines, etc.) 
were presented by 
Jim Runyan, who 
substituted for a can-
celled speaker. 

The speakers pre-
sented forest man-
agement objectives 
and practices that 
reflected their pur-
pose for forestland 
ownership (i.e. 
source of wood sup-
ply, financial invest-
ment, logging ser-

vices, personal enjoyment, etc.) and the expected 
duration of ownership (i.e. long-term ownership vs. 
short-term ownership).  The viewpoints were di-
verse and gave insight into the workings of the dif-
ferent landowner groups.  The comments were 
enlightening; however questions remain about the 
current mix of forest landowners in Maine.  Time 
will shed light on some of the concerns, such as: 
What will the Maine forest look like in 20 years?  In 
50 years?  Will it be a working forest?  Will the for-
est be accessible to the public?  Will the forest be 
more fragmented in the future?  These and other 

DIVISION NEWS 
MAINE -  Anthony Filauro 

Fall Meeting – October 9, 2007 
On October 9th, 153 foresters attended the fall 
meeting of the Maine Division of the Society of 
American Foresters.  The meeting, held at the Uni-
versity of Maine, focused on changes in land own-
ership that have occurred in Maine over the past 
15 to 20 years, the ramification of these changes 
upon the management of the forest and implica-
tions for the future of the Maine forest. 

A business meeting opened the morning proceed-
ings.  During the meeting several members were 
recognized for their years of membership in SAF: 
Carl M. Van Husen  - 50 years; James R. May  and 
Lee B. Stover  – 40 years; Claude Godbout , 
David D. Griswold , Alan J. Kimball , Marcia A. 
McKeague , Robert M. Spivey , William C. Syl-
vester  and John N. Torunski  – 30 years.  Con-
gratulations are ex-
tended to these mem-
bers for their years of 
membership and 
dedication to the So-
ciety of American 
Foresters. 

Dr. Maxwell McCor-
mack summarized 
the efforts of the ME-
SAF Forest Licensing 
Task Force that was 
formed early in 2007 
to address vacancies 
on Maine’s Forester 
Licensing Board.  The 
Task Force worked 
with the Governor’s 
Office to fill three va-
cancies on the board.  
The board is comprised of five licensed foresters 
and one public member.  Prior to the vacancies be-
ing filled, the board was not able to convene a quo-
rum.  The Task Force remains active and will ad-
dress other licensing issues, i.e. filling board va-
cancies in a timely manner, clarifying requirements 
to serve as a member of the board and reinstating 
the Board’s newsletter. 

The morning session concluded with a presenta-
tion by David Field  and Harold Burnett on “Ethics 
in the Maine Woods: Case Studies to Ponder”.  
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related questions can be addressed in a future 
meeting of MESAF. 

UMaine Welcomes New Students 
The University of Maine’s School of Forest Re-

sources and the Maine Division of NESAF helped 
to welcome 40 new students to the undergraduate 
and graduate programs at the Orono campus this 
past fall.  Most of the new students and transfer 
students in the undergraduate programs came a 
week early to attend a weeklong field camp at the 
Tanglewood Learning Center in Lincolnville.  Nine-
teen students were introduced to field skills and 
basic knowledge needed to begin their studies, 
which involved such activities as building a new 
trail bridge, spending an afternoon with a forester 
and touring Robbins Lumber Mill. 

On September 14, many of the new students 
joined some of the current students, faculty and 
SAF members in a service project at the Orono 
Bog Boardwalk in the Bangor City Forest.  These 
efforts were rewarded at the end of the afternoon 
with an outdoor pizza social sponsored by the 
Maine Division.  Forty-five people enjoyed the 
beautiful afternoon and the chance to get to know 
some of the new arrivals.  The University of Maine 
Woodsmen’s Team provided entertainment as they 

helped get the group involved in chopping and fire 
building competitions. - Dr. Bill Livingston  

Plum Creek Development Project 
In 2004, Plum Creek unveiled a development pro-
ject for the Moosehead Lake area.  The project in-
volves development of 975 house lots, two resort 
areas and the conservation of more than 400,000 
acres. 

Since the project was originally proposed, it has 
been revised three times.  The most recent revi-
sions caused public hearings originally scheduled 
for November to be rescheduled for December.  
Public hearings were held December 1st in 
Greenville, December 2nd in Augusta and Decem-
ber 15th in Portland.  A second meeting in 
Greenville is schedule for January 19th.  January 
26th is scheduled as an alternative snow date for 
the meeting. 

Two weeks of meetings with intervenors were held 
between Monday, December 3rd and Friday, De-
cember 14th.  Interveners will again meet with 
LURC in January.  These meetings may extend 
over a two-week period (Monday, January 14 – Fri-
day, January 26th).  Meetings with interveners allow 
stakeholders to pose questions and concerns to 
Plum Creek and to LURC about the proposed pro-
ject, with the intent of resolving issues or ameliorat-
ing effects of the project.  

The development project has many supporters and 
opponents. The public hearings have generated a 
considerable amount of testimony.  The Land Use 
Regulation Commission is expected to rule on 
Plum Creek’s development project in 2008. 

UMFK Students Work on World Cup Trails 
Eight freshman forestry students enrolled in Prof. 
Jeff Dubis’ forest practices class at the UMaine 
Fort Kent have been helping the Maine Winter 
Sports Center’s 10th Mountain ski Center modify 
its ski trails and spectators’ biewing area in prepa-
ration for the 2009 International Biathlon Union 
World Cup event in Fort Kent.  Dubis says, “We 
use the...facility for many things.  It’s a win-win 
situation for us to partner with the Center.” 

New Law Clarifies Harvest Buffers Around 
“Prime” Wetlands 
Wetlands in NH have 3 levels of protection: mini-
mum, minor and major.  Most timber harvesting 
that crosses streams or wetlands requires submit-
tal of the Notification of Forest Management and 
Timber Harvest Activities Having a Minimum Wet-

lands Impact to the state Wetlands Bureau.  Addi-
tionally, streams and wetlands (depending on their 
size) have either a 50’ or 150’ buffer, wherein not 
more than half the basal area of trees may be har-
vested.     

However, timber harvesting “adjacent” to wetlands 

Granite State - Jon Nute 
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designated as “Prime” by NH towns, require the 
completion of a Standard Dredge and Fill Applica-
tion, which is much more elaborate, time consum-
ing and expensive than the usual application for 
Minimum impact forestry applications.  Twenty six 
towns, mostly in Southern NH, have designated 
Prime Wetlands.  See the Wetlands Bureau web-
site at www.des.state.nh.us/wetlands. 

RSA 482:A-11 IV (effective Aug. 24, 2007) clarified 
what is considered “adjacent” to Prime Wetlands 
as establishing a buffer of 100’.  Some towns had 
originally chosen smaller buffer distances, but this 
will now apply to them.  Therefore, any tree cutting 
within 100’ of a Prime Wetland will require the 
more extensive Standard Dredge and Fill Applica-
tion.  One will need to ask at the town office 
whether Prime Wetlands have been designated. 
They are supposed to have maps showing the 
Prime Wetlands in the town and their associated 
buffer areas.  If one plans to harvest near a Prime 
Wetland, it is possible to schedule a meeting with 
the Wetlands Bureau permitting inspector. Contact 
NH Dept. of Env. Services, 603-271-2147. 

Current Use Assessment Rates Up 
The Current Use Advisory board has proposed 

Scott Pfister, Chief of Forest Resources Protection 
for FP&R is being deployed to the Afghanistan with 
his Vermont Army National Guard unit. 

Chuck Vile, long time state employee and most re-
cently FP&R Forestry District Manager in Essex 
Junction, retired at the end of November. 

In response to the Vermont Agency of Natural Re-
sources (ANR) ongoing reorganization effort, called 
“Vermont Way Forward” the Green Mountain Divi-
sion’s Executive Committee submitted a letter in 
response to the many Task Force Reports which 
were generated as part of that effort.  In that letter 
support for a sustainable level of funding for all of 
Vermont’s natural resource departments was 
strongly encouraged. Go to http://www.gwriters.
com/saf/  for more. 

As Vermont’s ANR works to develop an implemen-
tation strategy for its reorganization, it does not 
want to delay start up of a process to coordinate 
climate change initiatives.  Consequently, ANR is 
putting in place a climate change initiative transi-
tion team.  This short term transition team will con-
sist of staff from its Department of Environmental 
Conservation as well as forestry expertise from 

FP&R.  Other individuals may be brought in as 
necessary.  The charge is to develop implementa-
tion and work plans for the 38 recommendations 
contained with the final report of the Governor’s 
Commission on Climate Change. This team will be 
in place over the next few months as ANR transi-
tion into the Center for Climate Change & Waste 
Reduction. 

The Green Mountain Division is planning its winter 
meeting for February 1, 2008 in Montpelier, the 
theme of which will be “Carbon, What Does it Mean 
for Vermont’s Forests.” There is a lot of interest in 
Carbon in Vermont, both from a forestry and politi-
cal point of view. GMD has established contact 
with several very knowledgeable “carbon” people 
as potential speakers  Check http://www.gwriters.
com/saf/ for further details. 

“Forest Watch” Merges 
From Jim Northup  comes word that “Forest 
Watch” will become the northeast field office for the 
Center for Biological Diversity.  Citing an inade-
quate “critical mass” at the local level, Jim an-
nounced this union with “a highly effective national 
conservation organization with a mission that per-
fectly matches Forest Watch’s.”  

changes in the forestland assessment rates for 
2008.  Owners who enroll their rural property in the 
Current Use land protection program pay dramati-
cally lower property taxes on their qualifying unde-
veloped property.  An informational workshop to 
explain Current Use assessment will be held at 7 
PM on Monday, March 17 at Shieling State Forest  
Peterborough. If one’s land is already in Current 
Use, this will be a good refresher course on the 
regulations.  A $5 fee will be charged. 

Farm & Forest Exposition  
The 23rd annual NH Farm & Forest Exposition will 
take place on February 8 & 9 in Manchester at the 
Center of New Hampshire—Radisson Hotel in 
Manchester.  This winter standard since 1984 has 
been dubbed "New Hampshire’s Greatest Winter 
Fair.”  For more information see http://www.
nhfarmandforestexpo.org/ 

Student Sponsorship Initiative  
For the third year running, Granite State members 
have been volunteering to pay membership dues 
for UNH forestry students.  It is very popular with 
the members, for there are more sponsors than 
students! 

GREEN MOUNTAIN - Ray Toolan 
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Emergency Response Plan for  Forest Pests 
The Departments of Conservation and Recreation 
and Agricultural Resources have released a draft 
Massachusetts Emergency Response Plan for 
highly destructive forest invasive pests for public 
45-day review and comment period. Emerald ash 
borer, Asian longhorned beetle, sudden oak death, 
sirex woodwasp and hemlock wooly adelgid inva-
sive species infestations were addressed in the 
emergency response plan. The USADA Forest 
Service and APHIS cooperated with the state 
agencies to define roles and responsibilities, Inci-
dent Command System structure and deployment 
and response procedures. A final document is 
planned for late spring 2008. - Jim DiMaio 

Forest Stewardship Council Green Certification 
Bureau of Forestry received notification that forest-
lands with management plans under chapter 61, 
61A and 61B or having forest stewardship plans 
qualify for Forest Stewardship Council green certifi-
cation status. The bureau is hiring a Service For-
ester “green certification” program forester to assist 
in the development of a forest landowner guidance 

documents and procedures for enrolling landown-
ers in the group certification program. There is a 
pool of over 5,000 potential forest landowners own-
ing over 330,000 acres of forest lands. - Jim Di-
Maio 

Sustainable Forest Bio-Energy Initiative 
Bureau of Forestry continues to make progress in 
the development of a number of assessments and 
white papers concerning Massachusetts Sustain-
able Forest Bio-Energy initiative. The Bureau 
through multiple partners and cooperators are as-
sessing biomass supplies, bio-energy economics, 
ecological sustainability, processing options, train-
ing, and promotion of multiple sized bio-energy fa-
cilities as part of an $800,000 initiative to appropri-
ately plan for sustainable forest bio-energy.  - Jim 
DiMaio  
 
A list of Continuing Forestry Education (CFE) 
opportunities and other continuing educational 
activities are compiled at:  http://forest.fnr.umass.
edu/foresterlicense/texts/upcoming.htm 

MASSACHUSETTS - Randy Stone 

Champion Tree List  
Beginning in the 1970’s, Richard Champlain, a 
noted ecologist from Jamestown, Rhode Island 
measured and recorded hundreds of native and 
naturalized trees throughout the State. Building on 
Champlain’s work, the Society of American Forest-
ers and partners including: the RI Tree Council, RI 
DEM/Division of Forest Environment, the RI Natu-
ral History Survey, and the International Society of 
Arboriculture are currently compiling a Rhode Is-
land Champion Tree list. 

Through the generosity of many donors, including 
a grant from NESAF, field work for the project was 

completed this spring. The project is scheduled to 
be completed this winter. For more information 
please visit http://www.ritree.org/ChampionTree.
html. 

Paul Dolan Named Deputy Chief  
Department of Environmental Management today 
announced the appointment of Paul C. Dolan as 
Deputy Chief  of the department's Division of For-
est Environment. He received his B.S. from Univer-
sity of Rhode Island and M.S. from the University 
of New Hampshire. Paul began his career at DEM 
in the late 1970’s after a brief stint with RI RC & D. 

 

RHODE ISLAND - Gregg Cassidy 

Forestry Research Forum was well attended on 
November 20, with 145 paying customers plus an-
other 25 speakers and support staff for a total of 
170. An expected modest net will be moved to the 
Connecticut Forestland Council account, 
which CFPA manages. 

The morning began with DEP Commissioner Gina 
McCarthy as the first speaker. She led off with a 
very energetic call for more attention to trees and 

Forces of Nature 
On Nov. 9, CT SAF co-sponsored "Forces of Na-
ture," a play exploring the relationship between Gif-
ford Pinchot and John Muir and their differing be-
liefs on how best to manage the nation's forest 
lands, with Brian Dennehy as Teddy Roosevelt and 
James Naughton as John Muir. 

Forum  
The 2007 Connecticut Forest Conservation and 

CONNECTICUT - Ian Branson 
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forests. Al Todd, Forest Service S&PF, then pre-
sented his work on the Chesapeake Bay water-
shed studies including some comparative remarks 
regarding Connecticut, especially as our water-
sheds affect Long Island Sound. Mary Tyrell and 
Jon Mead followed with a report on the Highlands 
study, which echoed Todd’s point more lo-
cally.  Two scientific talks – one by Dave Skelly, 
Yale, on vernal pools and the other by Bob 
Haskins, Connecticut College, on bird ecology rein-
forced the twin themes of policy and science. 

During the afternoon, attendees chose among 
three sessions. Two were the Forestry Research 
Forum, but also included Paul Barten on water-
sheds and the value of water in the Northeast. The 
other session focused on policy issues that have 
flowed from CFC and related efforts in the past 
couple of years.  

The response to combining the Conservation Pol-
icy and Research Forums was overwhelmingly in 
favor, so our initial thinking for 2008 will start with 
an integrated model. We have developed some 
preliminary thoughts on threads for the 2008 Fo-
rum – Connecticut policy toward private forestlands 
and their owners; public forest stewardship; and 
advances in forestry research. Early in 2008 lead-
ers of the various interested parties to refine these 
into a general strategy and plan. – Bill Bentley  

New Officers for 2008 
CT SAF has elected two new officers for 2008. Val-
erie O'Donnell  will be stepping in as Secretary-
Treasurer. Valerie has a bachelor's degree in envi-
ronmental science & policy from Duke University, 
and a master's degree in forestry from the Yale 
School of Forestry. Prior to studying forestry, she 
worked for several years in the environmental edu-
cation field, including serving two years as a Peace 
Corps Volunteer in Hungary. She is currently the 
forester for the Regional Water Authority in New 
Haven, where she has been working since 
2001. She has been a member of SAF since 2000 
and currently resides in East Haven. Richard 
Campbell  will be the new Vice-Chair. Richard did 
his undergraduate studies at University of Chicago, 
where he majored in Environmental Studies. He 
was awarded a Master of Forestry degree from 
Yale in 2007. He now serves as the Yale School 
Forest Manager. He lives in New Haven with his 
fiancée and their dog. Ian Branson will move up to 
Chair, and Joan Nichols will serve as Past-Chair. 

Conduct of Forest Practitioner Regulations 
In June 2007, regulations governing the conduct of 
Connecticut Certified Forest Practitioners were ap-

proved, and they became effective as of August 
14. The purpose of the new regulations is to 
“establish and maintain a high standard of integrity, 
skills, and practice in the conduct of forest prac-
tices” (Section 23-65j-1(b), CT General Statutes).  
The requirements consist of 13 items covering a 
range of issues ranging from proper disclosures of 
certification levels, qualifications, employers, fee 
arrangements, etc., to avoiding conflicts of inter-
ests, to fully complying with the Forest Practices 
Act. The existing forest practitioner laws require 
that any time the regulations are changed, all certi-
fied forest practitioners must be re-examined. To 
that end, Doug Emmerthal of CT DEP Forestry will 
be teaching a series of classes on the new regula-
tions. The classes will be sponsored by the Con-
necticut Professional Timber Producers Associa-
tion, and will include a brief written exam at the 
conclusion of each session. All CT Certified Forest 
Practitioners will be required to achieve a passing 
grade on this exam in order to renew their certifica-
tion (practitioners may opt to take the exam without 
attending the class). For more information on the 
new regulations or the class sessions, contact the 
Division of Forestry at (860) 424-3630.       

CT Chapter SAF Annual Meeting 
The CT Chapter will have held our annual meeting 
on January 8th.  The is “Applied Ethics for Forest 
Practitioners.” Adam Moore , the Chairman of the 
Ad-hoc Committee on CT Forest Practices Regula-
tions and Director CT Forest and Park Association, 
was to report on the work being done by the Ad-
hoc Committee. Following Adam, Lloyd C. Irland , 
Visiting Professor of Forestry at the Yale School of 
Forestry, is giving a talk comparing the SAF Code 
of Ethics to the new CT Conduct Regulations. To 
conclude the day, Doug Emmerthal of the CT DEP 
Division of Forestry is discussing the Conduct of 
Connecticut Forest Practitioner Regulations.  



16 

Chair’s Column — George Frame  
I’m having a difficult time this year because there is 
so much going on and getting done and there are 
so few people doing it all.  It’s a fact that less than 
1 in 15 NESAF members volunteer to serve in the 
organization.  How many times have I heard that 
‘SAF is a member organization’?  It’s not only a 
member organization; it’s a VOLUNTARY member 
organization.  We have paid staff at the National 
office, and that’s appropriate because running SAF 
is an everyday job.  We haven’t had paid staff in 
NESAF since late in the 1990’s.  Everyone on the 
Executive Committee is a volunteer.  Beyond that, 
everyone in the Chapter and Division organization 
of NESAF is also a volunteer.  But of course you 
know that.   

But do you realize what that really means?  You 
get communications from within your division or 
chapter by the voluntary efforts of your Division 
and Chapter web site person, or newsletter writer, 
or email list maintainer; all your training and field 
trips are organized, and probably taught or pre-
sented by volunteers.  Local organizations receive 
project support through grant monies that are allo-
cated as fairly as possible by volunteers.  The dol-
lars invested to provide the grant money were 
raised in an effort fully staffed by volunteers.  Most 
of you receive and read the informative News 
Quarterly through the writing, editing, and planning 
of ... You guessed it…volunteers.  Our own web 
site is updated, revamped and maintained by vol-
unteers.  You even get the recognition you deserve 
from within the organization through the nomina-
tors, supporters and committee people who are all 
…yep…VOLUNTEERS.   

You’re probably catching on to the drift of this com-
mentary…without volunteers this organization 
would (dare I say WILL) disappear.  Who are those 
all important volunteers that are literally keeping 
the doors open and the information flowing and the 
educational credits available and the grant money 
invested and arranging for you to get the recogni-
tion you deserve?  Well Virginia, it ain’t Santa 
Claus!  It’s the 1 in 15 who find the time, energy, 
and commitment to VOLUNTEER, that’s who.  

The problem we are facing is that we need more 
than 1 in 15 of you to volunteer to take a role in 
running the organization.  This is pretty clearly a 

(Continued on page 17) 

Councilor Report — Roger Dziengeleski  
Renewable Natural Resources Foundation 
We all received a letter from Executive Vice Presi-
dent Michael Goergen announcing that Nations 
Academy intends to purchase the Society of Ameri-
can Foresters and Renewable Natural Resources 
Foundation campus.  I can only repeat Michael’s 
statement that this action will enable the Society of 
American Foresters to establish long term financial 
security.  Your SAF council has been very involved 
in this process and unanimously supports the sale.  
A task force is currently working with realtors on 
the relocation of SAF headquarters.  If you have 
any questions or concerns regarding this action 
please don’t hesitate to email me at: rdziengele-
ski@finchpaper.com.  Note however, that there are 
confidentiality agreements in place.  Until they ex-
pire, we will only be able to discuss this issue in 
general terms. 

Membership Survey Results 
Sixty-three percent of us said that overall satisfac-
tion with SAF was high.  Twenty percent of us were 
highly satisfied with the SAF while 10% of us were 
dissatisfied and only 3% of us were very dissatis-
fied.  Our consultants tell us that it is very unusual 
for a membership organization such as SAF to 
achieve such a high rating and that SAF should be 
proud of the broad range of products and services 
identified in the assessment that create such 
strong member satisfaction.   

Even though the survey results showed a fairly 
healthy overall satisfaction rating, there were also a 
number of areas were we are not happy (our con-
sultant defines this as “member discontent”).  
Some of these areas include: 

1.  The cost of membership.  Not surprisingly, re-
sults showed that our younger and less experi-
enced members felt the cost of membership was 
too high.   
2.  Providing information and skills that foster job 
and career success.   
3.  Advancing the status and importance of the for-
estry profession and its practitioners. 

One of the survey surprises was that the SAF ac-
creditation program was rated very important by a 
majority of the survey participants.  In seeming 
contrast, the SAF Certified Forester program was 
almost equally split with half of us saying the CF 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Fifth Call for Editor  

Are you reading George Frame’s Chair’s Column? 

Well...? 

This is the third-to-last issue of the News Quarterly 
by this editor.  NESAF needs a fresh volunteer. 

It ain’t that big a deal, and it’s fun! Contact me 
(603) 449-6794 or abwyman@ncia.net for more 
details,  or go to www.nesaf.org. - Brad Wyman 

 

Chair (Continued from page 16) 
problem when we look at the ballot for the 2007 
NESAF elections.  No volunteer for Secretary, no 
volunteer for Treasurer and only four volunteers to 
fill three State representative positions.  I say it was 
the lack of volunteers that caused only 8% of the 
entire membership of NESAF to vote. There were 
far too few volunteers to vote for. 

SAF is a membership organization, built by and op-
erated by members from the ground up. We need 
more than 1 in 15, we need you and we need you 
now.  If you sit back and wait for the usual ‘guys’ to 
do all the work it’s likely that the burn out rate will 
just increase and next year the 1 in 15 may stay 
home …..If you don’t take their place, who will?    

Councilor (Continued from page 16) 
program was an important service and the other 
half saying it was not.   

We all seemed to agree that: representation before 
legislators and regulators; opportunities for mem-
ber networking and providing opportunities for con-
tinuing education were important SAF services.  
We also are interested in receiving both hard copy 
and electronic publications and we expressed a 
desire to have the SAF web site(s) improved even 
though we think it (they) are pretty good right now. 

We probably didn’t need to do a survey to find out 
that we have a “generation gap” in the society.  
The survey confirmed this by highlighting big differ-
ences between younger and older members. 

There will be more to come on this issue as it is on 
the Council agenda for the March 2008 meeting as 
well.  Action plans based on the survey results and 
designed for SAF improvement will be put forward 
at that time. 

Group Forester Certification 
In an effort to provide more value for its members, 
an SAF Task Force has been working to develop a 
group forester certification program.  The task force 
has been working with both Forest Stewardship 
Council and the American Tree Farm System to 
develop this system.  It is still in very preliminary 
stages but seems to have potential and I thought it 
might be of interest to you.  Here’s my understand-
ing of how it would work.  A forester who repre-
sents a number of clients could provide certification 
to that group without having to do an audit on every 
client’s property.  Rather, only a statistical subset 
of the properties represented by that forester would 
be audited in a given year, thus reducing certifica-
tion costs as they could be spread across the en-
tire client group.  The hope is that such a program 
would: expand the practice of sustainable forestry; 
provide more certified wood to various markets; 
allow an economical way for family forests to be 
certified and keep foresters relevant in the various 
sustainable forest certification schemes.  Note that 
the Certified Forester (CF) credential could be a 
requirement for program participation.   

There is a lot work still to be done in this project 
and one of the important next steps will be to con-
tinue to secure input at a variety of venues.  If the 
Task Force determines the project is a go in 2008, 
then the hope would be that group certification 
would be secured in 2009. 
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CFE Update 

Northam D. Parr,  
UNH Cooperative Extension 

3785 Dartmouth College Highway, Box 8 
North Haverhill, NH 03774-4936 

Tel: 603-787-6944 Fax: 603-787-2009 

Foresters Becoming Executives – 4/13-19/08, New Haven, CT                                                                                                      27.0/I 
Executives Learning About Forestry – 3/30 – 4/4/08, New Haven, CT                                                                                           25.0/I 
Non-Chemical Disease, Insect & Weed Management, 3/20/08, Milford, MA                                                                                   2.5/I 
Managing Insects in the Landscape – 3/18/08, Marlboro, MA                                                                                                          2.5/I 
Community Tree Conference – Working Outdoors Safely – 3/11/08, Amherst, MA                                                                         5.5/I 
Managing Diseases of Landscape Trees & Shrubs – 3/4/08, Marlboro, MA                                                                                      2.5/I 
Joint Annual Meeting of NESAF & NYSAF – 2/27-29/08, Saratoga Springs, NY                                                                          12.0/I 
Managing Weeds & Invasive Plants in the Landscape – 2/27/08, Sturbridge, MA                                                                            2.5/I 
Hemlock Wooley Adelgid Symposium – 2/12-14/08, Hartford, CT                                                                                               17.5/I 
Tree & Shrub Disease ID Lab – 1/16/08, Amherst, MA                                                                                                                   4.0/I 
Tree & Shrub Insect ID Lab – 1/2/08, Amherst, MA                                                                                                                      4.0/1 
Winter Botany – ID of Plant Materials – 12/13/07, Boylston, MA                                                                                                   2.0/I 
Northern Maine Forest Forum – 11/15/07, Caribou, ME                                                                                                                  1.0/I 
Forest Health – Status & Future of Eastern Forests – 10/19/07, Holyoke, MA                                                                                  8.0/I 
Bartlett Experimental Forest – Applied Research, 10/4/07, Bartlett, NH                                                                                           2.0/I 
NH-VT Christmas Tree Association-Fall Meeting – 9/22/07, Barton, VT                                                                                         2.5/I 
Northern Maine Forest Forum – 9/20/07, Caribou, ME                                                                                                                    1.0/I 

 
SAF Continuing Sessions Assigned—For listing of CFEs check www.safnet.org 

For other, upcoming NH Forestry workshops/meetings, check www.extension.unh.edu 

Activity/Date/Location                                                                                                                    Hours/Category  

NE SAF Membership Trend 
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In the Printed Version of 

the News Quarterly this 

page is a registration form 

for the 2008 NESAF/NYSAF 

Joint Annual Meeting. 

 
On-Line readers can go to: 

 
http://www.safnet.org/meetings/
ny_ne_jointmeeting.cfm   
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REGISTER TODAY!  DON’T DELAY! 
 

2008 NESAF/NYSAF Joint Annual Meeting 
 
 
 

February 27-29, 2008 
 

Late Fee 

 Applies 

 After 

 January 27! 

Form on 

Obverse Side 

 

 

Details on Page 

Four or Contact 

Jerry Milne   

milne1@juno.com 


