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Lands 
 
Massachusetts State Lands Management Update 
–  Provided by William N. Hill, CF, Management 
Forestry Program Supervisor, MA Department of 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
 

As most are aware the Massachusetts State Lands Forest Management Pro-
gram recently went through a significant review of forestry practices which re-
sulted in changes to landscape zoning, public outreach policy and approaches 
to silviculture.  After a three year hiatus from active forest management the 
Bureau of Forestry successfully sold 5 of 7 timber sales offered last fall and 
this winter.  The silviculture of the projects ranged from irregular shelterwood 
and uneven aged management in northern hardwoods and mixed hardwoods 
to ecological restoration on pitch pine/scrub oak sites through the removal of 
red pine plantations.  The Bureau has proposed an additional 5 projects which 
will result in timber sale offerings early this summer.  The Water Supply Pro-
tection Division is also on the cusp of resuming their forest management pro-
gram with timber sale offerings in March. 

Special points of interest: 
♦ 2014 NESAF Award Recipients 
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Kenneth M. Laustsen 
Distinguished Service Award 

The Distinguished Service Award is the highest award given by the New England SAF, recognizing professional 

achievement in forestry, irrespective of age or tenure, by a New England SAF member. 

The Maine Forest Products Council, in its endorsement, praised Ken as a valuable resource for the 
Council and its members; he has earned our trust and respect over many years.  He worked closely with 
Roberta Scruggs, the Communications Director, and others in compiling data, charts, and descriptions 
for a report titled “Maine’s Forest Economy.”  Pat Strauch noted, “We’re very fortunate that the MFPC, 
as well as all who care about Maine’s forests, can just call Ken.   
 
In 1999, Ken changed careers and began work for the Maine Forest Service as their Biometrician, a 
newly created position to utilize and report on the new annualized inventory being conducted by the 
USDA Forest Service.  He has in addition, provided expertise in sampling design and data analysis for 
the Maine’s Department of Environmental Protection, Department of Inland Fish and Wildlife, plus sev-
eral sister agencies in New Hampshire and Vermont.  He graduated with a B.S. in forest Management 
from the UMaine School of Forest Resources in 1974, and then received a M.F. in 2010.  From 1975-1999, 
he was employed by Great Northern Paper in a variety of staff and field positions in harvesting, CFI, 
cruising, taxes, and valuation. 
 
In his service to SAF, the letter of nomination noted his extensive list ranging from the Maine Division, 
to NESAF, to several national committees and task forces; currently serving on the Committee on Forest 
Technology School Accreditation.  Within NESAF, he is known by some as “Dr. Phil” for his willingness 
to listen, advise, and mentor; and then to others, the NESAF Bylaws Guru. 
 
A Project Learning Tree facilitator since the early 1990’s, Ken willingly shares his knowledge and assis-
tance at workshops throughout the state.  He has an unusual demonstration for the forest carbon cycle, 
weird methods of measuring DBH and tree height, and created the Forest Inventory and Growth (FIG) 
Plot; allowing schools to lay out a CFI plot, collect and share data, and watch their forest grow into the 
future with modeling. 
 

Harold Cook 

James W. Toumey Outstanding Service Award 
The James W. Toumey Award is given for outstanding achievement in service to the New England Society of 
American Foresters.  Toumey was one of the founding fathers of the New England 
Section in 1920, author of Seeding and Planting and Foundations of Silviculture, 
one of the first two regular staff members at the Yale School of Forestry.  Henry S. 
Graves noted in a memoriam “Almost at once he took a prominent place in the 
forestry movement and throughout his career was in the foremost ranks of the 
leaders of the profession.” 
 
Within the Granite State Division (GSD), Harold is well known for his 
willingness to serve on the planning committee when NH hosts the NE-
SAF meeting.  This is his third stint as the Exhibits and Sponsors Chair.  
He is enthusiastic and relentless in making hundreds of contacts, arrang-
ing for exhibitors, and amassing an awesome suite of donations for the 
Silent Auction and Raffle.  He is an unsung hero, that all of NESAF bene-
fits from.  GSD uses its share of the meeting proceeds to sponsor scholar-
ships at both the 2 and 4-year forestry programs and graduate level. 
In an endorsement it was noted that Harold is an active member of his 
community in Tamworth, NH; where he has served on the Select Board 
and Conservation Committee. Other service includes the Cook Memorial Library, Remick Farm Mu-

2014 NESAF Award Recipients 
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seum, and the Bear Camp Historic School.  He is a veteran, serving in the Navy as a pilot during the 
Vietnam War. 
Harold currently operates the Green Leaf Forest Products, a forestry consulting business, located in 
Tamworth, NH.  Past endeavors include several agricultural businesses, from growing apples to honey 
bees.  He also has had a hand in the forest products primary processing of shingles and firewood. 

His background, unlimited enthusiasm, and entrepreneurial skills have provided a great benefit to 
GSD and NESAF for the last 12 years. 

Douglas “Bill” Mahan 
Austin Cary Practicing Professional Award 

The Austin Cary Award recognizes New England SAF members who have shown exceptional achievement as 
practicing forest managers.  Austin Cary (1865–1936) graduated from Bowdoin College and introduced northern 
landowners to forest sampling, growth estimation, and simple silvicultural techniques.  Cary’s Woodsman’s Man-
ual, written in 1909, continued to be used as a textbook until the 1960’s. 
 
Much like Austin Cary, Bill is a keen observer, keeping an ever present 
notebook in his pocket, to jot down notes, facts, and new information.  
The nomination further noted that Austin Cary was all about putting 
into practice and in practical terms the best information available for the 
management of forest resources.  Bill works primarily in low volume, 
degenerated stands and his ability to “turn a sow’s ear into a silk purse” 
with creative silviculture, sound management, and opportunistic mar-
keting is admirable. 
 
Bill’s education and career experiences could be termed somewhat non-
traditional.  He initially received a B.A. in English & Government from 
Bowdoin in 1970, then serving a 3-year stint in the U.S. Army.  Then 
back to UMaine, receiving a B.S. in Forestry in 1974, and with diploma 
in hand he served for four years as a Service Forester in the Maine Forest 
Service.  In 1978, he headed to SUNY, working as a research and teaching assistant and collecting a M.S. 
degree in Resource Management and Policy in 1981.  Since 1982, he has been a consulting forester in the 
central Maine area around Bangor.  Here he has served a variety of clients: individuals, corporations, 
and town governments on a whole host of forest management projects and issues.  Bill is a ME and NH 
licensed forester, a ME licensed scaler, and a Tree Farm Inspector. 
 
A letter of endorsement noted Bill’s willingness to introduce this new forester and steward to properties 
he managed that also held conservation easements.  To this oversight role, he remained open, informa-
tive, and reasonable.  She also noted that Bill did not miss a single MESAF field tour that she prepared, 
asking thoughtful questions and making insightful suggestions, with no hesitation is sharing his experi-
ences.  Another endorser commented, “Whether it is a new silvicultural practice, modeling tool, or sam-
pling method; Bill is listening in and seeing if he can incorporate into his style of management for his 
client base.”  The last endorsement said, “Bill would be the ideal model for a consulting forester that I 
would hire, if I had a forested tract of land to manage.”  
 

 
Andrew Fast 

Mollie H. Beattie Young Forester Leadership Award 
The Mollie H. Beattie Young Forester Leadership Award is presented to a member of NESAF less than 40 years 
old who has shown leadership in a program or project benefiting the practice of forestry.  Beattie was Vermont 
Commissioner of Forests, Parks, and Recreation, Deputy Secretary of the Agency of Natural Resources, and ulti-
mately became Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  Beattie was active in SAF.  She co-authored Work-
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ing with Your Woodland; she is remembered for her tireless devotion to conser-
vation, integrity, and quiet courage. 

As one endorsement letter highlighted, Andy’s leadership abilities have 
not gone unnoticed, in 2012 he was awarded the Northeast Region Out-
standing Tree Farm Inspector, and then in 2013 he received the Ameri-
can Tree Farm System (ATFS) National Leadership Award, where it was 
noted that “Andy Fast exemplifies what it means to be a leader in the 
Tree Farm Program.  He is an advocate for certified Tree Farmers and 
provides assistance to landowners and other inspectors.”  His leadership 
and balanced approach have been valuable to both the NH Tree Farm 
Committee and ATFS. 

Andy is currently the Extension Forester, with the UNH Cooperative 
Extension Natural Resources Team, for both Belknap and Stafford Coun-
ties, where he helps landowners and organizations make informed deci-
sions in their forestland management, providing technical assistance and 
outreach education.  His educational background began with a 2002 B.A. 
English degree from Skidmore College, followed by a M.F. Forestry degree from UNH in 2005.  He has 
had past employment with the USDA Forest Service, Marin Conservation Corps, and the Society for 
Protection of NH Forests. 

Another endorsement noted Andy’s passion for prescribed fire and how he played a key role in getting 
ten agencies to develop the Prescribed Fire Council, by working on bylaws, MOU’s, and a website.   

For the past several years, Andy has served as the NESAF CFE Coordinator, providing timely reviews 
of agendas, field tours, and other meetings and assigning their respective SAF continuing education 
categories and credits hours.  He also served a stint as the NESAF Executive Committee Secretary. 
 “Andy is a special person and a leader – competent, open, honest, integrity at its best, and most deserv-
ing.” 
 

Tom Rawinski 
Integrity in Conservation Award 

The Integrity in Conservation Award recognizes an individual or organization working with natural 
resources who demonstrates adherence to principles and high standards in the face of adversity. 
 

The issue is deer overabundance and its resulting forest and ecosystem 
health impacts, Tom, a botanist by training, has courageously and volun-
tarily taken a leadership role in helping people recognize and address this 

complex and thorny problem.  Tom works with natural resource profes-
sionals and communities throughout the Northeast on this contentious 

issue. 
 
He is currently a staff member with the USDA Forest Service, Northeastern 

area State and Private Forestry Unit, and located in Durham, NH.  His edu-
cational background includes a B.S. from UMass and a M.S. in Wildlife 
Science from Cornell University.  Previous career employment includes 

MA Audubon Society, VA Dept. Of Conservation and Recreation, and The 
Nature Conservancy.  His particular expertise is plant ecology and botany, 
with extensive training and experience in ecological research.  He was hon-

ored in 2001 with the New England Wild Flower Society’s conservation 
award, and currently serves on the MA Natural Heritage and Endangered 

Species Advisory Committee. 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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IN MEMORIAM  
Richard Franklin Watt, age 92, died peacefully at sunrise on May 4th, 2013, at Spring Lake Village, Santa Rosa.  
Born on January 16, 1921 in the Bronx, NY, he attended PS 28 and DeWitt Clinton High School.  He received his 
BS in Forestry (cum laude) in 1943 from Syracuse University, where he met his wife, Rachel Mary Gates of Frank-
lin, Vermont.   Like many couples of that era, Richard and Rachel were married on December 30, 1944, days before 
he reported for service to the Army Signal Corps.  He served in the occupation army in the Philippines and Tokyo, 
rising to 2nd Lieutenant. 
On his return from service, Richard earned his MS in Forestry from Yale in 1947, and taught for a year as a forestry 

instructor at Penn State before joining the US Forest Service as a research scientist for an illustrious 34-year career 

which took him, Rachel and their growing family to Idaho, Washington, Minnesota, Missouri and Pennsylvania.  

Richard earned his PhD in 1961 from the University of Minnesota in forest ecology and tree physiology.  During his 

career he published over 50 articles and presented thirteen research papers regarding western white pine manage-

ment, forest mensuration, and northern hardwoods and oaks.  He also was listed in “Who’s Who in Science.”  Rich-

ard was an early conservationist.  In 1976 he was asked to oversee a 20-state urban forestry program focused on 

growing trees in large metropolitan areas; the program was a success and continues today.  After retirement to 

Worcester, Vermont, he served as Executive Director of the New England Society of American Foresters which 

presented him with a Distinguished Service Award in 1999.  

Stanley W. Knowles, 78, a UNH Cooperative Extension forester for 30 years, died January 1, 2014.  He received a 
Bachelor’s degree from UNH in 1959, was in the Alpha Gamma Rho fraternity and enlisted in the ROTC program.  
He served in the US Army, then the Army Reserve, retiring as a Captain after 16 years.  He returned to UNH and 
received his Master’s in Forestry in 1970.  Stan joined UNH Cooperative Extension in 1962 as the Rockingham 
County Forester then was promoted to Extension Forestry Specialist and retired in 1990.  He continued with his 
own consulting forestry business and volunteered at the Urban Forestry Center in Portsmouth.  Stan was an SAF 
Fellow, served on the Governor’s Task Force on Community Trees, was active in the National 4-H Invitational 
Woods Contest and was Chair of the Forester Licensing Board.  He was very active in his hometown of North 
Hampton, serving on the Budget Committee, Conservation Commission, Zoning Board of Adjustment, was a volun-
teer firefighter, a tree warden and selectman for 2 terms.  He leaves his wife of 57 years, Nina, and four children. 

 
The endorsements noted, “It is Tom’s character and his stubbornness in his controversial message that large-scale 

deer management must occur in the interest of forest health, native plant density, overall ecosystem health, and 
ultimately, the health of citizens of the Northeast and other parts of the country, where deer are overabundant” and 

“Tom spoke about conservation biology, and what I liked then (and now) was his passion for protecting rare plants 
not just in pristine, undisturbed habitats (though that has its place), but in the real world of dynamic, changing eco-
systems  that are subject to human disturbance.” 

 
Tom is a compelling speaker and writer, his style is informal and accessible, and is a master of getting challenging 
ideas across to ordinary people with plain and direct language.  “Tom is a driving force of nature, who sees his role 

to say things others are reluctant to say (even if they may agree), and to keep pushing us to do more.” 

(Award Recipients 14’ Continued from page 5) 
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 - Roger Monthey, Theme Editor Quarterly Theme 

Non-timber Forest Products—Continued from Jan. 2014 

This is a continuation of  three articles from the previous issue of the News Quarterly that did not make it in.  

Maggie add in more of your final infinite wisdom. 

Northern Outposts of the Oak-Hickory 
Forest Type in New England 

Roger Monthey and Tom Rawinski, U.S. Forest 
Service, Northeastern Area State and Private For-
estry, Durham, NH 03824 
Years ago the gathering of hickory nuts seemed to 
be an annual ritual. Perhaps in our fast-paced life-
styles we’ve lost the patience required of this tradi-
tional pursuit. Knowing where the hickory groves 
were was key, and it was all the better if they grew 
in your own woodland. In single-interest pursuit 
of the nuts, one might have overlooked all the 
other interesting and beautiful plants and wildlife 
sharing the woodland slopes with the hickory 
trees. These are very special places indeed. 
This short 
article dis-
cusses a 
forest type 
that is 
rarely 
found in 
New Eng-
land—the 
oak-hickory 
forest type. It grows 
in coastal Maine 
and southern New 
Hampshire at the 
northern edge of its 
natural range. This 
type is much more 
common farther 
south in the Appala-
chians. Most 
of the follow-
ing type infor-
mation is 
taken from 
two refer-
ences (noted at the end of this article). All photo-
graphs were taken by Roger Monthey unless other-
wise noted. 

The oak-
hickory 
forest 
type is 
consid-
ered rare 
in Maine. 
The 
Maine 

Natural Areas Program 
(MNAP) is interested in 
this forest type and other 
rare communities (see 
sidebar). According to 
the MNAP Natural 
Community Fact Sheet 
for the oak-hickory for-
est, this is a dry forest 

type char-
acteristic of 
the Central 
Appala-
chian 
Mountains. 

It is dominated by a mixture of shagbark hickory 
(Carya ovata) that has at least 30 percent cover and 

(Continued on page 9) 

(clockwise from upper left):Ovenbird nest in Connecticut with nestlings (Photo 
by John Triana, Forestry Images) Whip-poor-will (Photo by Mark Wilson, 
FLICKR), Red-winged Sallow (Photo by Robert Zimlich, Moth Photographers 
Group), Scarlet Tanager (Photo by Roy Pilcher) 
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oak (Quercus sp.), with a park-like, sedge lawn 
ground cover. Shagbark hickory and northern red 
oak (Quercus rubra) are considered diagnostic of 
this community. Black oak (Quercus velutina) and 
white oak (Quercus alba) are considered character-
istic tree species, but not diagnostic. Bitternut hick-
ory (Carya cordiformis), chestnut oak (Quercus pri-
nus), and scarlet oak (Quercus coccinea) are consid-
ered associated rare plants. 
The subcanopy (tall shrub layer) of this forest type 
typically consists of witch-hazel (Hamamelis virgin-
iana), shadbush (Amelanchier sp.), striped maple 
(Acer pensylvanicum), and maple-leaved viburnum 
(Viburnum acerifolium). Low shrubs include the low
-bush blueberry (Vaccinium angustifolium). 
Typical herbaceous plants are asters (Aster sp.), 
Canada mayflower (Maianthemum canadense), panic 
grasses (Dichanthelium sp.), wild sarsaparilla 
(Aralia nudicaulis), silverrod (Solidago bicolor), 
whorled loosestrife (Lysimachia quadrifolia), wild 
oats (Uvularia sessilifolia), and Pennsylvania sedge 
(Carex pensylvanica). 
This forest type occurs on low-elevation, south- or 
west-facing side slopes with well-drained loams or 
sandy loams. According to the MNAP Web site, 
known sites of this type in Maine are within 10 

miles of the coast. The oak-hickory type is thought 
to be a disturbance community, influenced per-
haps in the past by fire; according to MNAP, how-
ever, little research has been done in Maine to con-
firm this. Diagnostics for this forest type include 
moderately open to closed canopy forests domi-
nated by a mixture of shagbark hickory (at least 30 

(Continued from page 8) percent cover) and oaks. 
Sperduto and Nichols (2004) describe the oak-
hickory forest type in their book Natural Communi-
ties of New Hampshire as “red oak-hickory wooded 
talus.” According to these authors, this type grows 
on acidic talus slopes (steep slopes with rock de-
bris) at low elevations (<500 feet) of southern and 
coastal New Hampshire with southern and Appa-
lachian species absent from higher elevation or 
more inland talus slopes. It is considered a patch 
community that normally exists in patches of 1 to 
10 acres. In New Hampshire, it is a “fairly distinct” 
community, but can contain both acidic and en-
riched soil types, or be intermediate between the 
types. According to Hodgdon and Steele (1958), 
shagbark hickory is common in forests in southern 
parts of New Hampshire at low elevations in dry, 
rich woods, but is mostly absent as a forest tree 
from central New Hampshire except where occa-
sionally planted. 
Several bird species are also typically found in this 
habitat, including the ovenbird, scarlet tanager, 
and whip-poor-will. This forest type also hosts a 
characteristic moth (red-winged sallow) and vari-
ous cavity dwellers such as the southern flying 
squirrel (MNAP Web site). 
 

An example of the oak-hickory forest type in 
Maine is the Bruce Hill area in the Towns of Cum-
berland and North Yarmouth, Maine (photo be-
low). Shagbark hickory grows primarily along the 
ridgetop, with very shallow bedrock, at an eleva-

(Continued on page 11) 

Oak-hickory stand on Bruce Hill, Maine Location of oak-hickory stands on Bruce Hill and 
their distance to the Atlantic Ocean. 
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Wanted:  

Website Administrtor 
 

After many years of dedicated  
service  Deb Boyer,    

our website administrator , is  
stepping down.   

 
 We are looking for someone to try and 

fill her shoes.    
 
Please let the Executive Committee know 
if you are interested in 
this position.    
 
It is much easier than  you 
think!     

2014 Quiz Bowl Winners 

Congratulations to the team from 
UNH’s Thompson School!!! 

Shown: Left to Right 
Prof. Mike Simmons, Greg Mitchell, 

Marc Ghen, Nick Lanzer, Josh 
McGraw and Prof. Matt Chagnon 
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tion of about 400 feet; its distribution is shown in 
the map below based on observing the presence of 
hickory along a historic ridgetop trail. Very few 
shagbark hickories were noted at lower elevations 
between the ridgetop and the pond to the east. 
Some other species present on the ridgetop include 
white oak, red oak, black oak, white pine (Pinus 
strobus), white birch (Betula papyrifera), gray birch 
(Betula populifolia), hophornbeam (Ostrya virgin-
iana), quaking aspen (Populus tremuloides), and 
eastern hemlock (Tsuga canadensis). The ridge has a 
south to southeast aspect and is about 5.3 miles 
from the ocean. 
Woodland owners who are interested in determin-
ing whether there are special habitats on their land 
should consult the Natural Heritage offices in their 
respective States. Local Land Trusts that have vol-
unteers with specialized botany training in field 
ecology can be a great source of assistance in iden-
tifying special habitat types. And if by chance you 
wish to reconnect with the simpler ways of bygone 
eras, do search out the hickories in September and 
have a crack at their sweet rewards. 
Credits 
We would like to thank Tom Luther of the U.S. 
Forest Service in Durham, NH, for his assistance 
with making the GIS map and Bill Leak of the U.S. 
Forest Service in Durham, NH, for his review and 
editorial suggestions. We also thank Roy Pilcher, 
John Triana, Mark Wilson, and Robert Zimlich for 
permission to use their great photographs! 
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Roger Monthey, U.S. Forest Service, Durham, NH 
 

(Continued from page 9) Traditional ecological knowledge has been defined 
as “a cumulative body of knowledge, practice, and 
belief, evolving by adaptive processes and handed 
down through generations by cultural transmis-
sion. It concerns the relationship of living beings 
(including humans) with one another and with 
their environment.” (Wikipedia 2011) The term 
applies to aboriginal, indigenous, or other forms of 
traditional knowledge regarding local environ-
mental resources (see sidebar). When harvesting 
plants using traditional ecological knowledge, Na-
tive Americans offer thanks and say a prayer be-
fore they harvest them (Baumflek and others 2010). 
 
In this article, I will apply the term perhaps more 
broadly to include the current knowledge of all 
people and cultures in understanding the natural 
world around them—their ability to identify, ap-
preciate, sustainably utilize, and steward the 
plants, fungi or mushrooms, and animals that in-
habit natural landscapes such as forests, prairies, 
wetlands, deserts, and prairies. To be able to do 
this is a profound accomplishment because it con-
nects us with the land in a tighter, more harmoni-
ous relationship. 
 
Our children languish indoors working with their 
electronic devices and miss out on the marvelous 
beauty and diversity of the planet. Knowledge and 
appreciation of the natural world can add greatly 

(Continued on page 12) 

Characteristics of Indigenous Knowledge 

(IK) (synonymous with traditional ecologi-

cal knowledge) (de Guchteniere and oth-

ers 1999) 
 

IK is generated within communities 

IK is location and culture specific 

IK is the basis for decision-making and survival 

strategies 

IK is not systematically documented 

IK concerns critical issues of human and animal 

life: primary production, human and animal life, 

and natural resource management 

IK is dynamic and based on innovation, adapta-

tion, and experimentation 

IK is oral and rural in nature 
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to their feelings of harmony with and connected-
ness to the world, which can enhance feelings of 
self worth and awareness of being an integral part 
of a larger family. 
 
A Historical Perspective in North America 
In North America, indigenous populations used 
traditional ecological knowledge to provide basic 
life needs such as food and shelter at a time when 
grocery stores and pharmacies did not exist. Some 
Native Americans burned the forests to increase 
wild game populations and to increase the amount 
o f  be r r i e s 
(blueberries, 
for example) 
and other plant 
foods. 
 
The use of wild 
plant s  for 
medicine and 
food in North 
America has 
been docu-
mented online 
in the Native 
American eth-
nobotany data-
b a s e 
(University of 
Michigan n.d.). 
The latest ver-
sion of the 
Web site con-
tains 44,691 
items, includ-
ing medicines, 
foods, drugs, 
dyes, fibers, 
and other uses 
of plants. This database documents the use of 4,029 
species from 243 different plant families by 291 
Native American groups. Roughly half of the 
plants species were used for medicine. 
 
Mushrooms are not included in the Native Ameri-
can ethnobotany database. According to the Uni-
versity of Hawaii’s Department of Botany, mush-
rooms were not used as a major source of food by 
Native Americans. However, they were used for 

(Continued from page 11) medicine as well as ceremonial, spiritual, and reli-
gious purposes. For example, puffballs were used 
to help stop bleeding or to dry out wounds. 
European cultures who settled in North America 
were traditionally more reliant on domesticated 
food rather than foraging for wild foods 
(University of Hawaii 2011). However, to survive 
in the wilds of America and Canada, early pio-
neers had to adapt to their surroundings as had 
Native Americans. European colonists used wild 
plants for many purposes, including food, medi-
cines, and artistic and structural purposes. As 
Baumflek and others (2010) noted, “For as long as 

people have lived in the 
St. John River watershed 

(of northern Maine), 
nontimber forest prod-
ucts have contributed 

greatly to their liveli-
hoods and well-being.” 
 
Similar to the Native 
Americans, English colo-
nists did not apparently 
use mushrooms in a 
significant 
way for food (University 
of Hawaii 2011). Al-
though the English and 
their colonies were 
widely recognized as 
being “mycophobic,” 
other European cultures 
used mushrooms exten-
sively for food and likely 
pursued their mush-
rooms in America as 
well. For example, Slavic 
peoples in Russia and 
Eastern Europe are pas-
sionate mushroom col-

lectors and eaters. Italians, Germans, and the Swiss 
are also fond of mushrooms. 
 
The Connection between Rural Poverty and In-
digenous Knowledge 

According to a recent UNESCO and CIRAN report 
(de Guchteneire and others 1999), one quarter of 
the world’s people currently live in severe poverty. 
In the United States, about 15.1 percent of the 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Less than 10.9%  

11.0 to 14.2%  

14.3 to 16.2%  

16.3% or more 

Poverty levels in Maine by county 
(U.S. Department of Agriculture, Economic Research Service 2011) 
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population suffers from the effects of poverty (U.S. 
Census Bureau 2011). Poverty is not just an urban 
or suburban problem. It also occurs in rural areas 
throughout the world, including New England. 
According to 2009 county-level poverty rate data 
maintained by the USDA Economic Research Ser-
vice, a majority of 
the State of Maine exceeded 11 percent poverty 
with large parts of northern, central, and eastern 
Maine experiencing poverty levels that equaled or 
exceeded 14.3 percent (see map). 
 
Traditional ecological knowledge has always been 
important to poor rural people around the world 
for survival. According to de Guchteneire and oth-
ers (1999), the Green Revolution was implemented 
with an objective of providing maximum yields 
through the introduction of new crop varieties. 
However, adequate amounts of fertilizers and irri-
gation  were necessary to achieve these yields. The 
Green Revolution was a success in production only 
in areas with good soils, a secure water supply, 
and adequate funds. The Revolution had little suc-
cess in other marginally productive areas of the 
world that did not have these attributes. In such 
regions, as witnessed by the recent famine in the 
Horn of Africa, it is a life and death situation for 
millions. Traditional knowledge of edible plant 
foods, animal foods, and medicines helps people to 
better survive in these regions under normal con-
ditions and perhaps even under catastrophic con-
ditions. 
In many parts of the world, traditional ecological 
knowledge helps sustain local populations and 
maintain natural resources for survival. However, 
using traditional ecological knowledge is becom-
ing increasingly difficult under rapidly changing 
environmental conditions caused by factors such 
as drought (de Guchteniere and others 1999). 
 
Traditional Ecological Knowledge in New England 
Fortunately here in New England, we are not sub-
ject to such catastrophic effects on human popula-
tions from severe climatic disturbances such as 
drought. However, for the rural poor in parts of 
New England, making do with less is a fact. Using 
traditional ecological knowledge, rural poor can 
collect and 
sell nontimber forest products directly to custom-
ers either along roadsides or at farmers markets or 

(Continued from page 12) other locations. And collection of food from the 
forest for personal use can provide an alternative 
to the high cost of purchasing food products in 
grocery stores. 
 
Baumflek and others (2010) note that nontimber 
forest products are beneficial to residents of north-
ern Maine: “… northern forest residents from vari-
ous ethnic heritages collect wild foods, medicines, 
and materials. In addition to economic and cul-
tural resources, gathering provides numerous hu-
man health and well-being benefits by promoting 
outdoor exercise, providing foods that are dense 
with micronutrients, and reinforcing familial rela-
tionships.” The authors interviewed gatherers and 
land managers, then developed a list of 120 differ-
ent plants and fungi (Baumflek and others 2010, 
appendix 1) and described 29 of the most popular 
species in greater detail on a Web site that features 
this publication: http://www.nrs.fs.fed.us/
s u s t a i n i n g _ f o r e s t s / c o n s e r v e _ e n h a n c e /
special_products/maine_ntfp/plants/. 
 
The 29 most popular species include brown ash 
(Fraxinus nigra), Balm-of-Gilead (Populus x P. 
gileadensis), American beech (Fagus grandifolia), 
paper birch (Betula papyrifera), blueberries 
(Vaccinium sp.), common burdock (Arctium mi-
nus), Eastern white cedar (Thuja occidentalis), wild 
chives (Allium schoenoprasum), chokecherry 
(Prunus virginiana), coltsfoot (Tussilago farfara), 
comfrey (Symphytum officinale), highbush cran-
berry (Viburnum opulus), dandelion (Taraxacum 
officinale), red-osier dogwood (Cornus sericea), 
fiddleheads (Matteuccia struthiopteris), balsam fir 
(Abies balsamea), flag 
root (Acorus calamus), 
fungi, goldthread (Coptis 
trifolia), beaked hazelnut 
(Corylus cornuta), sugar 
maple (Acer saccharum), 
p ea rl y  e ve rl a st i n g 
(Anaphalis margarita-
cea), pine species (Pinus 
sp.), common plantain 
(Plantago major), red 
r a s p b e r r y  ( R u b u s 
idaeus), rose species 
(Rosa sp.), spruce species 
(Picea sp.), St. Johnswort (Hypericum perforatum), 

(Continued on page 14) 
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wild strawberries (Fragaria virginiana), and sweet 
grass (Hierochloe odorata). 

Nontimber Forest Products in New England 

A sample of nontimber forest products in New 

England is provided below. Some of these plant 

species overlap with the list provided by Baumflek 

and others (2010), and additional species are pro-

vided as well. (All photos by Roger Monthey 

unless otherwise noted.) 
 

Foliage 

•Balsam fir tips (Abies balsamea) 

•Ground Pine (Lycopodium sp.) 

•Reindeer Lichen (Cladina sp.) 

•Sweet Grass (Hierochloe odorata) 
 
Nuts and Berries 

•Hazelnuts (Corylus sp.) 

•Black Walnut (Juglans nigra) 

•American Beech (Fagus grandifolia) 

•Blueberries and Cranberries (Vaccinium sp.) 

•Juneberries (Amelanchier sp.) 

•Blackberries 

and Raspberries 

(Rubus sp.) 

•Black Huckle-
berry (Vaccinium 
sp.) 

•Elderberry 
(Sambucus cana-
densis)  

 

Ferns 

• Fiddleheads or Ostrich Fern 

(Matteuccia struthiopteris) 

 

 

 

 

Mushrooms 

These edible mushrooms are relatively easy to 

recognize, with little chance of confusing their 

identity with others. They have been eaten by 

many people for many years with no ill effects, 

and they are widespread in their distribution and 

availability, according to mycologist George Barron 

(Continued from page 13) in his recent book Mush-

rooms of Northeast North 

America. There are many 

species of edible Boletes or 

sponge mushrooms as well, 

but avoid red-pored or or-

ange-pored Boletes, espe-

cially those that stain blue. 
 

•Orange Bolete (Leccinum 
aurantiacum) 

•Slippery Jack (Suillus luteus) 

•Granular-Dotted Bolete (Suillus granulatus) 

•Black Trumpet (Craterellus fallax) 

•Sidewalk Mushroom (Agaricus bitorquis) 

•Meadow Mushroom (Agaricus campestris)  

•Shaggy Mane (Coprinus comatus) 

•Tippler’s Bane (Coprinus atramentarius) 

•The Gypsy (Rozites caperata) 

•Honey Mushroom (Armillaria mellea) 

•Pig’s Ear (Gomphus clavatus) 

•Golden Chanterelle (Cantharellus cibarius) 

•Fairy Ring Mushroom (Marasmius oreades) 

•Blewit (Lepista nuda) 

•Oyster Mushroom (Pleurotus ostreatus) 

•Delicious Lactarius (Lactarius deliciosus) 
 
This is a very brief list of edible mushrooms. There 

are many others, but there are also poisonous 

ones. Consult field guides, experienced local pick-

ers, and mycological clubs for information on edi-

bility and poisonous species to avoid. Some of the 

field guides include: 
 
National Audubon Society – Field Guide to Mush-

rooms by Gary H. Lincoff 

Mushrooms of Northeast North America by George 

Barron 

Mushrooms of North-

eastern North America 

by Alan E. Bessette, 

Arleen R. Bessette, 

David W. Fischer 

Mushrooms Demysti-

fied by David Arora 

 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Wreaths 

•Birch (Betula sp.) 

•Wild Cherry (Prunus sp.)  

•Willow (Salix sp.)  

•Red Osier Dogwood (Cornus sericea) 

•Grapevine (Vitis sp.) 

•Mountain Laurel (Kalmia latifolia) 

•Tamarack or Hackmatack (Larix laricina) 

•Sweetfern (Comptonia peregrina) 

•Partridge Berry (Mitchella repens) 

 

Coppicing Wood (Stump Sprouts) 

Potential products include wood chips, firewood, 

fascines, charcoal, mushrooms, fencing, struc-

tures, crafts and baskets, furniture, and art. 
 
•Black Locust (Robinia pseudoacacia) 

•Maple (Red Maple – Acer rubrum, Sugar Maple – 

A. saccharum, Silver Maple – A. saccharinum) 
•Oak (Red Oak – Quercus rubra,  

•White Oak – Q. alba) 

•Hickory (Pignut Hickory – Carya glabra, 

• Bitternut Hickory – C. cordiformis,  

•Shagbark Hickory – C. ovata,  

•Mockernut Hickory – C. tomentosa) 

•American Beech (Fagus grandifolia) 
•Poplar (Quaking Aspen – Populus tremuloides, 

• Bigtooth Aspen – P. grandidentata) 

•Birch (Yellow Birch – Betula alleghaniensis, Paper 

Birch – B. papyrifera,  

•Gray Birch – B. populifolia,  

•Black Birch – B. lenta) 

•Willow (Salix sp.) 

 

Maple Syrup 

Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum) 

 

Native Trees and Shrubs (plantings) 

•Speckled Alder (Alnus rugosa) 

•Serviceberry (Amelanchier arborea, A. canadensis, A. 
stolonifera) 

•Bog Rosemary (Andromeda polifolia) 

•Common Bearberry (Actostaphylos uva-ursi) 

•Black Chokeberry (Aronia melanocarpa) 

•Common Buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis) 

(Continued from page 14) 
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•Summer Sweet (Clethra alnifolia) 

•Sweetfern (Comptonia peregrina) 

•Dogwood (Cornus alterniflora, C. amomum, C. ra-
cemosa, C. sericea) 

•Bunchberry (Cornus canadensis) 

•American Hazel (Corylus americana) 

•Wintergreen (Gaultheria procumbens) 

•Witch Hazel (Hamamelis virginiana) 

•Common Winterberry (Ilex verticillata) 

•Common Juniper (Juniperus communis) 

• Creeping Juniper (Juniperus horizontalis) 

•Mountain Laurel (Kalmia latifolia) 

•Common Spicebush (Lindera benzoin) 

•Northern Bayberry (Myrica pensylvanica) 

•Bush Cinquefoil (Potentilla fruticosa) 

•Beach Plum (Prunus maritima) 

•Rhodora (Rhododendron canadense) 

•Rosebay Rhododendron (Rhododendron maximum) 
•Swamp Azalea (Rhododendron viscosum) 

•Pussy Willow (Salix discolor) 

•American Elder (Sambucus canadensis) 

•Broadleaf Meadowsweet (Spirea latifolia) 

•Hardhack (Spirea tomentosa) 

•Canada Yew (Taxus canadensis) 

•Eastern Arborvitae (Thuja occidentalis) 

•Lowbush Blueberry (Vaccinium angustifolium) 

•Highbush Blueberry (Vaccinium corymbosum) 

•American Cranberry (Vaccinium macrocarpon) 

•Crowberry (Vaccinium vitis-idaea) 

•Mountain Cranberry (Vaccinium vitis-idaea minus) 

•Arrowwood Viburnum (Viburnum dentatum) 

•Nannyberry (Viburnum lentago) 

•American Cranberry Bush (Viburnum trilobum) 
 
Baskets 

Brown Ash (Fraxinus nigra) 
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Conks (shelf-like fruiting bodies of wood-
decaying fungi) 

Chaga (Inonotus obliquus) – medicinal 

Artist’s Conk (Ganoderma applanatum) – art 
 
Herbs 
 
American Ginseng (Panax quinquefolia) – medicinal 

St. Johnswort (Hypericum perforatum) – medicinal 
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Learning About Mushrooms 
Roger Monthey, U.S. Forest Service, Northeastern Area 

State and Private Forestry, Durham, NH 

It is fun and challenging to study mushrooms. Mush-

rooms are inherently fascinating to many people. I have 
personally witnessed the enthusiasm of attendees at 
mushroom workshops held in such places as the Small 

Woodland Owners Association of Maine 2011 Fall Fair. 
 

Mushrooms come in many forms and colors. They are 
critical in providing the invaluable ecosystem service of 
decomposing wood, and they are important foods for 

wildlife and humans. Many form mutually beneficial 
associations with trees and other plants. These symbiotic 

associations between the fungi and plant roots benefit 
the host plants in a number of ways. They increase the 
physiologically active area of the root system and the 

plant’s ability to capture water and nutrients; increase 
the plant’s tolerance to drought, high soil temperature, 
and soil acidity extremes; provide protection from cer-

tain plant pathogenic fungi and nematodes; and cause 
feeder roots to remain physiologically active for longer 
periods of time than roots that do not have these fungi. 

The mushrooms benefit by obtaining carbohydrates 
from the host plants. 
 

It is not easy to identify mushrooms. Many mushrooms 

are very difficult to identify, even for mushroom experts. 
As David Arora, author of the popular field guide Mush-
rooms Demystified, wrote, “On even the most casual jaunt 

through the woods, you will find dozens and dozens of 
Little Brown Mushrooms (LBMs) sprouting at your feet, 
and very likely under them as well. The fact is, LBMs are 

so overwhelmingly abundant and uncompromisingly 

(Continued on page 17) 
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undistinguished that it is more than just futile for the 
beginner to attempt to identify them—it is downright 

foolish.” In addition to LBMs there are plenty of look 
alikes—different mushrooms that look very similar. Be-

ginners need to be aware of look alikes and to be abso-
lutely sure they know what species they may be picking. 
This is a cardinal rule of mushroom picking. 
 

Teaching others about mushrooms is an important 

purpose of the North East Mycological Federation, Inc. 
(NEMF). NEMF was conceived in 1976. It strives “to 

stimulate interest in mycology and provide a forum 
where both amateur and professional mycologists can 
share their experiences and knowledge and work to-

gether cooperatively in studying the fungal flora of 
northeastern America for scientific and educational 
purposes.” 
 

NEMF lists some of New England’s mushroom clubs 

on its Web site (www.nemf.org). These include the 
Boston Mycological Club in Massachusetts; the 

Westchester Mycological Association and the Con-
necticut Valley Mycological Society in Connecticut; 
the Maine Mycological Association; and the New 

Hampshire Mycological Society, Montshire Myco-
logical Club, and Monadnock Mushroomers Unlim-
ited in New Hampshire. The Journal of Wild Mush-

rooming lists additional clubs located throughout 
the United States on its Web site at www. mushroom-

thejournal.com/startingout/clubs.html. 

 
NEMF’s Web site includes a list of 200 mushrooms for 
beginners that was developed by Gary H. Lincoff, 
author of the National Audubon Society Field Guide to 

North American Mushrooms. A fun and reasonably at-
tainable challenge for beginners is to start by learning 

these mushrooms (see a partial list at the end of this 
article; for the complete list, go to www. nemf.org/
files/lincoff/beginners/beginners.pdf or to the Begin-

ners Page on the NEMF Web site). This list includes a 
variety of the more commonly found species repre-
senting many different mushroom genera and is or-

ganized based on spore color and whether or not the 
mushrooms are gilled. 

 
It is important to note that the list does not provide any 
information about the edibility of the mushrooms; it sim-

ply provides a list for beginners. It is essential that you 
carefully study mushroom guides and gain extensive 
field experience, preferably with highly experienced 

mushroom educators (for example, by joining a local 
mycological club), so that you can identify and distin-
guish between edible and poisonous species. Two addi-

tional identification guides for mushrooms in our area 
include Mushrooms of Northeastern North America by Alan 

(Continued from page 16) Bessette, Arleen Bessette, and David Fischer, and Mush-
rooms of Northeast North America by George Barron. 
 

Boletes: Sponge Mushrooms 

Boletes—sometimes called sponge mushrooms—are 
an especially fun and rewarding group of mushrooms 

to learn about here in New England. 
 
Ask any mushroom collector. They come in many different 

colors and ornaments, and are sought avidly for food. How-
ever, always take precautions as with any group of fungi. Bo-

letes with a red or orange pore surface, especially those that 

bruise blue, are not recommended (National Audubon Society 

Field Guide to Mushrooms by Gary Lincoff). 
 

A bountiful fruiting of boletes arose following heavy 

rainfall in late summer of 2011. Mushrooms can fruit 
in great numbers and diversity under suitable condi-
tions, including high soil moisture. The following are 

a few photos of bolete species taken during that time 
of fruiting. You can find these mushrooms as well 
while walking in your woods. Mushrooms make 

great candidates for photographs because of their 
often exceptional beauty and form. 

Partial List of Northeast Mushrooms for Beginners 

(adapted from a list by Gary H. Lincoff) 

Gilled Mushrooms 

White-spored Gilled Mushrooms 

•Caesar’s Mushroom (Amanita caesarea) 

•Gem-studded Amanita (Amanita gemmata) 

•Yellow-orange Fly Agaric (Amanita mus-

caria) 

•Destroying Angel (Amanita virosa) 

•Yellow Patches (Amanita flavoconia) 

•Citron Amanita (Amanita citrina) 

•The Blusher (Amanita rubescens) 

•Honey Mushroom (Armillaria mellea 

complex) 

•Club Foot (Clitocybe clavipes) 

•Blewit (Clitocybe nuda) 

•Jack O’Lantern (Omphalotus olearius) 

•Common Laccaria (Laccaria laccata) 

•Purple-gilled Laccaria (Laccaria ochro-

purpurea) 

•Oak Collybia (Collybia dryophila) 

•Smooth Parosol (Lepiota naucina) 

•Oyster Mushroom (Pleurotus ostreatus) 

•Elm Oyster (Hypsizygus tessulatus) 

•Bear Lentinus (Lentinellus ursinus) 

•Late Fall Oyster Mushroom (Panellus serotinus) 

•Yellow-green Tricholoma (Tricholoma flavovirens) 

•Delicious Lactarius (Lactarius deliciosus) 

(Continued on page 18) 
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•Short-stalked White Russula (Russula brevipes) 

•White Waxy Cap (Russula eburneus) 

Pink- to Salmon-spored Gilled Mushrooms 

•Orange Mock Oyster (Phyllotopsis nidulans) 

•Deer Mushroom (Pluteus cervinus) 

•Brown-spored Gilled Mushrooms 

•Meadow Mushroom (Agaricus 

campestris) 

•White Dunce Cap (Conocybe lactea) 

•Violet Cort (Cortinarius violaceus) 

•Viscid Violet Cort (Cortinarius iodes) 

•Silvery-violet Cort (Cortinarius albo-

violaceus) 

•Bracelet Cort (Cortinarius armillatus) 

•Deadly Galerina (Galerina autum-

nalis) 

•Velvet-footed Pax (Paxillus atroto-

mentosus) 

•Poison Paxillus (Paxillus involutus) 

•Gypsy (Rozites caperata) 

 
Purple-brown to Black-spored 

Gilled Mushrooms 

•Brick Cap (Naematoloma sublaterit-

ium) 

•Wine-cap Stropharia (Stropharia 

rugosoannulata) 

•Alcohol Inky (Coprinus atramen-

tarius) 

•Shaggy Mane (Coprinus comatus) 

•Mica Cap (Coprinus micaceus) 

Non-gilled Mushrooms 

Boletes 

•Red-and-Yellow Bolete (Boletus 

bicolor) 

King Bolete or Porcini (Boletus 

edulis) 

•Ash-tree Bolete (Gyrodon 

merulioides) 

•Chestnut Bolete (Gyroporus casta-

neus) 

•Old Man of the Woods 

(Strobilomyces floccopus) 

•Chicken-fat Suillus (Suillus ameri-

canus) 

•Dotted-stalked Suillus (Suillus granulatus) 

•Painted Suillus (Suillus pictus) 

•Bitter Bolete (Tylopilus felleus) 

•Polypores 

•Berkeley’s Polypore (Bondarzewi berkeleyi) 

(Continued from page 17) •Artist’s Conk (Ganoderma ap-

planatum) 

•Hen of the Woods (Grifola frondosa) 

•Chicken of the Woods (Laetiporus 

sulphureus) 

•Multicolor Gill Polypore (Lenzites 

betulina) 

•Dryad’s Saddle (Polyporus 

squamosus) 

•Cinnabar-red Polypore 

(Pycnoporus cinnabarinus) 

•Turkey-tail (Trametes versicolor) 

•Chanterelles and Black Trumpets 

•Golden Chanterelle (Cantharellus cibarius) 

•Cinnabar-red Chantarelle (Cantharellus cinna-

barinus) 

•Black Trumpet (Craterellus fallax) 

•Coral Fungi and Allies 

•Cockscomb Coral (Clavulina cristata) 

•Spindle-shaped Coral (Clavulinopsis 

fusiformis) 

Tooth Fungi 

Northern Tooth (Climacodon septen-

trionale) 

•Comb Tooth (Hericium coral-

loides) 

•Hedgehog (Hydnum repandum) 

•Scaly Tooth (Sarcodon imbrica-

tum) 

•Parchment and Crust Fungi 

•False Turkey Tail (Stereum ostrea) 

•Earth Fan (Thelyphora terrestris) 

•Puffballs and other “Gasteromycetes” 

•Purple-spored Puffball (Calvatia cyathiformis) 

•Gem-studded Puffball (Lycoperdon perlatum) 

•Netted Stinkhorn (Dictyophora duplicata) 

•Ravenal’s Stinkhorn (Phallus ravenelii) 

Jelly Fungi 

•Jelly Tooth (Pseudohydnum gelatinosum) 

•Cup Fungi (including morels and their look 

alikes) 

•Ochre Jelly Club (Leotia lubrica) 

•Hairy Earth Tongue (Trichoglossum hirsutum) 

•Common Morel (Morchella esculenta) 

Flask Fungi 

•Lobster Mushroom (Hypomyces lactifluorum) 

Shaggy Bolete 
(Boletellus rus-
sellii). Note the 
reddish-brown to 
pinkish  tan , 
deeply grooved, 
and ridged stalk. 

Two-colored Bolete 
(Boletus bicolor). 
Note the purple-red 

cap (which can also 
be dark red, red, 

rose-red, or pink 
when fresh) and 
yellow pore surface 

when fresh  

P a l l i d  B o l e t e 
(Boletus pallidus). 
Note the pale, gray-

brown cap when 
young and whitish 

stalk that has 
slightly netlike veins 
(or is smooth) near 

the apex.  

Ornate-stalked Bolete 

(Boletus ornatipes).  

Note the patterned 

(shaggy) yellow stalk 
and lemon-ye llow 

pores that stain orange-

brown when bruised  

Bitter Bolete (Tylopilus 

felleus). Note the tan to 

brown cap with white 

pores that become 
pinkish.  
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“Foresters for the Birds”, at the Holt Research 
Forest in Bath. 
On June 27, a field tour will visit the Scientific For-
est Management Area in Baxter Park to review 
operations for salvaging of timber that was re-
cently blown down in the SFMA and review plans 
for long-term monitoring of the area. 
On July 31, a field tour will be held in the mid-
coast area to discuss strategies for the manage-
ment of hemlock in northern New England. 
On September 11, a field trip will visit the Augusta 
Water District Watershed at Carlton Pond, near 
highways 17 & 135, to review individual tree thin-
ning forest management strategies and practices. 
Additional details about the field trips and registra-
tion information are available at www.mesaf.org 
 
MFS Wood Processor Report  
Maine Forest Service has released the 2012 
Wood processor report.  The full report is avail-
able at: www.maineforestservice.org   Click on 
“Publications”. 
 
Powassan Virus 
In December 2013, a resident of South Thomas-
ton, Maine died from Powasson virus, contracted 
from a tick bite.  The disease can be fatal and can 
cause memory loss, facial tics and blurred vision 
in survivors of the infection.  Symptoms of infec-
tion include fever, vomiting, weakness, confusion 
and seizures.  The disease was first reported in 
1958 in Ontario, Canada. 

The deer tick and woodchuck tick (both similar in 
appearance) spread the disease.  Although the 
disease is rare, individuals are advised to take 
proper precautions in areas known to harbor deer 
tick or woodchuck tick populations, especially as 
weather conditions become warmer.  Additional 
information is available from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control at www.cdc.gov/powassan/  

DIVISION NEWS 

MESAF Election Results 
In 2014, Dr. Jessica Leahy was elected Vice Chair 
of MESAF; Katie Cousins, Ron Lemin and Eli Shank 
were elected Members-At-Large, and Dr. Bill 
Livingston was elected Secretary/Treasurer.  Wil 
Mercier serves as Chair of MESAF and Ken Laust-
sen becomes Past Chair.  Congratulations are ex-
tended to these elected individuals and to all nomi-
nees who volunteered to serve in these positions. 

 

PLT Teachers’ Tours 

In 2014, Project Learning Tree will host a Teachers’ 
Tour on June 15-18 at The Birches Resort on 
Moosehead Lake and on July 29 – August 1 at the 
Mt. Chase Lodge near Baxter Park.  Additional infor-
mation about PLT is available at 
www.mainetreefoundation.org or contact the founda-
tion at mtf@gwi.net or call 207-621-9872. 
 
Forestry Field Trips 
Four field trips are planned for 2014.  On May 7, 
Audubon Society will lead a workshop entitled 

Maine - Anthony Filature 
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habitat-conservation/francis-crane-wma-site-
plan.html, and the Southwick plan is available at 
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/wildlife-
habitat-conservation/southwick-wma-site-plan.html. 
 
The pitch pine/scrub oak restoration will  occur at the 
Montague Plains WMA in Montague, MA, and will 
include heavy forest canopy thinning on 140 acres 
(about 60% canopy removal), and mowing on an ad-
ditional 110 acres that were previously thinned in 
2006. Tree clearing will be done by Anderson Timber 
Harvesting of Westminster, MA, and mowing will be 
done by TR Landworks of East Hartland, CT. This 
work results in an open overstory of large diameter 
pitch pine, with occasional red oak and white oak, 
above a dense understory of scrub oak and lowbush 
blueberry. This unique, fire adapted habitat is among 
the most imperiled in the United States and is also 
globally rare. It supports a variety of rare species in-
cluding plants like Spreading tick trefoil and Wild lu-
pine, insects like the Frosted elfin and Barrens buck-
moth, and birds such as the Whip-poor-will. Mass-
Wildlife maintains this pitch pine/scrub oak habitat 
through a combination of mowing and prescribed fire. 
The Site Plan for Montague Plains is available at: 
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/wildlife-

(Continued on page 21) 

MassWildlife Awards Contracts for Grassland 
Habitat Expansion and Pitch Pine/Scrub Oak Res-
toration – Update Provided by John J. Scanlon, 
CF, CWB Habitat Program Leader, Massachusetts 
Division of Fisheries & Wildlife 
The Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & Wildlife 
(MassWildlife) has awarded contracts for 90 acres of 
grassland expansion and 250 acres of pitch pine/
scrub oak restoration. The grassland work will be 
done in support of the 2013 statewide Action Plan for 
Grassland Bird Conservation (http://www.mass.gov/
eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/species-
information-and-conservation/rare-birds/grassland-
bird-conservation.html) and will include 59 acres of 
grassland expansion at the Southwick WMA and 32 
acres of grassland expansion at the Frances Crane 
WMA in Falmouth, MA. The grassland work will in-
volve tree clearing and mowing, stumping, and har-
rowing to convert second-growth forest on aban-
doned agricultural lands adjacent to existing grass-
land habitat. The work has been awarded to Mayer 
Tree Service of Essex, MA. Both sites will be planted 
to native warm season grasses and maintained via 
prescribed burning to support rare species including 
the Grasshopper sparrow and Upland sandpi-
per.  The Site Plan for Frances Crane is available at 
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/wildlife-

State News 

Bald Mountain Mining Operation 
Commencement of mining activities at Bald Moun-
tain, on lands managed by J.D. Irving Co., may not 
occur in the near term, after the Maine Legislature 
sent proposed mining regulations back to the DEP 
for further revisions.  Environmental issues and 
long-term monitoring of the operation are major 
concerns. 
 
Outcome Based Forestry 
The Maine Legislature enacted the concept of Out-
come Based Forestry in 2001.  The OBF program 
allows for the management of forestlands, which 
must comply with state and local rules of forest 
protection but permits deviation from some regula-
tions promulgated under the Forest Practices Act.  
A percentage of lands managed by the Bureau of 
Parks and Lands and 1.25 million acres managed 
by Irving Woodlands, currently comprise the land-
owners in Maine who have availed themselves to 
this approach of forest management.  Landowner 
policies governing the management of these lands 
comply with third party certification under SFI or 
FSC.  In November 2013 a report was submitted to 
the Legislature summarizing the agreements in 

(Continued from page 19) place between the participating landowners and 
the Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation 
and Forestry.  The report can be viewed at: 
www.maineforestservice.org Click on “Outcome 
Based Forestry”.  
 
Maine’s Tree Growth Tax Law 

In February 2014, a report was submitted to the 
Legislature that audited landowner compliance 
with the Tree Growth Tax Law (TGTL) on proper-
ties located in organized townships.  The audit in-
dicated that most landowners are complying with 
prepared forest management plans; however defi-
ciencies were identified with a percentage of the 
management plans prepared by licensed foresters 
or with the lack of municipal oversight of properties 
registered under the TGTL.  Observed problems 
need to be addressed to improve compliance with 
the TGTL; however the report concedes that the 
law benefits the state and does achieve the objec-
tive of conserving forestlands in Maine.  The full 
report can be viewed at www.maineforestservice.org  
Click on “Publications”. 

Massachusetts – Dana Hachigian  
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 State News 

habitat-conservation/montague-plains-wma-site-
plan.html 
 
Massachusetts Updates – Provided by Keith Ross, 
CF, Massachusetts SAF Chair 
BMP Manual 
A revised MA Forestry BMP manual has been de-
veloped through a partnership between UMass 
and MA DCR Service Forestry Program.  This sec-
ond edition is intended to update, improve, and 
replace the 1999 f irst edition of the manual and is 
now the current edition referenced in the Forest 
Cutting Practices Act regulations.  for more infor-
mation go to:  http://masswoods.net/monthly-
update/newly-revised-forestry-best-management-
practices-manual 
 
US Forest Service comes to Massachusetts 
The Franklin Regional Council of Governments 
(FRCOG) and Berkshire Regional Planning Commis-
sion 
(BRPC), with the assistance of the Franklin Land 
Trust, are conducting public outreach to 
determine the level of interest in a new model of as-
sistance and involvement by the State and the 
U.S. Forest Service which could provide federal funds 
to expand forestry activities on privately owned 
land and to support forestry and tourism-based busi-
nesses. The purpose of this initiative is 
to conserve forests, increase economic development 
that is based on sustainable forestry and recreational  
tourism, and improve the fiscal stability of municipali-
ties. With enough interest from communities, the U.S. 
Forest Service could be requested to designate an 
area which would be eligible to 
receive this assistance. for more information go to 
www.frcog.org 
 
Joint MASS SAF and Forest Guild Chapter meet-
ing – April 10 4:30 to 6:30 pm 
MASS SAF and Forest Guild chapters will have a 
joint meeting from 4:30 to 6:30 pm on April 10th at the 
new Olver Transportation Center in Greenfield Mass 
to learn more about the proposed national designa-
tion for western Franklin and northern Berkshire 
county in mass.  In addition a representative of the 
Northern Forest Center will discuss their Model 
Neighborhood program for local economic develop-
ment, and the executive Director of the Mass Forest 
Alliance will discuss his organizations position on the 
national designation.  For more information contact 
Keith Ross at kross@landvest.com 
 
Volunteer Opportunity to Serve Forestry Profession – 
Provided by Dana Hachigian, Massachusetts State 
Representative  
The New England Society of American Foresters 

(Continued from page 20) (NESAF) will have an open position for Massachu-
setts State Representative to serve on the NESAF 
Executive Committee as of January 1, 2015.  Please 
consider volunteering your time, knowledge, ideas 
and experience.  Interested individuals may contact 
Dana Hachigian, outgoing Massachusetts State Rep-
resentative at 413-537-1758 or submit nomination 
application to NESAF Election Committee.  Deadline 
for application will be August 1, 2014. 
 
PERSONAL INTERVIEW WITH A PROFESSIONAL 
MASSACHUSETTS FORESTER  
Interview with:  John Scanlon, Habitat Program 
Leader, Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & Wild-
life 
1)  What made you choose Forestry as a career? 
John:   As a kid I joined the Boy Scouts and loved the 
camping and associated outdoor activities. I actually 
majored in Wildlife Biology at the University of Maine, 
but that program was closely tied to Forestry, and I 
could see that Foresters had a lot of influence over 
extensive areas of wildlife habitat. After college I 
worked as a private consulting forester for Bay State 
Forestry, which was a great experience. Eventually, 
the thought of influencing wildlife habitat on larger, 
more extensive land holdings became very attractive, 
so I went to graduate school at Virginia Tech where I 
received a Master’s degree in Wildlife Biology with a 
concentration in silviculture. That ultimately led me to 
my current position with MassWildlfie. 
 

2)  How much land is managed for forestry in your 
Agency?  
John:  MassWildlife owns about 200,000 acres of 
Wildlife Management Areas (WMA’s). We use for-
estry as a tool to enhance wildlife habitat, with a focus 
on rare  and declining species. Not all rare and de-
clining species need active management, but many 
do, including grassland, shrubland, and young forest 
specialists. We do a lot of work in fire-adapted pitch 
pine/scrub oak communities where we use forestry to 
reduce fuel loads and prepare sites for management 
using prescribed fire. 
 

3)  What are the typical responsibilities and chal-
lenges as the Agency’s Forester that you face on a 
regular basis?  
John: Identifying and prioritizing WMA’s for manage-
ment is a big part of what I do, along with bidding out 
and administering timber sale contracts, mowing con-
tracts, and invasive plant control contracts.  I spend a 
lot of time on environmental permitting, including Ch. 
131 Notices of Intent and the Massachusetts Endan-
gered Species Act (MESA). I’m also involved in land 
acquisition, and have responsibilities for monitoring 
the 50,000 acres of Conservation Easements Mass-
Wildlife holds on private forestlands. The biggest 

(Continued on page 22) 
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CTSAF News for April 15, 2014 Issue of NESAF Quar-
terly 
to: Scott & Maggie Machinist 
submitted: March 22, 2014 
 
CTSAF News 
About 50 CTSAF members attended the annual winter 
business meeting 2/25/14 at the Connecticut Forest & 
Park Association offices in Middlefield CT.  The following 
report prepared by Jeremy Clark, Secretary/Treasurer.  
Edited for space. 
 Meeting was called to order by Eric Hansen, Chair, 
at 3:45pm. 
Introductions of new 2014 officers 
Eric Hansen – Chair 
Dan Peracchio – Vice Chair 
Jeremy Clark – Secretary/Treasurer 
Discussion of 2013 Executive Committee meeting 
minutes: 
Creation of policy sub-committee - Bill Bentley and Joan 
Nichols 
PA490 for landowners with < 25 acres 
2013 Financial Report - Jeremy Clark, Secretary/
Treasurer 
Total revenue for 2012 was $422.79. Total expenses 
were $351.94, including $200.00 in donations made with 
the remainder coming from meeting expenses. Total 
cash in the checking and savings accounts as of Decem-
ber 31, 2013 was $4,433.52. 
Policy Committee Update – Bill Bentley, Joan Nich-
ols 
CT SAF has provided policy input in past years, and now 
other groups are becoming involved in CT’s changing 
landscape.  Chris Martin, CT DEEP State Forester men-
tioned the resurgence of development on the horizon.  

Bill raised questions to members as to the best way to 
proceed (dialogues, voting, etc.).  Joan added, what can 
SAF members expect from the CT Chapter as policy 
issues come up within the legislature; should CT SAF 
weigh in?  Tom Worthley pointed out that in some cases 
it may be better to respond individually, but would be 
good to discuss as a chapter prior to.  Larry Rousseau 
mentioned that NESAF may have policies in place for 
CT SAF to vote / decide on decisions.  Jeff Ward made a 
motion to form a committee with 2-3 members to deter-
mine specific policy recommendations on how to set up 
committee.  Jim Pronovost clarified that a methodology 
of who and what was to be accomplished was neces-
sary.  Motion clarified further by Starr Childs, to em-
power the executive committee to set-up an adhoc com-
mittee to determine specific policy recommendations. 
Future Plans – Eric Hansen, Chair 
Summer workshop – Eric asked members for sugges-
tions on topics and locations. 
Mike Bartlett – would like to see a workshop on biomass 
harvesting and markets. 
Larry Rousseau – The inevitably spread of EAB and how 
to best mange ash stands under threat. 
Eric Hansen – Develop CT version of foresters for the 
birds. 
Jeff Ward – Stormwise/Rehabilitating High-graded 
stands. 
2014 Proposed Budget – Jeremy Clark 
Projected revenues for 2014 were estimated at $675.12 
from membership dues, meeting revenues, and interest. 
Projected expenses were estimated at $475.00 including 
donations, meeting costs, and administration costs. CT 
Ag Days at the Capital – Joan Nichols 
CT SAF had a booth (cost was $75/day).  CT SAF also 
had a booth at the Plant Science Day,  which was free.  

(Continued on page 23) 

habitat goals without private vendors from the forest 
products industry. I’m concerned about the  down-
ward trend in the number of vendors able to make a 
living doing forestry work in Massachusetts, and 
about the resistance on the part of the general public 
to forestry in general, and to habitat management in 
particular.   

 
5)  What have been some of your most successful 
forest management endeavors?  
John:  Active habitat management at a number of 
MassWildlife lands have had great results for wildlife 
species of conservation need. In particular, properties 
like the Montague Plains WMA (in Montague), Staf-
ford Hill WMA (in Cheshire), Fox Den WMA (in Mid-
dlefield), Eugene Moran WMA (in Windsor), Herm 
Covey WMA (in Belchertown), Muddy Brook WMA (in 
Hardwick), Martin Burns WMA (in New-
bury),Dunstable Brook WMA (in Dunstable), and 
Frances Crane WMA (in Falmouth) come to mind. 

challenge on my job is probably working with the gen-
eral public to help them understand that we need ac-
tive forest management to provide habitat for various 
wildlife species that were formerly  supported by natu-
ral disturbance processes (like flooding along major 
streams and rivers, extensive beaver impoundments, 
and fire) that human development has greatly con-
strained.  
 

4)  What do you enjoy most about your work as an 
Agency Forester?  
John: I enjoy working with private vendors who oper-
ate big machinery like whole tree harvesters, skid-
ders, forwarders, and excavator-mounted mowers, 
then getting to see the positive response of target 
wildlife species to their work. It’s especially rewarding 
to see numbers of rare and declining wildlife species 
increase as a direct result of the work our vendors do. 
MassWildlife simply could not achieve its landscape 

(Continued from page 21) 

Connecticut - Mel Harder 
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pact foresters.   All CT  proposed bills may be found @ 
Connecticut General Assembly 
 
 HB 5057 AN ACT CONCERNING THE ASSESSMENT 
OF HORSES AND PONIES AND FARM MACHINERY 
AND THE TRANSFER OF LAND CLASSIFIED AS 
FARM LAND, OPEN SPACE LAND, FOREST LAND 
AND MARINE HERITAGE LAND. 
 HB 5139 AN ACT CONCERNING THE USE OF STATE 
FUNDS FOR THE INSTALLATION OF SOLAR PANELS 
ON PRIME FARMLAND. 
 HB 5220 AN ACT CONCERNING A PROPERTY 
OWNER'S LIABILITY FOR THE EXPENSES OF RE-
MOVING A FALLEN TREE OR LIMB. 
 HB 5330 AN ACT CONCERNING THE APPLICATION 
OF PESTICIDES AT PARKS, PLAYGROUNDS, ATH-
LETIC FIELDS AND MUNICIPAL GREENS. 
 SB 70 AN ACT CONCERNING THE PRESERVATION 
OF LANDS UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTEC-
TION AND THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 
 
CT DEEP Awards Renewable Energy Contracts 
from SOLUTIONS, 2014 Issue #1, an e-newsletter from 
Innovative Natural Resource Solutions 
Two of New England’s existing biomass plants have 
been awarded long-term contracts for Renewable En-
ergy Certificates (RECs) through a competitive process 
administered by the Connecticut Department of Energy 
& Environmental Protection (CT DEEP). In response to a 
Request for Proposals issued in late 2013, CT DEEP 
received 19 proposals from biomass plants in the region 
(including multiple proposals from some facilities), as 
well as a number of proposals from landfill gas and run-
of-the-river hydro facilities. 
 
CT DEEP indicates that it used a scoring criteria that 
gave 75% weight to price and 25% weight to non-price 
considerations (e.g., emissions, economic impact to 
Connecticut, price risk, etc.). Based upon CT DEEP’s 
scoring, three contracts with two projects were awarded 
contracts with that state’s electric utilities, Connecticut 
Light & Power Company and United Illuminating Com-
pany: 
 

•21.5 MW from PSNH Schiller Station (NH) for 10 years 
at $24.84 per REC 

•5 MW from Burlington (VT) Electric Department’s share 
of McNeil Station (VT) for 5 years at $22.50 per REC 

•2.7 MW from Green Mountain Power’s share of McNeil 

Station (VT) for 10 years at $27.00 per REC 

It is interesting to note that the three successful projects 
not only had the highest overall scores, but had the best 
rated pricing by DEEP. Two Connecticut projects – 
Plainfield (CT) Renewable Energy and ReEnergy – Ster-
ling (CT) scored high on non-price factors, but appar-
ently had price proposals that made them unattractive to 
Connecticut regulators. 

Chapter should consider having a presence at one or 
both of these events in the future. 
 
Yankee Division Update - Tom Worthley  
Two volunteers were found to take on chair and vice-
chair of Yankee Division SAF.  Will have Yankee busi-
ness meeting in the beginning of April, location and time 
to be determined. 
 
USFS SILVAH training - Jeff Ward  
Workshops planned for October at the Yale-Meyers For-
est.  Dorms will be rented out for $12/night. 
 
Guest speaker presentations 
Judy Wilson, wildlife biologist with DEEP Wildlife pre-
sented on the New England Cottontail (NEC) Initiative.  
CT plays an important role in the bringing back of NEC 
as it has the most known remaining populations in New 
England.  To-date there have been 15 projects con-
ducted on CT state lands and there are currently 25 writ-
ten plans that recommend 650 acres of habitat being 
created for the NEC. 
Mark Edmonds, Resource Conservationist from the 
USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service dis-
cussed the new, recently-passed Farm Bill and how it 
will affect sign-ups and payments to landowners within 
the next month or two.  New rules were being formed at 
the time of this meeting.  WHIP will no longer be avail-
able for private landowners.  Mark reviewed various cost
-share programs, focusing on EQIP and various conser-
vation practices included under this program.  
Jeff Ward from the CT Agricultural Experiment Station 
(CAES) gave a two-part presentation; first on the Storm-
wise project, and secondly on is research on Rehabilitat-
ing High Graded Stands.  The Stormwise project is col-
laboration between CAES, UConn College of Ag. & 
Natural Resources, UConn Extension, Connecticut 
Audubon and Northeast Utilities.  The objectives of this 
study are to develop protocols for the management of 
forests along roads and ROWs and monitor disruptions 
to utility lines.   He  went on to speak of his research with 
rehabilitating high graded stands.  He shared some of 
the lessons that have been learned including the follow-
ing: first begin by controlling invasives and any interfer-
ing regeneration, then cut all poletimber except those 
that will prove to yield grade.  If one is lucky and estab-
lishes desired regeneration, finally release regeneration 
by cutting poletimber. 
Patrick Comins from Audubon Connecticut gave a 
presentation of the Vermont Foresters for the Birds Pro-
gram and spoke in regards to the similar Forest Birds 
Initiative that Audubon Connecticut and CAES are col-
laborating on in CT.  The goal of this initiative is to use 
enhanced stand – level silviculture to address fragmen-
tation and protection of habitat for breeding forest birds.  
The first workshop will held at Mount Riga in Salisbury 
sometime in May.  
Legislative Update 
Below is a list of links to ongoing legislative issues in CT, 
put together by state forester Chris Martin, that may im-

(Continued from page 22   
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Rhode Island - Chris Modisette 

Election Results 
The following officers were elected during the most 
recent NESAF/RISAF elections: Rob MacMillan - 
RI NESAF Representative; Chris Modisette - RI 
Chapter Cahir; Tom Dupree – RI Chapter Vice-
Chair; Rob MacMillan – RI Chapter Secretary-
Treasurer. 
News from RIDEM – Division of Forest Environ-
ment  
The main office has moved to 235 Promenade 
Street, Suite 394, Providence, RI 02908. 
Catherine Sparks has been appointed to the posi-
tion of Assistant Director of the Bureau of Natural 
Resources and has left the State Forester’s posi-
tion. Bruce Payton is now the Deputy Chief of the 
Division of Forest Environment and was appointed 
State Forester in November 2013. Thomas Abbott 
has filled the Supervising Forester position vacated 
by Bruce Payton. On December 30, 2013 the Divi-
sion welcomed William Walker as the new Service 
Forester. Will graduated with a degree in Forestry 
from UNH in 2012 and is a member of SAF. Paul 
Dolan retired as Deputy Chief after 34 years with 
the Division and is now the RC&D Area Director for 
Rhode Island. 
 
RI Woodland Partnership 
Several members of the chapter, including Christo-
pher Riely, Chris Modisette, Paul Dolan, Bill Buf-
fum, and Marc Tremblay, have led efforts to organ-
ize an emerging “Rhode Island Woodland Partner-
ship.” The goal of this coalition is to increase the 
impact of forest conservation efforts in Rhode Is-
land through coordination and information sharing 
among partners. In particular, it is hoped that it will 
provide a forum for foresters, conservationists, and 
landowners to work together more effectively. In 
2013, the partnership convened three open meet-
ings that engaged representatives from about 12 
organizations including government agencies, en-
vironmental nonprofits, and the University of RI. As 
speakers at these gatherings, Bill Labich of High-
stead, Dan Donahue of the Norcross Wildlife Sanc-
tuary, and Ken Payne of the Rhode Island Agricul-
tural Partnership each shared their ideas and ex-
perience. All are welcome to participate in the part-
nership’s activities 2014.   
 
Metcalf Institute Science Immersion Workshop 
for Journalists 
Lloyd Irland is a member of the advisory board of 
the University of Rhode Island’s Metcalf Institute 

for Marine & Environmental Reporting. Annually, 
the Institute offers an annual weeklong Science 
Immersion Workshop for Journalists in the sum-
mer:  
http://metcalfinstitute.org/training/15annual/ 
  
The workshop focuses on global change in coastal 
ecosystems, but this year they were interested in 
giving journalists exposure to the role forest sci-
ence and management play in climate mitiga-
tion. Lloyd connected the Metcalf Institute Execu-
tive Director Sunshine Menezes with RI Chapter 
member Christopher Riely about the possibility of 
putting together a one-day forestry event for 10 
journalists. RI Chapter members thought this could 
be a good opportunity for the RI Society of Ameri-
can Foresters chapter and agreed to put together a 
one-day workshop for the journalists.  
  
The workshop was held on June 10, 2013 at the 
University of Rhode Island’s North Woods. Chapter 
members worked with Professor Arthur Gold, Chair 
of the Department of Natural Resources Science 
and Research Associate William Buffum to de-
velop engaging "hands-on" activities that would 
give the journalists some exposure to and under-
standing of what forest scientists and managers do 
(in developing a management plan addressing cli-
mate change mitigation). Chapter members in-
volved in the project included Christopher Riely, 
Chris Modisette, and Bill Buffum. Attendees in-
cluded an environmental reporter for Rhode Island 
Public Radio, a China correspondent for RSI Swiss 
Italian Television and Radio, an environment re-
porter for Newsday on Long Island, New York, a 
Miami-based journalist for The Associated Press, 
an Associate Producer of Climate Desk,  a free-
lance writer and a researcher for Environmental 
Health News and The Daily Climate, a TV journal-
ist for CCTV America, a Pritzker Journalism Fellow 
at Chicago Public Media/WBEZ, and a staff writer 
for The Press of Atlantic City. 
 
Southern New England Heritage Forest Pilot 
Project 
An outgrowth of the NE/NY Forestry Initiative is a 
US Forest Service pilot project for the Southern 
New England Heritage Forest, an area that in-
cludes western RI, eastern CT and central MA. 
The purpose of this project is to test how to most 
effectively to engage family forest landowners in 

(Continued on page 25) 
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contributing to three main goals: 1) strengthen 

markets for forest products, 2) strengthen forest 
stewardship, and 3) conserve the many values of 
the region’s forest landscape for future genera-
tions.  The long-term goal of the project is to en-
courage better forest management and permanent 
protection for the region’s forest lands. The geo-
graphic focus of the initial landowner outreach ef-
forts will focus on 16 towns in CT, MA and RI. 
 
After attending training presented by The Sustain-
ing Family Forest Initiative at the Harvard Forest 
on “Tools for Engaging Landowners Effectively”, 
the southern New England partners decided to 
target previously unengaged woodland retreat 
owners through the use of woodland ambassa-
dors.  Those ambassadors would be drafted from 
forest landowners with experience from Covert, 
Keystone, the Tree Farm program, & other related 
forestry outreach programs.  The primary outreach 
book is, “More Than a Woodlot,” by Stephen Long. 
Day-long training sessions for the woodland am-
bassadors were held in April 2013 followed by a 
series of ambassador hosted workshops, tours, 
etc. which have and continue to be held in the pro-
ject demonstration area.  
 
Chapter members involved in this project include 

(Continued from page 24) Marc Tremblay, Paul Dolan, Christopher Riely, 
Chris Modisette and Bill Buffum 
 
This effort is a collaboration of the offices of the 
State Foresters, State Conservationists, USFS 
staff, local officials and regional conservation part-
nerships of conservation groups and agencies.  
 
Providence Water 
Chapter members Rob MacMillan and Christopher 
Riely continue to coordinate free public field tours 
on Providence Water’s watershed forest during 
different seasons of the year. These walking tours 
visit project sites on different parts of the property 
and are designed to give people a better under-
standing of forestry and land management issues. 
These tours have been tremendously popular with 
the general public. 
 
Forest Health News from RIDEM 
Winter moth (Operophtera brumata) continues to 
spread throughout Rhode Island with some 3006 
acres of defoliation found by Digital Aerial Survey 
Mapping survey.  
 
White Pine Blister Rust (Cronartium ribicola) 
was found on Eastern White pine, Pinus strobus  
L. on Providence Water Supply Property and in the 
Arcadia Management Area by Isabel Munck, Plant 
Pathologist, USFS Durham Field Office during a 
field visit in April 2013.  
Caliciopsis canker (Caliciopsis pine) has been 
found on Eastern White pine, Pinus strobus  L. on 
Providence Water Supply Property and in the Ar-
cadia Management Area by Isabel Munck, Plant 
Pathologist, USFS, Durham Field Office during 
field visit in April 2013.  
 
Chapter members continue to be involved in a 
number of other statewide forestry projects/
initiatives to include representation of the Forest 
Legacy Committee, the Forest Stewardship Coor-
dinating Committee, the RI Coverts project, the 
Small Scale Forestry project, NRCS’ State Techni-
cal Committee and Forestry Subcommittee, the RI 
Forest Conservators Organization, and the RI Tree 
Farm Program. 

Christopher Riely and Rob MacMillan on one of Provi-

dence water’s public tours in June 2013 

MOU Renewed 
At a Feb. 7 ceremony at the annual Farm & Forest 
Expo. in Manchester, the NH Dept. of Resources 

and Economic Development and UNH Coop. Ext. 
signed a memorandum of understanding, renew-
ing Coop. Extension’s role supporting the educa-
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tion of private forest landowners.   The first agree-
ment was signed Aug. 12, 1925 and has been re-
newed six times since then.  The MOU allows Ex-
tension experts to work on behalf of the state for-
ester to help landowners care for their forestland.  
Private Citizens own 80% of NH forests and NH is 
the second most forested state in the US, following 
Maine. 
 
Molly Huess and Todd Caron join the NH Division 
of Forests and Lands.   Molly will be working for 
the Forest Health Team.  Based at the Fox State 
Forest, she has joined Kyle Lombard and Jen 
Weimer to work on emerald ash borer response.  A 
long time NH resident, she received a B.S. in Wild-
life Ecology from UNH, before working as a forest 

health technician.  EAB was found in Concord and 
Bow on March 28 in 2012. 
Todd will be joining the Forest Management Bu-
reau and will be based out of the Lancaster office.   
Todd is a Milan , NH native.  A graduate of the 
UNH Thompson School, he has been working in 
the woods in various capacities for 16 years.   Most 
recently he was operating a feller buncher and 
worked as the woods boss.   The north region has 
been down a position for 5 years and Forests and 
Lands is very excited for this position to be filled.    
 
 
 
 

New FP&R Staff 
 
Dan Singleton is the 
newest County For-
ester in Washington 
County. He replaces 
Russ Barret who held 
the position for the pre-
vious 30 years.  Dan 
has worked on and off 
with FP&R for the the 
past 4 years while also 
doing some consulting 
while not  working for 
the FP&R.   
 
Jared Nunery is the 
new Orleans County 
Forester replacing the 
original position held by 
the late George Buzzel 
and then temporary 
filled by Ray Toolan.  
Jared previously 
worked as a State 
Lands forester out of 
the St.Jonsbury office 
and before that was 
worked for the Rain 
Forest Alliance.  
 

Licensure 
It has been put forth to the legislature to create a 
commission to look into the potential of having 
foresters be licensed.  This has periodically 
come up in previous decades but never suc-
cessfully enacted.  The GMD had discussion on 
the topic and solicited the membership to give 
their input…. 
 
Winter Meeting 2014 
The annual winter meeting was held at Lake 
Morey on February 28th with a solid turn out for 
the attendance.   Topics of interest were solicita-
tions for volunteers to help with the planning of 
the NESAF meeting in 2015 back at Lake Morey 
on March 25-27th .  If anyone is interested in 
helping out in any capacity contact Charlie Han-
cock at <northwoodsforestry@gmail.com> .  
 After the business meeting there were presen-
tations by Mark Twery on the new NED 3 to be 
rolled out in the following month.  SOME GUY  
from Finite Carbon spoke about his company 
and how they set up projects and sell carbon on 
the open market.  Lastly, Chris Casey spoke 
about what the US Forest Service is doing on 
the Green Mountain and Finger Lakes National 
Forests.  More specifically, research on seed 
banking and creation of disease resistant trees 
for Dutch Elm Disease, Butternut Canker, Beech 
Bark Disease and the impending Emerald Ash 
Borer.   

Green Mountain - Scott Machinist 
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CFE Update– Andrew Fast 

Continuing Education for Foresters in New England – CFE Update 11/18/13 

Forest Adaptation Planning and  Practices – 12/4/13,  Rand olph, VT  3.5/I 
Forest Adaptation Planning and  Practices – 12/3/13,  Rand olph, VT  3.0/I 

Bobcats, Birds, & Butter flie s Go od Forestry is  Good for W ildlife – 
12/1/13, Newry,  ME   

3.5/I 

Bobcats, Birds, & Butter flie s Go od Forestry is  Good for W ildlife – 
11/30/13, Newry, M E 

8.0/I 

Bobcats, Birds, & Butter flie s Go od Forestry is  Good for W ildlife – 
11/29/13, Newry, M E 

2.0/I 

Forest Laws for Municipal Offic ials – 11/20/13, Campton, NH 5.5/I 

Forest Laws for Municipal Offic ials – 11/19/13, Pete rborough,  NH 5.5/I 

SAF Green Mountain Division Summer Field Meeting– 11 /1 5/13,  
Woodstock, VT  

5.5/I 

The Nuts & Bolts of Carbon Seq uestration  Projects in New 
England’s Forests– 11 /14/13, Petersham, MA  

10.5/I 

Red Oak Forest Manag ement – 11/8/1 3, Gray, ME  6.0/I 

Manag ing Upland In vasive  Plants in Yo ur Woodland–  11/1/13, 
Gray, M E  

5.5/I 

Forest Guild Verm ont Fa ll Field Tour – 11/1/13, Thetford and 
Vershire, NH 

6.0/I 

Massachusetts Foresters Council Fall M eeting—10/29/13, 
Northampton, M A 

4.0/I 

Stream-Smart Road  Crossing  Field Tra ining II—10/28/13, 
Falmouth, ME 

5.0/I 

Stream-Smart Road  Crossing  Field Tra ining II—10/22/13, 
Farming to n, ME 

5.0/I 

Measuring Up—10/2 1/13, Sanbo rnton, NH 6.0/I 

Water in the W oo ds— 10/17 /13, Hillsboro ugh,  NH 5.0/I 
Stream-Smart Road  Crossing  Field Tra ining II—10/16/13, East 
Orland , M E 

5.0/I 

Wooing W ood for Maine— 10/15/13 , Orono, ME 4.0/I 

Harvesting to M eet Lando wner’s Goals— 10/10/13, New L imerick, 
ME  

4.0/I 

CFRU 2013 Fall Field To ur—10/10/2013, Nicatous Lake, ME  3.0/I 
Maine Forest Service Forester's  Institute - Tiger Software—

10/9/2013, Augusta, ME 

3.0/I 

Large Acreage Co nservation  Easement Monitoring  Roun dtable—
10/9/2013, Durham, NH 

3.0/I 

Forest Health Focus: White Ash an d W hite Pin e— 10/5/2 013, 

Lempster, NH 

3.0/I 

Innova tive Ap proaches to  Enviro nmentally Frien dly Road / Stream 
Crossing s— 10/4/2013, Bingham, ME 

4.5/I 

Innova tive Ap proaches to  Enviro nmentally Frien dly Road / Stream 
Crossing s— 10/3/2013, Bingham, ME 

4.5/I 

Forest Roadbuilding Tool Box— 10/3/2013, Sh elburne, NH 6.0/I 
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