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Council Report: Andy Hayes
I hope all are well.
Over the course of the summer SAF’s Board of Directors (Council) has had at least 1 conference call per month to keep in tune with the many changes coming SAF’s way. There
will be no board of directors meeting at the national convention due to the complexity of
the meeting, budget restraints, and the shortness of time.
♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

The Board of Directors approved an independent audit done on SAF. Everything was
in order and our finance committee is doing a wonderful job keeping SAF in line with
our budget.
As you know, this coming October all SAF members will receive a ballot for election
of the next vice president. In addition, there are a series of national referendums
that will bring SAF into compliance with the passage of a new law in the District
of Columbia where SAF is incorporated. The Board of Directors urges a positive
vote to modernize our governing documents, Articles of Incorporation, and By
laws.
We are also asking for your approval of slight changes in the way our mission statement reads. The concept here is to create an open mission statement that will apply
not only to foresters, but also to a broader membership to attract natural resource
managers who also work to manage our forest resources.
The Board of Directors voted to remove referendums 3.1-3.6 addressing membership
categories. The Board wants to extend the dialogue involving membership categories
over the next 12 months for increased clarity and transparency. Originally, there was
to be a vote to simplify current membership language involving professional, conditional, associate, technician, and international, members. It became clear after extensive conversations across the country that there was a lack of clarity on the benefits,
rights, and possible impacts on combing all existing membership categories into a singular “member” category. We urge your involvement in future conversations involving
SAF membership categories as we strive to keep SAF relevant and growing.
There has also been much discussion on reestablishing the National Leadership Academy. There has been a committee formed, of which I am on, that will explore the different options available to us in reestablishing the academy.

Finally, if you have not heard, Bill Hagenstein passed away peacefully in his sleep this
past month. Bill was SAF’s oldest surviving president and lived a full 99 years! He was
quite an advocate for forestry and you can pick up his autobiography, Corks and Suspenders at the SAF store.
Be safe out there.
Andy
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Quarterly Theme

Mark Rudnicki - Theme Editor

The Northern Long Eared Bat and Forest
This issue of the quarterly contains my first contribution as
the NESAF Forest Science Coordinator. I hope you find the
articles below informative and helpful to your work.
As you may know, the northern long-eared bat (among others) has been in serious decline for a number of years and
is now facing congress for possible listing under the Endangered Species Act. Because of its range and habitat requirements, a listing of the bat would likely have a significant effect on forest practices and likely negative effect on
the forest industry in New England. So to inform the membership on this issue I have included two articles. Since I
didn’t know much about bats, the first article is written by a
bat biologist (Dr. Laura Cisneros) about the bat and its decline, and since I am more familiar with disagreement, the second article attempts to summarize the
current arguments surrounding the listing of the bat.
abundant. Many populations of northern longeared bats have plummeted to just 1% of their preWNS numbers in the northeastern U.S. This
makes conservation efforts that protect remaining
individuals and their critical habitat in New England
vital to prevent the loss of this species and the benefits they provide.
However, development of wise
conservation strategies should
balance protection of the northern
long-eared bat and its critical habitat with wise utilization of natural
resources that will have little negative impact on the recovery of this
bat species. Recently, it has been
debated whether sustainable forestry practices will negatively affect the recovery of the northern
long-eared bat. To aid discussions
on bat-friendly forestry practices, it
is important to have a good understanding of the biology of bats and
factors that may make them sensitive to particular forestry practices.
The goals of this article are twofold: 1) to provider further background on WNS and how it has impacted bats in
general, and 2) to discuss aspects of the northern
long-eared bat’s ecology that may make it sensitive to forestry practices.
White-nose Syndrome (WNS)
WNS is a fungal disease inflicting at least
seven species of hibernating bats in the eastern
U.S. and Canada. In New England, six of the nine

Getting to Know Our Northern Long-eared Bat
By Dr. Laura Cisneros
Dr. Laura Cisneros is an extension faculty
member in the department of Natural Resources
and the Environment at the University of Connecticut. For the past eight years, her
research has focused on the effects of forest loss, fragmentation,
and land cover change on bat
communities.
Bats play vital roles in forests
and agricultural systems in North
America, as they consume large
quantities of crop and timber
pests. It is estimated that even an
average-sized colony of 150 big
brown bats consumes approximately 600,000 cucumber beetles, 194,000 June beetles,
158,000 leafhoppers, and
335,000 stinkbugs per year. The
role of insectivorous bats as pest
control is valued at billions of dollars in North America, demonstrating that bats are enormously important economically as well as
ecologically.
Alarmingly, a number of North American bat
species are facing precipitous declines, with mortality rates near 100% in some locations, due to an
invasive exotic fungal species that has caused
White-nose Syndrome (WNS). One of the bat species most affected by WNS is the northern longeared bat, which has experienced devastating
losses in parts of its range where it was most

(Continued on page 5)
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America.
Although bat populations in New England have
been ravaged, there is perhaps, a glimmer of hope
as New England wildlife biologists are beginning to
see declines in the number of bat deaths. In Vermont, Scott Darling from the Vermont Department
of Fish and Wildlife has observed substantial decreases in dead bats found during the wintertime.
Furthermore, 50% of marked individuals are returning back to the hibernacula the following year.
Similarly, Jenny Dickson of Connecticut’s Department of Energy and Environmental Protection has
observed declines in deaths of bats in Connecticut
populations. However, she stresses that it is too
early to determine if this trend is significant and
signaling a recovery. Despite the declines in the
The cold-loving fungus that causes WNS acts number of bat deaths, bat population sizes have
by directly infiltrating the skin on the wings, muzzle been severely reduced, and conservation efforts
or ears of infected bats. It is spread between bats
are crucial to help bat populations return to stable
by individual-to-individual contact as opposed to
sizes.
airborne exposure to the fungus. Bats suffering
from WNS experience a variety of physiological
Ecology of the Northern Long-eared Bat
changes. One such change is the tendency to lose
Bats are unusual for a mammal of their size
fat reserves at a higher rate during hibernation.
because they are long-lived (e.g. ~20 years) and
This is also associated with an increased rate of
produce few offspring per year (e.g. 1-2 young per
bats leaving their hibernacula during winter
year). This aspect of their biology makes bats
(presumably searching for food) and subsequently more vulnerable to disturbance in general, as redying. Along with fat loss, disruption of water balcovery will take a longer period of time than it
ance and consequent dehydration has been noted would for other small mammals. The northern longin WNS-infected bats. In addition to physiological
eared bat is no exception to this rule, with an averchanges, WNS-infected bats have also displayed a age lifespan of 18.5 years in the wild and a single
variety of abnormal behaviors. These unusual be- pup born to a female per year. Consequently, rehaviors include shifting roost location closer to
covery of stable population sizes may take a while
cave entrances where the air is cooler (benefiting
given current population sizes and low birth rates
the cold-loving fungus), leaving the hibernacula
of the northern long-eared bat.
during the daytime, and unresponsiveness to anLike the other eight species of New England
thropogenic disturbance. Symptoms of WNS can
bats, the northern long-eared bat is an insectivore
be seen as early as September when bats begin
that consumes large quantities of insect pest spehibernation in caves. Mortality generally begins
cies. In preparation for hibernation, this bat species
about three to four months after infected bats enter increases in mass by 40-45% in the summer and
into hibernation.
fall by consuming even greater quantities of inJust within the past eight years, WNS has
sects than normal. Unfortunately for bats, pesticaused over six million bat deaths, with some colo- cides are often applied at dusk when they are most
nies in New England reduced to 1% of their preactively feeding on insects. As a result, insectivoWNS numbers. This is an unprecedented loss that rous bats are at high risk of ingesting pesticides,
will have severe ecological and economic implica- especially during summer and fall months. The link
tions. WNS, which was first observed in North
between organochlorine pesticides (largely banned
America in Howes Cave, New York in 2006
in the U.S.) and bat declines was made in the
(presumed to have been transported from Europe), 1970’s and 80’s as these chemicals were often
has spread from the Northeast into Canada, to the found in bat tissues, causing accelerated fat meMid-Atlantic and Midwest, and to the South. Curtabolism and resulting in starvation during hibernarently, WNS occurs in 25 U.S. states and five Cation. Although organochlorine pesticides were
nadian provinces, and is expected to continue to
largely banned in the 70’s, there are very few studspread, devastating bat populations across North
(Continued on page 6)
(Continued from page 4)

species of bats suffer from WNS (i.e. big brown
bat, little brown bat, northern long-eared bat, Indiana bat, eastern small-footed bat, and eastern
pipistrelle). Because WNS is caused by a coldloving fungus, only hibernating, cave-roosting bats
have been negatively impacted. An ideal environment for this cold-loving fungus is one with low
temperatures and high humidity (i.e. 40-55° F,
>90%), which are common characteristics of bat
hibernacula (i.e. caves where bats hibernate). For
this reason, bats that roost in trees in New England
during the summer and migrate south during the
winter (i.e. silver-haired bat, eastern red bat, and
hoary bat) are not affected by WNS.
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shire. Consequently, this species does not show
an affinity to particular tree species throughout its
range, and wise management should consider potential roosts regardless of tree species.
Conclusion
Historically, sustainable forestry practices have
not had negative implications on the northern longeared bat. Nevertheless, many New England
populations of this species have been drastically
reduced, and a chance disturbance event could
take out the few remaining individuals. It is imperative that wildlife biologists and foresters continue to
learn about the biology of this species and especially focus discussions on potentially bat-friendly
forestry practices. Together, we can
develop wise
conservation
strategies that
promotes the
recovery of the
northern longeared bat and
the wise utilization of natural resources.

(Continued from page 5)

ies on the action of currently used chemicals on
bat populations. If we are to employ the cautionary
principle, the use of pesticides in WNS-infected
sites would be altered to reduce the likelihood of
ingestion by bats, especially before hibernation.
The northern long-eared bat moves between
two types of roosts during a year. During the winter, the northern long-eared bat hibernates in
caves or mines from September/November to
March/May. During the summer, the northern longeared bat roosts under exfoliating tree bark, in
cavities of live trees or within stags (i.e. dead trees
at early stages of decay). Males and females roost
separately, with females forming small to large maternity colonies
(i.e. groups of
10 to 80 pregnant females).
The northern
long-eared bat
gives birth between mid-May
to mid-July depending on geographic location,
with later births
occurring at
higher latitudes.
As mentioned
above, a single
pup is born to a
female, and offspring are typically weaned within 30 days. Consequently, trees
selected as maternity roosts during the summer
months are extremely important for the recovery of
the northern long-eared bat.
Bat-friendly forestry practices will entail identification and preservation of roosting trees as well as
reduced disturbance around these roost sites during the summer months. But, which trees make
good bat roosts? In managed hardwood forests in
the central Appalachians, roosting trees of maternity colonies of northern long-eared bats tend to be
taller, smaller in diameter, and surrounded by more
overstory trees and snags (i.e. smaller trees in
more cluttered stands). In addition, black locust
and black cherry were more often selected as tree
roosts, most likely because these species are short
-lived species and produce high quality snags. Indeed, the northern long-eared bat is known to
roost in a variety of tree species from elm in Indiana to silver maple and green ash in Michigan to
American beech and sugar maple in New Hamp-

Should the
Northern
Long-Eared
Bat be Protected Under
the Endangered Species Act?
The Center for Biological Diversity petitioned for
the northern long-eared bat to be added to the federal list of endangered species in 2010. On September 8th 2014 the House committee on Natural
Resources held its final field hearing in Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania. A final decision by the House is
expected in a “few months” so presumably sometime in the spring of 2015.
So there is broad agreement that:
- The northern long-eared bat is experiencing drastic (99%) decline in population in many parts of its
range – particularly in the Northeast where its
population numbers were highest.
- This level of decline is expected to spread
throughout the entire range of this bat.
-The single greatest threat to the bat populations
and cause of the population decline is white nosed
syndrome.
(Continued on page 7)
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least the opinions I saw on the congressional website. I have included forestry related testimony below.
“The habitat protection provisions associated with
an endangered listing of the NLEB will have dramatic negative consequences for Pennsylvania’s
forestry industry, its forest landowners, the state’s
economy and the forest habitat itself – all while
providing no benefit to addressing the impact of
WNS that threatens the NLEB. The USFWS needs
to forego any mandated restrictions on forest management practices. The USFWS needs to work
with
other
federal
agencies,
state
wildlife
and forestry
agencies
and other
stakeholder to
fill the
gaps in
the existing data
and un-

(Continued from page 6)

- once the species is listed, areas designated as
critical habitat will curtail human activities to the
extent deemed necessary.
From my reading of the Oct 2, 2013 proposed
rules issued by the US Fish and Wildlife there are
admitted uncertainties of what summer roosting
habitat is required by this bat (and will be considered critical habitat). This results in the conclusion
“Therefore, we are currently unable to determine
whether specific summer habitat features are essential to the conservation of the species, and find
that critical habitat is not
determinable for
the northern longeared bat
at this
time.”
Further
study will
be undertaken to
better
determine better
knowledge
here, but
they
would
need to
have
conclusions in
less than
one year
from the date of listing. Unless findings are conclusive, this uncertainty will likely result in a broad
designation of summer critical habitat, which would
be more expansive and disruptive to forestry operations.
From the January 2014 USFW planning document,
all suitable habitat within a 5-mile radius around
hibernacula will be designated as critical habitat.
From April 1-Sept 30 is the summer maternity season when bats are likely roosting in trees and forestry activities are to be curtailed.
Those who gave testimony at the House field
meeting on Sept 8th, 2014 were quite vociferous
and largely in opposition to the potential listing – at

derstanding of NLEB and WNS. Finally, the
USFWS and others need to remain focused on the
research and efforts on the control and elimination
of the WNS that is the actual threat to NLEB and
other bat species.” – Paul Lyskava, Executive
Director, Pennsylvania Forest Products Association
“To think that an unelected body can dictate to us
when we can and cannot cut our standing timber
on our own land according to a bat’s mating schedule is simply preposterous. It wouldn’t be so
hard if there was come kind of recourse to protest
the ruling made so far away by people who have
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

never been here who really don’t give a hoot
whether the citizens of Armstrong County have
jobs is comprehensively unacceptable. The ESA
encourages us, who have such a dynamic grasp of
patriotism, to become lawbreakers in the Nation
we’ve gone to fight for. It has to stop.” – State
Representative Jeffrey Pyle, Pennsylvania 60th
Legislative District
“While U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service may not take
economics into consideration when making decisions, it should recognize the fact it takes dollars
generated from tax paying businesses to have a
clean stable environment both socially and ecologically. The forest products industry is one of the
largest industries in the state of Pennsylvania generating over 14 billion dollars to our state economy.
As a logger, and part of the forest products industry here in Pennsylvania, I am committed to continuing forestry practices that enhance NLEB habitat. Any premature listing of an endangered species, or listing without taking into account economic considerations to the State, could have a
negative impact to Pennsylvania’s Forest Products
Industry, including timberland owners and loggers
as well as a significant impact to our State’s economy.” – Martin Melville, Owner, Melville Forest
Services
The conclusion of a written testimony to the committee “The northern long-eared bat is in current
danger of extinction throughout a significant portion of its range. Based on the current, best available scientific information, it qualifies for endangered status under the Endangered Species Act,
and it is in need of that level of federal protection to
address the profound and various threats it faces.
The Act is a tool that works, a policy that the
American public supports, and in its success at
preventing extinction, it is a gift that we bestow
upon future generations.” Mollie Matteson, M.S.
Senior Scientist, Center for Biological Diversity
Of the 47 members on the US House Natural Resources committee 3 are from New England: Carol
Shea-Porter, New Hampshire, 1st District; Niki
Tsongas, Massachusetts, 3rd District; and Katherine Clark, Massachusetts, 5th District. In the US
Senate (committee on Environment and Public
works) there are 3 from New England: Bernie
Sanders, Vermont; Sheldon Whitehouse, Rhode
Island; and Ed Markey, Massachusetts. Never
hurts for them to hear from their constituents.
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IN MEMORIAM
Bradford E. Monk, 98, passed away on July 15, 2014. Brad graduated
from the NY State Ranger School of Forestry in 1937 and worked for the
Pigeon Timber Co. in Fort William, Ontario until 1942. In Sept., he returned to the US, attended the army officer candidate school, then
served as a second lieutenant with the 1613 Forestry Co. in new guinea
and the Philippines until the war end. He returned to complete his BS
in Forestry at Syracuse University, but was called out of his reserve unit
for active duty during the Korea crisis until his honorable discharge in
1953. He worked 10 years as a forester, some of which with UNH
Coop. Ext., but began a career in 1962 with the US Postal Service until
his retirement in 1981. Brad was an enthusiastic Tree Farmer, since
1972, of his 76 acre forest, and faithfully attended professional forester meetings and field trips
throughout the state, no matter the weather.
Carl M. Van Husen, 81, of Madison, ME passed away on Friday, August 22, 2014 in Skowhegan.
He was born April 25,1933 in Howard, NY, the son of Kenneth and Carrie (Lyke) Van Husen. Carl
was raised on a farm in Howard, NY, and was a graduate of Avoca Central High School in Avoca,
NY.
In 1955 he earned his Bachelors Degree in Forestry from Syracuse College of Forestry. He then
went out west to work for the Federal Government doing inventory of the trees in their parks. He
later returned home and entered into the Army in January 1956. A year later, he was married to
Ella Mae on September 28, 1957. In January 1958 he was discharged from the Army. He went on
to work for Tillinghast & Reed as a forester in West Virginia; a year later he left and came to work
for Scott Paper on November 3, 1959 where he stayed for 32 years before retiring in February 1992
as Operations Manager for the Southern Bingham District.
After retiring, he went to work for J.W. Sewell in Old Town purchasing wood chips for power
plants. He then went on to work for WoodTek where he held many positions and retired for a second time. Carl belonged to many organizations throughout his life. He was a member of the Society of American Foresters as a Fellow, he belonged to the Maine Tree Farm organization, the
Sportsman's Alliance of Maine, the Small Woodland Owners Association of Maine, he was the Vice
President of the Maine Wilderness Watershed Trust, he was part of the Maine Sportsman's Landowners Association, and served on the Board at Baxter State Park. He was also the Chairman of the
Board for the Anson-Madison Sanitary District for over 20 years. He was very proud of his work
for the Master Loggers Program to help people become Licensed Master Loggers.

OUR

MISSION AS FORESTERS IS TO BE RESPONSIBLE STEWARDS OF THE EARTH’S FORESTS WHILE MEETING

SOCIETY’S VITAL NEEDS.

THE

CHALLENGE OF OUR MISSION LIES IN KEEPING FOREST ECOSYSTEMS

HEALTHY AND INTACT WHILE CONCURRENTLY DRAWING ON THEIR RESOURCES.

WE

WILL MEET THIS

CHALLENGE BY CAREFULLY MONITORING AND MANAGING THE EFFECTS OF NATURAL AND HUMAN
FORCES ON THE FOREST.

OUR

DECISIONS WILL BE GUIDED BY OUR PROFESSIONAL KNOWLEDGE, OUR

COMPASSION FOR ALL LIVING THINGS, OUR DESIRE TO IMPROVE CITIZENS’ LIVES, AND OUR RESPECT AND
CONCERN FOR THE ENTIRE FOREST ECOSYSTEM.
NOLOGY, AND THE PRACTICE OF FORESTRY,

BY ADVANCING FORESTRY SCIENCE, EDUCATION, TECHNE SAF WILL PROVIDE THE LEADERSHIP TO ACHIEVE ITS MIS-

SION.
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IN MEMORIAM
Daniel J. Cyr, 57, of Francestown passed away peacefully on June
24, 2014 in his home after a brave fight with cancer, surrounded by
family and loving friend, Jan Goolbis.
He was born on March 19, 1957 in Edmundston, New Brunswick,
Canada to the late Leo T. Cyr and Reine (April) Cyr. He graduated
from Madawaska High School in 1975. He then went on to the University of Maine where he earned his Associate of Science (Forest
Management Technology) in 1977 and then his Bachelor of Science
(Forestry) in 1980.
Dan went to work for Bay State Forestry in 1981 where he has been
committed to sustainable forestry for the last 33 years. In those 33
years Dan's favorite part was when he got to go work in Hawaii
doing vegetation control for power lines. For those that knew and
worked with him, he was an outspoken advocate for all things Forestry. He proudly managed dozens of local town forests and about 30,000 acres. He always went
the extra mile for his company, his clients and the trees. He is remembered fondly by his fellow
associates as always putting "The health and welfare of the forest first and last", and placing regeneration in his managed properties at the highest level. He was well respected in his career
and his love of his work kept him going strong every minute of every day.
He was a proud member of: American Tree Farm System since 2001, Society of American Foresters since 1984, New Hampshire Timberland Owners Association (NHTOA), New Hampshire
State Conservation Committee since 1991, Project Learning Tree, New Hampshire Tree Farm
Program and has been recognized by these organizations with the following awards: 2014, Recognition of 30 years to Society of American Foresters. 2013, Forester of the Year by Granite State
Division of the Society of American Foresters. 2012, New Hampshire Timberland Owners Association, Presidents Award/Bay State Forestry, and Outstanding Forester Award by Society of
American Foresters. 2008 Certificate of Appreciation/Bronze 25 Club by American Tree Farm
System. 2007, Outstanding Forestry Activist by NHTOA. 1998, Tree Farm Leadership Award by
Tree Farm American Forest Foundation. Currently, Dan was proudly working on the New England Cottontail Habitat Restoration and the proposed Dog Park at Wasserman Park in Merrimack.

This years’ NESAF Winter
Meeting is March 25-27th,
2014
Changing Silviculture in a
Changing World
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Submission
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Date
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March 22

April 15

June

May 22

June 15

October September 22

We will be back in Fairlee, VT
Look for more details in the next issue
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DIVISION NEWS
Maine - Anthony Filature
performed the even-aged management approach practiced in West German

Greater Augusta Utility District Tour by Jake
Maier
Despite a heavy downpour during lunch time,
most of the ±40 foresters attending the forestry
tour braved the elements and stayed during the
afternoon session to see most all of the 110 acres
thinned on the 800 acre Carleton Pond property
of the Greater Augusta Utility District. Brian Tar-

Best Management Practices
Annually, the State of Maine collects data on
the use of best management practices employed in forest harvest operations. Data have
been collected since 2005. Findings indicate
that logging contractors in Maine continue to
improve harvesting practices resulting in reduced impact on water quality. A report summarizing data collected in 2013 is currently
available at: www.maine.gov/tools/whatsnew/
attach.php?id=622582&an=1

Emerald Ask Borer
In August it was documented that the emerald
ash borer has infested trees in Boston’s Arnold
Arboretum. Previously the beetle had caused
significant damage to trees in Worchester, MA.
and vicinity. It is uncertain how EAB will be
controlled in the arboretum.
The moving of firewood is believed to be the
primary mechanism for spreading the beetle,
which has spread to many parts of the country
buck, General Manager of GAUD, gave some
since it was first identified in Detroit, Michigan
background information about the district. Jake
in 2002. Attempts to control spread of the beeMaier of JM Forestry, and Will Cole of Trees LTD, tle have been difficult.
explained the rational and mechanics behind the
singletree and small group selection cuts which
Hemlock Management Tour
were conducted during the last 1½ years in the
On July 31, thirty-one individuals attended a
Carleton Pond watershed.
tour in coastal Maine to discuss strategies for
The group discussed spacing guidelines, haul
properly managing eastern hemlock. This subtrail objectives, invasive species problems, and
ject is of special concern with advance of the
lessons learned about the productivity of uneven- hemlock woolly adelgid. Speakers were: Dr.
aged management versus even-aged manageJoseph Staples Dept. of Environmental Studies
ment. Jake Maier used Germany as an example at USM; Dr. Isabel Munck, USDA Forest Serto contrast the application of even-age managevice, Durham, NH; Allison Kanoti and Julie
ment conducted in West Germany, with uneven- Churchill, Forest Health and Monitoring, Maine
aged management practiced in the former East
Forest Service, and Barrie Brusila, Consulting
Germany. Uneven-aged management in East
Forester, Mid-Maine Forestry.
Germany proved to be inferior to even-aged management; however as Maier pointed out, uneven- Recently, HWA was found to have spread into
Knox County, in the vicinity of Camden, Maine
aged management applied on privately held forests in Germany, with tight control of the operation by the owner (Prinz zu Fürstenberg), out(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 11)

mas trees in the North Central and Northeastern
regions of the United States. This edition includes several new pest problems, with emphasis on pests of fir trees. The publication is available through Doreen Deutsch with the USFS
@ ddeutsch@fs.fed.us (Ph 651-649-5244) or on
the Web @ http://www.na.fs.fed.us/pubs/2014/
Christmas%20Tree%20Pest%20Manual%
203rd%20Edition.pdf
Baxter Park Scientific Forest Management
Area

Penobscot Experimental Forest
On July 24, thirty-three individuals attended a
silviculture tour of the Penobscot Experimental
Forest in Bradley, Maine hosted by the NESAF
Management & Utilization Working Group. The
tour focused on long-term research studies conducted by the U.S. Forest Service and the University of Maine. Presenters included Mr. Glenn
Rae with the American Chestnut Foundation, Dr.
Laura Kenefic with the USFS, Dr. Robert Seymour at the University of Maine and Bethany
Munoz, a PhD candidate at the university.
The PEF was established in 1950 and has silvicultural research studies dating back 60+ years.
Some of the research findings presented during
the tour are available in the USFS publication:
“Penobscot Experimental Forest: 60 Years of
Research and Demonstration in Maine, 19502010”, published January 2014.
Christmas Tree Pest Manual
The Christmas Tree Pest Manual (3rd edition) is
now available. The manual is designed to help
identify and control damaging pests of Christ-

On June 27, forty-two participants attended a
tour of the Baxter Park Scientific Forest Management Area sponsored by MESAF. The tour
focused on the salvage of timber that was windthrown in a 2013 storm. Rick Morrill and Jensen
Bissell with BSA discussed mapping of the damaged areas and plans for follow-up monitoring
efforts, Charlene Donahue and Shawn Fraver
with the Maine Forest Service discussed possible pest problems resulting from the blowdown
and Clint Morrow with Gerald Pelletier Inc. was
available to answer questions about the salvage
operation. It was a very hot day but a worthwhile and informative tour.
Northern Hardwood Silviculture Guide
The Silvicultural Guide for Northern Hardwoods
in the Northeast has been revised and recently
published by the US Forest Service. The guide
can be downloaded at: http://www.fs.fed.us/nrs/
pubs/gtr/gtr_nrs132.pdf . Leak, Solomon and
DeBald authored the previous guide, published
in 1987.
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have declined by an estimated six million bats.
In response to the decline, Maine’s Inland Fish
and Wildlife Service proposes to list the Little
Brown Bat and the Northern Long-eared Bat as
endangered and the Eastern Small-footed Bat
would be listed as threatened. There is no cure
for the disease; further losses are anticipated.
Rebounding of the population is uncertain, as
bats only rear a single pup annually.

(Continued from page 12)

Maine’s Disappearing Bats
Maine continues to experience a significant loss
of native bat populations and species due to
white nose syndrome. The disease disrupts hibernation of the bats during winter months and
their ability to fly due to damage of their wing
membranes.
Since the disease was first identified in 2007 in
New York State, bat populations in the east

Connecticut - Mel Harder
On June 24, 30+ CTSAF members met at the Ses- Audubon Applauds Quality of Bird Habitat in Hull’s
sions Woods Wildlife Management Area in Burling- CT Forestland
ton CT for an educational program on the subject
submitted by Mary Hull
of habitat treatments for New England Cottontail,
ruffed grouse and woodcock. CTSAF chair Eric
Hansen opened the program and introduce the
featured speakers.
Andy Weik, Ruffed Grouse Society, discussed
strategies for enhancing grouse and woodcock
habitat. Paul Rothbart, CT DEEP wildlife biologist,
discussed BMP's for creating and maintaining NEC
habitat and shrub habitat for other wildlife species.
Pete Picone, CT DEEP wildlife biologist then led
the group on a visit to two treatment sites, including a 30 ac.+ clearcut with snags, course woody
debris and grouse drumming logs left on site.

Union, Connecticut– In the summer of 2014, biologists from Audubon Connecticut and scientists
from the Connecticut Agriculture Experiment Station teamed up to conduct bird habitat assessments on privately owned woodlands across the
state, with the goal of helping landowners take
steps to enhance bird habitat in their forests. Connecticut has faced forest fragmentation and an ensuing loss of variety in bird habitats, but intensively
managed working woodlands can provide a range
of critical habitats, from the unfragmented interior
forest habitat favored by neotropical migrating
birds like the Scarlet Tanager, pictured above, to
the early successional habitat favored by shrubland and grassland birds.
Among the woodlands assessed was the Myers
(Continued on page 15)
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Massachusetts – Dana Hachigian
NEWS FROM MASSACHUSETTS – SUBMITTED BY
DANA HACHIGIAN, MASS STATE REP
NEWS FROM MASSACHUSETTS SAF CHAIR,
KEITH ROSS, CF
The first meeting of the Mohawk Trail Woodlands Partnership Advisory Committee was held at the Berkshire
East Ski Lodge on September 17, 2014. This new
lodge was made nearly entirely of local wood and is a
beautiful example of the high quality craftsmanship
found in New England. The Committee was established with representatives from each of the 20 towns
located in the northwest quadrant of Mass targeted for
federal forest designation. The purpose of the designation will be to bring recognition and additional financial and technical resources via the U.S. Forest Service and the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs to the area. Additional
representatives from the professional forestry community and business community are also included in the
30+ member group. The designation could provide
funding to conserve forests, increase economic development related to sustainable forestry practices and
forest-based businesses, as well as recreational tourism to help improve the fiscal stability of the
towns. Potential benefits include funding for specific
activities such as a feasibility study for a wood pellet
manufacturing plant, creation of new hiking trails, technical assistance for expanding local wood products
markets, assistance with forestry related business
planning and payments to willing landowners for conservation restrictions to permanently protect forests. Among the goals of the project is continued support for private ownership and stewardship of forested
lands through the purchase of flexible conservation
restrictions that support forests for a variety of resource benefits including harvesting, habitat protection, and passive recreation. This committee will meet
every other month over the next year to help oversee
the creation of a plan that will then be presented to
each town to decide whether they will agree to make
the program available to citizens in their town. State
and Federal legislation will be drafted if there is sufficient community support in 2015. For additional information contact Keith Ross at kross@landvest.com
FORESTER INTERVIEW WITH ROGER PLOURDE,
JR. CF – BY DANA HACHIGIAN, MASS STATE
REP.
In each quarterly we interview a member of the Mass
SAF Chapter who practices forestry in Massachusetts
to get a working forester’s views on practicing forestry
in Massachusetts. For this quarterly we conducted an
insightful interview with Professional Licensed Forester, Roger Plourde, Jr., CF.
Question: How did you decide to become a professional forester? And how long have you been practic-

ing this profession?
Response:
I think it was one of those Myers-Briggs personality tests from grammar school that put the notion of
forestry in my head. It came down to aerospace
engineering and forestry and I chose the latter. I
honestly didn’t have much of an understanding of
what either career entailed at the time but I have
no regrets at the choice I made. I have been practicing forestry in MA since 1985.
Question: What do you find the most rewarding part
of doing your work?
Response:
When things go as planned in terms of a regeneration cut - seeing the desired species established
and a new forest underway.
Question: How do you see the future practice of forestry in Massachusetts? Do you see that it will remain the same or do you see the Forester’s role
changing?
Response:
I see a bright future for forestry in MA for those
foresters willing to up their game in terms of managing the forest as an ecosystem as opposed to a
single rotation crop. There seems to be plenty of
landowner interest in practicing forestry thanks in
part to efforts of the Keystone Program, the Forest
Forum and the numerous land trusts committed to
working forests. Nothing remains the same as we
know and our profession is no exception. Silviculture always will be the foundation of forestry but
our job has become increasingly complex when
you factor in invasive species, wildlife habitat, past
highgrading and climate change. Hopefully foresters are realizing that doing the same old commercial thinning time after time is not adequate. I
have been incredibly impressed with the increase
in capacity and professionalism within the logging
community without which we could not practice
forestry.
Question: What type of policies would you recommend Massachusetts adopt in order to promote the
progression of professional forestry and wood products industry in this State?
Response:
It’s time to reactivate the State Forestry Committee
and put the Ch132 revisions back on the table. I
served on the SFC when Jim Dimaio was Chief and a
lot of good work was put into a comprehensive set of
revisions to Ch.132. Without explanation, the new
regs that we put so much effort into became dead in
the water and the SFC was never reconvened. The
only explanation I can come up with for this is that
DCR leadership (not its foresters) doesn’t understand
and therefore value forestry and by forestry I mean
(Continued on page 15)
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The opportunity to recognize outstanding service of your colleagues
has arrived!

(Continued from page 13)

Pond Forest in Union, a 450-acre woodland owned
by Hull Forestlands and managed by Hull Forest
Products, a CT sawmill and woodland management service. Permanently protected with a conWe are asking you the membership to submit
servation easement held by the Nature Consernominations of fellow foresters who you would like vancy, Hull’s Myers Pond Forest is surrounded by
to see recognized for service to the forestry/
the 8,000 acre Yale University Forest, creating a
natural resources profession.
large tract of contiguous woodland. The property
has been formally managed for timber production
The list of the awards are listed on the NESAF
for over a century, and most recently has underwebsite under the Topic AWARDS.
gone harvests to remove diseased Hemlock and
promote White Pine regeneration.
The nomination process requires a cover letter,
biographical sketch of the nominee, and two let- Patrick Comins, Director of Bird Conservation at
ters of endorsement along with the Nomination
Audubon Connecticut, was impressed with the
Form (fillable pdf). The nomination deadline for
quality of the bird habitat at the Myers Pond Forest
awards is December 1, 2014.
as well as the way in which Hull’s forest management activities had led to forest regeneration. He
hailed the property as “truly one of the crown jew(Continued from page 14)
silviculture. They instead pursued a course of action els of forestland in Connecticut.” Jeffrey Ward,
that traded silviculture for politics. In a fresh review of Chief Scientist at the Dept. of Forestry and HortiCh132, I would like to see invasive species control
culture at the Connecticut Agriculture Experiment
and wildlife habitat management activities within the
station, declared the Myers Pond Forest the “best
regulated wetland areas become addressed in order
managed property he had seen” so far in their bird
to bypass review by uninformed conservation comhabitat assessments, which included over 25 propmissions that can greatly increase the cost of doing
erties in Connecticut.
this essential work.

In southern New England, residential development
and suburbanization have contributed to forest
fragmentation, and as forest parcels grow smaller
and smaller, they provide less viable habitat for
birds. Smaller parcels also make it more difficult to
practice forest management, and as a result, there
is less variety of bird habitat. In contrast, when timber harvests are periodically conducted as part of a
forest management plan, they create temporary
openings in the woods that quickly regenerate to
shrubbery, then young forest, eventually growing
into mature forest, and they provide a variety of
bird habitats in the process. Hull Forestlands and
Hull Forest Products are proud of their role in contributing critical habitat to Connecticut’s birds and
grateful that Audubon Connecticut was able to perform the assessments and provide feedback for
landowners.
Registration is now open for the 2014 Forest
Forum / Connecticut Urban Forest Council Conference
Connecticut’s Changing Landscape
The 26th Annual Conference on Urban and Community Forestry and 10th Annual Forest Forum
(Continued on page 16)
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trees along the roads and highways of the state,
in its parks and recreation areas, and in its residential and commercial neighborhoods.
The
state's urban forests fill its cities, , its towns and
its villages. These are the trees most closely associated with the people and structures of Connecticut - the ones that the vast majority of Connecticut's citizens come into contact with every
day.

(Continued from page 15)

will take place on Wednesday October 29th at the
Aqua Turf in Plantsville (Southington). The program is diverse and features author Eric Rutkow
(American Canopy), DEEP Forestry Helene
Hochholzer (the Forest Action Plan) and a panel
discussion on roadside tree management in the
wake of recent storms and legislation. Ceu's are
available for Forest Practitioners and others.

Opportunities within the Urban Forestry Program:
Urban Forestry Grants; Technical Assistance
Programs; Connecticut Urban Forest Council;
Tree City USA; Arbor Day; Use of Wood from the
Urban Forest.

Full details are available at: http://
cturbanforestcouncil.org/services-category/eventsawards/
Chris Donnelly, Urban Forestry Coordinator, CT
DEEP Forestry - 860-424-3178 chris.donnelly@ct.gov
from CT DEEP website
CT DEEP Urban Forestry Program The Urban Forestry Program seeks to work with
the citizens of Connecticut in the improvement of
the state's urban forests. These forests include the

Wanted:
Website Administrator
and
News Quarterly Editor
•

•

These positions are very
rewarding!
Both positions are members of
the Executive Committee

(We have tremendously enjoyed our time as
editor but family obligations take up quite a
bit of our time.)
Please let the Executive Committee know if
you are interested in these positions.
Please help out and volunteer!

The Connecticut Forest Legacy Program
CT DEEP partners with the US Forest Service to
implement the Connecticut Forest Legacy Program (FLP). The FLP helps to identify and conserv e env ironment all y import ant f orests. The program protects working forests, those
forests that protect water quality and provide habitat, forest products, opportunities for recreation
and other public benefits.
The program encourages and supports acquisition of conservation easements. Conservation
easements are legally binding agreements transferring a negotiated set of property rights from one
part y
t o anot her,
wi t hout
t ransf erring property ownership. Most FLP conservation
easements restrict development, require sustainable forestry practices, and protect various environmental values. There are also limited instances under the program where properties are
purchased outright for their conservation values. In both instances, the federal government
may fund up to 75% of program costs, with at
least 25% coming from private, state or local
sources.
To be considered for the FLP, a property must:
Be within the designated Forest Legacy Area; be
threatened by development or conversion to nonforest; be a working forest; abut or be in close
proximity to already existing protected land; and,
have some unique quality, such as a viewshed or
a known population of rare, threatened or endangered species.
contact: Helene Hochholzer, Forest Legacy Coordinator
Tel: 860-424-3634
Email: helene.hochholzer@ct.gov
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Granite State - Jon Nute
Steve Patten Joins NHTOA Staff
Current NH Timberland Owners Assoc. Program
Director Eric Johnson was joined July 30 by Steve
Patten to assist him in the job, administering the
Professional Loggers Program. Patten, from a
three generation logging family, began in 1982 as
a teenager working with his father, chainsaw felling
timber and operating a cable skidder. After a 5
year tour with the US Marine Corps and then Reserve, Patten got back in the business by expanding into a fully mechanized logging company. He
has been a PLP Certified Logger since 1998 and
an enthusiastic promoter of the program.
Beth McGuinn is Five Rivers Exec. Dir.
Long time forester and conservationist Beth
McGuinn was named in July as the first full time
Executive Director of the Five Rivers Conservation

Trust. Based in Central NH, with offices in Concord, more than 1,581 acres has been protected
with 21 conservation easements in the last 4
years, under previous, part time E. D., Jay Haines.
McGuinn previously worked with the Society for
the Protection of NH Forests and most recently,
with the Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation trust.
She is also on the Board of the NH Land trust Coalition.
Don Winsor Receives Award
At the May, Northeastern Loggers’ Association
awards banquet, Don Winsor of Plymouth received
the 2013 Outstanding Industry Activist Award.
Previously a long time forester for Henniker Hardwood and Pallet, he has served in leadership positions with NHTOA, NH Project Learning Tree, NH
Tree Farm, NH SFI and the NH forester licensing
board.

Rhode Island - Chris Modisette
Rhode Island Climate Change Legislation
In June 2014, the Rhode Island legislature passed
the companion bills S2952 and H7904. This legislation assigns the Executive Climate Change Coordinating Council as well as various state agencies with
the responsibility to identify strategies that help
Rhode Island reduce its greenhouse gas emissions
and adapt to a changing climate as cost efficiently as
possible. The strategic planting of trees incorporates
both of these tasks.
The primary aim of the legislation was to create a
framework for addressing climate change from which
strategies for adaptation and mitigation could be derived. The ultimate goals are to “reduce emissions,
strengthen the resilience of communities, and prepare for the effects of climate change.” Moreover, the
language of the legislation indicates that the strategies devised to meet these goals should be costeffective, account for vulnerable populations, and
provide economic opportunity.
Additionally, the legislation codified greenhouse gas
reduction targets of ten percent below 1990 levels by
2020, forty-five percent below 1990 levels by 2035,
and eighty percent below 1990 levels by 2050.
In sum, the recently passed climate change legislation sought to promote an economy and society that
was resilient in the face of a changing climate.
(Source: RIDEM’s report titled: Releafing Rhode Island – The Benefits of Urban Trees, July 2014).

News from the RIDEM – Division of Forest Environment
Urban and Community Forestry - In July 2014,
RIDEM released a report titled “Releafing Rhode –
The Benefits of Urban Trees”. In the report RIDEM
makes the case for the role of tree planting and canopy cover, particularly in urban spaces, as a strategy
that both addresses climate change and provides
economic opportunity.
According to the report, “Strategically planting trees
can be a simple yet powerful solution to a host of
problems. Trees, planted in the right location, can
reduce urban heat and energy costs, sequester carbon dioxide, remove harmful air pollutants, reduce
stormwater runoff, protect watersheds, raise property
values, and more. Providence, Warwick, Newport,
and other Rhode Island communities have already
implemented ambitious tree planting programs”.
Given the context of a changing climate and Rhode
Island’s commitment to climate change adaptation
and mitigation, RIDEM believes it is imperative that
Rhode Island develops a program to increase tree
canopy coverage throughout the state, particularly in
urban spaces. To quote the report, “With a strong
tree-planting program, Rhode Island can create the
resilient economy and society envisioned in the re(Continued on page 18)
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RI SAF sponsored the forestry section of the 2014
RI Envirothon Competition
Chapter members involved included Paul Dolan, Marc
Tremblay, Tom Abbott, Christopher Riely, Chris
Modisette, Will Walker and Rob MacMillan.

(Continued from page 17)

cent climate change legislation. Given the economic
and aesthetic benefits of planting trees, a strong tree
-planting program is an important, and cost-efficient,
component of a revitalized Rhode Island economy.”
For more information on this report, contact Tee Jay
Boudreau, Coordinator for the Urban and Community
Forestry Program, Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management, Division of Forest Environment at 401-222-2445 extension 2059 or by email at
TeeJay.Boudreau@DEM.RI.GOV.
RI Woodland Partnership
Several members of the chapter, including Christopher Riely, Paul Dolan, Bill Buffum, Tom Abbott,
Chris Modisette and Marc Tremblay, have been involved in efforts to organize an emerging “Rhode
Island Woodland Partnership.” The goal of this coalition is to increase the impact of forest conservation
efforts in Rhode Island through coordination and information sharing among partners. In particular, it is
hoped that it will provide a forum for foresters, conservationists, and landowners to work together more
effectively.

NACD Meeting Sponsorship
This year's NACD Northeast Regional Meeting for the
National Association of Conservation Districts was
held from August 24-26th in Newport, RI. The RI
Chapter of SAF was a sponsor of the meeting along
with the Rhode Island Tree Farm Committee and the
Rhode Island Forest Conservators Organization.
Chapter members were involved in a presentation
dealing with small scale forestry issues, a walking tour
of the Marble House mansion and its historic trees,
and a half day field tour including stops at Snake Den
Farm - A 150 acre historic working farm currently
state owned and managed by Northern RI Conservation District, stormwater education projects in North
Scituate Village designed to protect the Scituate Reservoir, and the Joslin Farm owned by Providence Water Supply Board which is the site a 60 acre NRCS
wildlife habitat restoration project.

Upcoming Meetings
In 2014 the partnership convened two open meet•
RI Woodland Partnership, Climate Change Workings that engaged representatives from about 12
ing
Group, October 15th
organizations including government agencies, envi• The 2014 Regional Conservation Partnership
ronmental nonprofits, and the University of RI.
Gathering is scheduled for Thursday, November
At its September forum, the climate working group
13, in Nashua, NH. In just a few years, it has beagreed to continue to work with Ken Payne of the
come one of New England's largest and most
Rhode Island Agricultural Partnership over the comdynamic forest conservation meetings and it is
ing months to develop a strategy for advancing the
well worth attending if you have never been.
cause for RI's forests (both urban and rural) as it relates to climate change policy. The group is consider- • Tree Farm Fall Workshop, October 18th
RIFCO/Tree Farm Annual Meeting, November 8th
ing different approaches, including a possible legislative statute.
Chapter members continue to be involved in a numAccording to Mr. Payne, from now through the first ber of other statewide forestry projects/initiatives to
half of 2015, there is an opportunity to present a per- include representation of the Forest Legacy Commitsuasive case as to why forests should receive more tee, the Forest Stewardship Coordinating Committee,
attention than they are currently receiving. Forestry the RI Coverts project, the State Wildlife Action Plan
(especially activities related to increasing the urban update, the Small Scale Forestry project, NRCS’ State
tree canopy) is a high priority and leaders agree that Technical Committee and Forestry Subcommittee, the
the forest environment is a crucial component of ad- RI Forest Conservators Organization, and the RI Tree
Farm Program.
dressing climate change in Rhode Island.
RIFCO has received a grant to host a "woods forum"
early in 2015 in partnership with the RI Woodland
Partnership and possibly other organizations.
For more information about the partnership contact
Christopher Riely at . Christopher Riely, CF
Forest Supervisor, Providence Water, Tel (401) 5216300 ext. 7313 or criely@provwater.com
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NORTHERN WOODLANDS TURNS
TWENTY!

(a three month timetable of natural events),
KNOTS & BOLTS (brief articles on relevant
forest and forestry topics), WOODLIT
Seventy percent of magazines never make it
(literature review of more lengthy forest subpast their first issue and fifty percent fail in
jects), and Virginia Barlow’s Featured Tree (a
their first year. Not so for Northern Wooddetailed look at a New England tree perhaps
lands as the Summer Issue (2014) marks the growing in your forest) as staples of this
twentieth anniversary of its publication. Some magazine.
of the birthing of this magazine occurred at a
Other factors that have kept Northern WoodNESAF meeting in Sharon, Vermont in the
lands moving forward as the “go to” New Engearly 1990’s where Virginia Barlow and
land forest magazine include an expansion in
Stephen Long discussed the idea of a maga- coverage to include all of New England and
zine on forests. NESAF member Elwin
New York and a corresponding change in
Leysath became the first subscriber at that
magazine title to the present one in 1999.
meeting as well. Originally called Vermont
The creation of the Center for Woodland EduWoodlands, the first issue was 28 pages of
cation (2203), publication of The Outside Story
largely black
in Newspapers
and white
each week, the
copy with a
publication of
few commit“The Place
ted advertisYou Call
ers, and 300
Home”, and
largely Verthe ability to
mont subnow read the
scribers at
magazine
$5.00/issue
electronically
and $18.00/
(2 million artiyear. Eighty
cles read since
issues later
2008) have
there are
also contribmore pages,
uted to the
more color,
present sublots more adscriber base
vertisers, and 13,600 New England/New York and positioned the magazine well in meeting
subscribers at $5.95/issue and $23.00/year.
it’s next goal of 20,000 subscribers.
The substantial change over two decades is
So as Northern Woodlands now moves into
not in style or membership numbers but a
its third decade of publication let’s stop for a
change in focus from a forestry magazine on moment to wish them a HAPPY 20th BIRTHforests to a forest magazine on everything
DAY and celebrate with them the recognition
about forests. Issue one featured articles on
of their accomplishments. They have kept a
“The Look of Logging”, “Logs to Lumber in
your backyard,” log drives, and long term for- magazine about our favorite subject (forests)
est management. The most recent issue has in the news, relevant, and full of a variety of
brief vignettes on spiders, bears, and birds
topics but more importantly created an interand a trio of lengthier articles on forest land
esting base of subscribers that now recognize
use changes over time which certainly shows the v-al- ue of forests- and perhaps foresters.
a mindset change from commodity based forest values to one which identifies multiple for- Submission and photo credit by: Gary Salmon
est values mostly not measured in board feet.
Today’s reader can still find the CALENDAR
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