
highlights of the breadth of 

research on New England 

family forest owners cur-

rently ongoing at the Family 

Forest Research Center at 

UMass (in collaboration with 

the USDA Forest Service) and 

at the University of Maine 

and the implications for the 

long-term conservation and 

management of these areas. 

Family forests, historically 

referred to as non-industrial 

private forests, are the domi-

nant ownership across much 

of New England. These lands 

are owned by hundreds of 

thousands of individuals across 

the region with land owner-

ship objectives as varied as 

seeing these lands as places of 

solitude, nature protection, 

timber production, and land 

investment. Given the multi-

tude of factors affecting an 

individual’s management deci-

sions and actions there is a 

great need to better under-

stand both the characteristics 

of the people who own these 

lands as well as the factors 

that motivate them towards a 

given decision, whether that 

be to develop a management 

plan and harvest timber or 

sell their lands for develop-

ment. This theme provides 
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Congratulations Graduates! 

At the end of the Spring 2015 semester, at a 

department award ceremony and picnic, 

graduating UMass forestry students receive 

their SAF rings. Standing from left to right:  

 

Jonathan Hardy-McCauliff,  

Keith Goulet, Daniel Murray,  

Nicole Pyser, and Eric DeLeo.  

Back row: David Kittredge,  

SAF faculty advisor. 
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Special points of 

interest: 

 A really big table on 

pages 4-5 

 “A one-size-fits-all ap-

proach?” on page 7 

 “Show me the money!” 

on page 9 

 Apply for a new job on 

page 16! 

 A little extra space on 

page 19... 
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Silent Auction Fun and Fund! 

This year’s NESAF meeting silent auction receipts went to 

the NESAF Grant Fund and totaled nearly $2500! One of 

the more unusual items donated was a beautiful wooden 

bowl turned by Roy Burton of Weathersfield, Vermont. 

As it was made of an unusual species, foresters at the 

meeting were invited to guess the species through the 

50/50 raffle. Three people were successful and  
Todd Baldwin was selected as the raffle winner. Not 

only was he very observant (Northern Catalpa was the 

species) but generous as well, by donating his portion of 

the raffle proceeds to the NESAF fund. Thank you Todd! Photo: Maggie Machinist 
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Researchers have studied non-industrial private 

forest [NIPF] owners for decades. They’re of 

course important because they own and make 

decisions about most of the forest east of the 

Mississippi, and especially in New England. Tra-

ditionally, this research has told us that: land-

owners value wildlife, recreation, nature, and 

privacy. Many previous studies suggest that 

NIPF owners are not very interested in har-

vesting or making money from their land. As 

readers of the NESAF News Quarterly know, 

though, NIPF owners do have timber harvested 

from their land! So are decades of research 

wrong, or is there more to the story? 

 
This gap between research results on attitudes 

and actual woodland owner behaviors highlights 

just how complicated owners are. Some would 

say they represent a greater research challenge 

than some of our silvicultural or biometrical 

questions! While matters of regeneration, 

growth, and yield depend on the complexities 

of site, species interactions, disturbance, herbi-

vory, and seed source, behaviors of woodland 

owners could be considered even more com-

plex. In addition to the biophysical features of 

their land (acreage, access, tim-

ber), a tangle of social, eco-

nomic, and psychological factors 

influence landowner behavior, 

and the decisions to manage or 

harvest (see the Social versus 

Biophysical Availability of Wood in 

the Northern United States article 

below). Some might say land-

owner research is unimportant - 

they’ll eventually cut, right? 

They always have. Improving 

our understanding of landowner 

behaviors has two practical ap-

plications: 1. They own most of the land, they make decisions about its 

future, and they often have their land sold, developed, divided into smaller 

pieces, or highgraded – none of which is good for forestry. This means the 

future of our profession is in their hands. And 2. By most measures, our 

profession has done a poor job of effectively reaching private woodland 

owners. Most of them don’t have a management plan 

or consult a forester, and more often than not, make 

reactive decisions based on immediate need or misin-

formation, rather than professional advice and facts. 

An improved understanding of the ways landowners 

make decisions will help us design messages, pro-

grams, and approaches that will have more appeal, 

and more positive effect.  

 
Because of their huge influence on our landscapes, 

our need to understand owners and their decisions 

extends to a variety of subjects. So, in addition to the 

long-standing traditional research questions we often 

explore, new research questions based on current 

issues (e.g., biomass, carbon sequestration, aging land-

owners) and new knowledge and research methods 

(e.g., the role of social networks in decision making) 

make owners a rich, complex, and constantly evolving 

area of study. 

 

The Family Forest Research Center (FFRC) at UMass 

is a joint venture of the USDA Forest Service and the Department of Envi-

ronmental Conservation. FFRC studies woodland owner attitudes and 

behaviors nationwide. In part, studies are based on data from the National 

Woodland Owner Survey (NWOS) led by Dr. Brett Butler, a part of the 

Forest Service’s Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) program. Annually, 

thousands of surveys are sent to owners of land nationwide where FIA 

plots are located, providing an idea of owner attitudes and behaviors 

(more information is here: http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/nwos/, and online access 

to the data is here: http://apps.fs.fed.us/fia/nwos/tablemaker.jsp). FFRC also 

works with partners throughout the northeast and elsewhere in the US on 

specific projects that pertain to private woodland owners. 

(story continues next page) 
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As readers of the 

NESAF News 

Quarterly know, 

though, NIPF 

owners do have 

timber harvested 

from their land!  

So are decades 

of research 

wrong, or is 

there more to 

the story? 

David B. Kittredge, 

Professor and Extension Forester, 

University of Massachusetts 

dbkitt@gmail.com and  

Paul Catanzaro, 

Extension Assistant Professor,  

Family Forest Research Center, 

University of Massachusetts 

cat@umext.umass.edu 

http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/nwos/
http://apps.fs.fed.us/fia/nwos/tablemaker.jsp


The following are a number of studies published by the FFRC and its  

collaborators that highlight recent findings regarding owners: 
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Recently  

completed 
Results 

What do landowners 

think about biomass har-

vesting from their land? 

In a study of over 900 woodland owners in MA, “Results indicate that even at biomass prices that well-exceed cur-

rent market levels, forest owner participation rates are low: at $500/ac for woody biomass, only 17% of respondents 

would participate.”   Markowski-Lindsay, M. M.,  T.  Stevens,  D. B. Kittredge, B. J.  Butler, P. Catanzaro, D. Damery. 2012. 

Woodland Owner Preferences for Biomass Harvesting in Massachusetts. Forest Policy and Economics. 14:  127–135 

 

 

How likely are landown-

ers to sell carbon offsets 

or credits? 

Based on a survey of over 900 MA respondents, “under a carbon scenario similar to the current voluntary scheme, 

very few of these landowners would be interested in participating. Supply analysis indicates these landowners are 

more influenced to participate by factors other than price. Regression analysis results suggest that survey respondents 

are concerned about early withdrawal penalties, additionality requirements, and contract length. Forest owner har-

vesting plans, opinions about forest usage, and beliefs about climate change all play a significant role in the decision to 

participate. The study suggests that policy makers should consider the reasons behind these low participation rates, 

because private forest owners could play a pivotal role in the carbon sequestration potential of forests.”    Markowski-

Lindsay, M. M.,  T.  Stevens,  D. B. Kittredge, B. J.  Butler, P. Catanzaro. 2011. Barriers to Massachusetts Forest Landowner 

Participation in Carbon Markets. Ecological Economics. 71:  180–190  

To what extent do land-

owners rely on informal 

connections between 

people (i.e., social net-

works) as sources of in-

formation for decision 
making about their land? 

Informal connections have proven important sources of information and support- “these networks can be composed 

of professionals, peer landowners, neighbors, relatives, friends, and others, and are related to making decisions to 

either sell timber or place an easement on family forest land. We estimated that informal networks of 7–10 people 

may in some way be related to an owner’s land and a subset of 1 or 2 are influential in a timber sale or easement 

decision. The size of the network may not be related to decision satisfaction. Peer landowners, local people from the 

community, and professionals play important roles in decision-making.” 
Kittredge, D.B., M.G. Rickenbach, T. Knoot, E. Snellings, A. Erazo. 2013. It's the network: How personal connections shape 

decisions about private forest use. Northern Journal of Applied Forestry 30 (2): 67-74. 

How aware or knowl-

edgeable are landowners 

of their options when it 

comes to conservation 

activities like harvesting, 

current-use, easements, 
and estate planning? 

Landowners are relatively unaware of their options, and “Conservation awareness differed significantly by town, im-

plying hotspots and troughs of awareness, potentially leading to significant geographical variation in landowner deci-

sion-making and long-term conservation futures. We were surprised to find that conservation awareness did not 

necessarily diminish in more suburbanized environments of our study area. Higher conservation awareness was re-

lated to enhanced conservation social capital at the town level as well as relative affluence. We suggest that low con-

servation awareness could represent a precursor to or symptom of eventual land use change and hence loss of habi-

tat. As a result, conservation efforts should focus not only on biophysical aspects such as habitat connectivity and 

rarity, but also on the conservation awareness of owners of private land.”   Kittredge, D.B., A. G. Short Gianotti, L. R. 

Hutyra, D.R. Foster, and J.M. Getson. 2015.  Landowner conservation awareness across rural-to-urban gradients in Massachu-

setts. Biological Conservation 184: 79-89. 

 

How effective is the For-

est Stewardship Program 

(FSP) at motivating con-

servation behavior 

among owners? 

“We found the FSP reaches a small fraction of eligible landowners; states use FSP funds to address local private for-

estland issues; landowners obtaining assistance commonly associated with the FSP (e.g., management plans) differ 

from others in sociodemographics, ownership objectives, and land management actions but not in terms of intent to 

sell/subdivide forestland; and traditional FSP activities are not influencing inactive family forest owners to become 

active managers. We believe current practices (e.g., state-level flexibility) help the FSP reach its goals, alternative assis-

tance-related efforts may increase the reach of the FSP and support strategic goals, and data collection improvements 

may enrich future FSP evaluations.”  Butler, B.J., M. Markowski-Lindsay, S.A. Snyder, P. Catanzaro, D.B. Kittredge, K. An-

drejczyk, B. Dickinson, D. Eryilmaz, J. Hewes, P. Randler, D. Tadle, and M. Kilgore. 2014. Effectiveness of Landowner Assis-

tance Activities:  An Examination of the USDA Forest Service's Forest Stewardship Program. Journal of Forestry 112(2): 187-

197. 
And: 

 
“assisted and unassisted landowners are different with respect to several characteristics of the owners and the forest-

land they own, land management practices undertaken, and reasons for forest landownership. For example, assisted 

landowners are more likely to harvest timber and improve wildlife habitat than the unassisted owners. Yet no distinc-

tions are found between assisted and unassisted landowners with respect to their plans to either subdivide or sell 

their land. In many cases, the differences between assisted and unassisted landowners are not related to the type of 

assistance the landowner received.”  Kilgore, M.A., S. Snyder, D. Eryilmaz, M. Markowski-Lindsay, B. Butler, D. B. Kittredge,  

P. Catanzaro, J. Hewes, K. Andrejczyk. 2015. Assessing the relationship between different forms of landowner assistance and 

Family Forest Owner Behaviors and Intentions. Journal of Forestry 113(1): 12-19. 



Page 5 Volume 76, Issue 3 

FFRC is not the only group investigating private woodland owner attitudes and behaviors, and the results and studies cited in the 

table represent merely a sample of the kinds of research being undertaken by peers and colleagues throughout the region and 

the US. The FFRC maintains an online searchable database of family forest research literature that anyone can access using key-

words, author names, title, or year (see: http://www.familyforestresearchcenter.org/publications/search.html ). Importantly, we 

believe programs and policies designed to appeal to private woodland owners can be improved and made much more effective 

by incorporating contemporary research results and implications. The future of the wooded New England landscape is too im-

portant to leave to status quo programs that have limited appeal and effectiveness. 

 

 

How effective are state 

current-use property tax 

programs at conserving 

family forests? 

“Our analysis revealed three fundamental disconnects: (1) Program attributes that were previously considered to be 

important for preferential property tax programs to be effective in retaining forest land and fostering management did 

not consistently correlate with program effectiveness as viewed by the administrators of these programs; (2) These 

program attributes did not consistently correlate with actual program effectiveness as measured at the state level by 

forest trend indicators used in this study (i.e., change in private forest land cover, change in average size of private for-

est holdings, extent to which private forest land is being actively managed); and (3) The self-assessed program effective-

ness did not consistently correlate with actual program effectiveness, either. The various ways in which the effectiveness 

of preferential property tax programs is defined and measured contribute to explaining these disconnects.” 
  
Ma, Z.,  B.J. Butler, P.F. Catanzaro, J.L. Greene, J.H. Hewes, M.A. Kilgore, D.B. Kittredge, M. Tyrrell. 2014. The effectiveness of 

state preferential property tax programs in conserving forests: Comparisons, measurements, and challenges. Land Use Policy 36: 

492-499. 

 

 

How effective are alter-

native peer-learning mod-

els for reaching private 

woodland owners? 

“peer learning did not only appeal to landowners with forestry background, but also succeeded in attracting inexperi-

enced landowners. Participants rated their peer-to-peer experience positively. The retention of information obtained 

through the program was reflected by participants’ ability to correctly identify foresters, land trust organizations, and 

reasonable sources of forestry or land management advice. Participants also shared a strong willingness to spread infor-

mation obtained through peer learning. This study contributes to the identification of potential barriers to and opportu-

nities for peer learning, informs forestry extension efforts in the US and beyond, and highlights the importance of inte-

grating peer learning into the broader forestry education, technical assistance, and financial incentive programs to in-

crease participation and promote sustainable forest management and conservation.” 
  
Ma, Z. D.B. Kittredge, and P. Catanzaro. 2012. Challenging the traditional forestry extension model: insights from the Woods 

Forum program in Massachusetts. Small Scale Forestry 11:87-100. 

 

How do owners make 

decisions about the future 

of their land and how can 

we help? 

The average age of owners is over 60.  In the coming years, their decisions about what to do with their land after they 

are gone are one of the biggest drivers of landscape change. Our preliminary work to learn more about these important 

decisions suggests women and multiple generations of a family likely play an important role in the future of the land. 

Cost and family‐related issues were most frequently cited as barriers to conservation planning. Because respondents 

were at various stages of the process, outreach interventions should be flexible and able to assist landowners wherever 

they are in the planning process. 
  
Catanzaro, P., M. Markowski-Lindsay, A. Milman, D. Kittredge. 2014. Assisting Family Forest Owners with Conservation-Based 

Estate Planning: A Preliminary Analysis.  Journal of Extension 52(2) #2FEA9.  

 

 

Do social or biophysical 

constraints limit wood 

availability more? 

The availability of wood, be it harvested for sawlogs, pulpwood, biomass, or other products, is constrained by social and 

biophysical factors. To estimate availability, this study took total wood resources and then applied constraints related to 

slope, drainage, site productivity, tree size, size of forest holdings, distance to roads, 
harvesting restrictions, population pressures, and ownership attitudes. These constraints reduce wood availability signifi-

cantly, by nearly two-thirds according to our calculations. The vast majority of this reduction is due to social factors, in 

particular owner attitudes. The greatest state-level reductions in wood availability are in Connecticut, Delaware, Mary-

land, New Jersey, and Rhode Island, all of which have estimated reductions of more than 75%. 
  
Butler, B.J., Z. Ma, D.B. Kittredge, and P. Catanzaro. 2010. Social versus Biophysical Availability of Wood in the Northern United 

States. Northern Journal of Applied Forestry 27(4): 151-159. 

 

Current, ongoing projects include: Private woodland owner attitudes towards climate change, Generational and gender differences between land-

owners, To what extent is a landowner’s decision to harvest influenced by stumpage price? What is the extent to which private owners have included their 

land in estate planning, and what barriers or keys to success might exist to ensure more land is not lost to conversion as it passes from generation to gen-

eration? 

http://www.familyforestresearchcenter.org/publications/search.html
http://www.joe.org/joe/2014april/pdf/JOE_v52_2a9.pdf
http://www.joe.org/joe/2014april/pdf/JOE_v52_2a9.pdf
http://www.familyforestresearchcenter.org/images/publications/Social_vs_Biophysical_Availability_of_Wood.pdf
http://www.familyforestresearchcenter.org/images/publications/Social_vs_Biophysical_Availability_of_Wood.pdf


Family forest owners (FFOs) make deci-

sions about a third of Maine’s forested 

land, which could significantly impact 

these important ecosystems. In contrast 

to corporate or industrial private forest 

owners, these individuals and families 

have a wide range of ownership objec-

tives, many of which do not involve 

active management or timber harvest-

ing. Despite decades of research, there 

is still incongruence between the stated 

land management intentions of FFOs 

and their actual behaviors. We sought 

to better understand the decision-

making environment of FFOs, particu-

larly to understand landowner forest 

values and willingness to harvest their 

land for biomass/bioenergy markets in 

Maine and to investigate a new theory 

of psychological distance to explain the 

incongruence between stated intentions 

and behaviors. To accomplish these 

goals, we interviewed 32 FFOs in Maine 

that owned between 25 and 2000 acres 

of woodland.  

The biomass industry in 

Maine is viewed as one 

possible approach to re-

invigorate and grow the 

existing timber industry. 

The bioenergy industry has 

existed since the 1980s, 

however it represents a 

small proportion of har-

vested volume particularly 

compared to the pulp and 

paper market. Fifty-four 

percent of Maine timber is 

used as pulpwood while 

only 16% is chipped for 

bioenergy and 2% con-

verted to pellets or left as 

firewood for energy. Many 

logging operations in Maine 

have experience with bio-

mass harvesting, but are hampered by a lack of coordination with landowners 

and biomass consuming facilities. We found that FFOs were willing to supply 

timber for biomass, and most regarded timber harvests as a decision from a hu-

man resource use perspective rather than for ecosystem health. Despite the 

majority of FFOs expressing a willingness to harvest for bioenergy markets, 

many had concerns including nutrient removal, economic efficiency, and impact 

on statewide harvesting levels. Additionally, definitions of biomass harvesting 

were variable and knowledge 

of bioenergy processes and 

biomass harvesting was gener-

ally low. More information on 

the biomass harvesting option 

is desired by Maine FFOs, and 

will be welcome in many for-

mats such as newsletters, list 

serves, and through the Small 

Woodland Owners Associa-

tion of Maine. These results 

also help provide insight to 

available timber supply for the 

bioenergy industry in Maine. 

Regardless of the specific mar-

ket for timber products, many FFOs that say they will harvest timber do not 

actually initiate a harvest, while some that say they will never harvest end up 

harvesting. Psychological distance is a promising new theory to explain why this 

happens. The theory describes the mental distance between an activity (timber 

harvesting) and the every day thoughts and actions of an individual. The psycho-

logical distance of timber harvesting can be measured across four dimensions: 

temporal, spatial, social, and hypothetical. Temporal distance relates to the time 

between thinking about and doing a particular activity. Spatial distance relates to 

the physical proximity an individual has with the object or activity in question. 

Social distance relates to the relationship between the activity and 

one’s relationships to other people and hypothetical distance re-

lates to an individual’s knowledge or uncertainty about an activity. 

All dimensions of psychological distance are measured on a spec-

trum from high distance (the conceptualization of the activity is 

very abstract and distant) to low distance (the concept is very 

concrete, detailed, and close). For timber harvesting, psychological 

distance manifested in the frequency with which FFOs thought 

about land management, their physical proximity to their land, the 

place forest management had within their relationship to other 

people, and their general knowledge of forestry.  

 
Many FFOs only thought about timber harvesting when a harvest 

came around every 5 – 10 years or on a seasonal basis. However, 

the landowners who thought about their land daily and for whom 

timber harvesting was an important land ownership objective had 

several things in common. First, they tended to co-own the land, 

had relationships with their neighbors, lived on their land, and 

sought out knowledge about harvesting practices. Second, many of 

them participated in woodland owners organizations and had 

regular contact with foresters. Although many FFOs in this sample 

had a management plan, the reliance on the plan for all timber 

harvesting information appeared to manifest in landowners with 

New insights on timber harvesting behavior of Maine family forest owners  

Regardless of the 

specific market for 

timber products, 

many FFOs that say 

they will harvest 

timber do not actually 

initiate a harvest, 

while some that say 

they will never 

harvest end up 

harvesting.  
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high psychological distance; the existence 

of the document meant landowners did-

n’t have to keep track of harvesting or 

think about it as frequently, much like 

writing down a reminder means it can be 

dismissed from the memory. 

 
Psychological distance has the potential 

to shift the forestry paradigm away from 

the status quo of targeting landowners to 

‘sell’ forest management and timber har-

vesting to a paradigm where forest pro-

fessionals understand and accept psycho-

logical distance and use the different di-

mensions to strengthen the support and 

assistance available to private landown-

ers. For a landowner who perceives a 

particular management option at a very 

abstract level, it may not be the right 

time to offer services, however, general 

discussions of management may be a wel-

come way to initiate engagement with 

the land. Forest professionals have the 

tools to decrease temporal, social, and 

hypothetical distance for private wood-

land owners, but first must think of for-

est landowner engagement as an iterative 

process of working within the existing 

psychological distance context for the 

landowner. This research suggests forest 

professionals should meet private wood-

land owners where they are in abstrac-

tion and construal of timber harvesting; 

there is no one-size-fits-all approach. 

Efforts could be refocused on moving the 

individual from a place of abstraction to 

an appreciation of which timber-

harvesting details might be important to 

them. 

 
Overall, these new research insights can 

be incorporated into better outreach 

programming for FFOs at the state and 

federal level, and used to guide resource 

allocation for better interactive manage-

ment of the nation’s private forests. For 

bioenergy production to source materials 

from family-owned land, a more collabo-

rative, transparent, and value-driven ap-

proach to engaging FFOs is needed. In 

particular, the theory of psychological 

distance provides a promising new para-

digm for understanding the FFO decision-

making environment, and will be further 

explored using existing data such as the 

National Woodland Owner Survey.  
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NEWS QUARTERLY Publication Calendar  

Issue Submission 

Deadline 

Publication 

Date 

January 

April 
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December 22 

March 22 

May 22 
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January 15 

April 15 

June 15 

October 15 



Knots in wood, formed from branch scars, are one of the primary defects that lower the grade of logs and their potential 

value (in terms of the boards or veneer they could derive). Pruning of conifers is frequently done to produce high value logs. 

Hardwood pruning is less commonly practiced but can result in improved log grades. To increase the chance of developing 

trees with high quality logs, it can best achieved by pruning trees while they are still small. 

 

Working on this premise, I 

pruned several individuals 

to see how they would 

respond. Many saplings in 

the area were heavily 

browsed and had devel-

oped multiple leaders and 

crooks; I selected the best 

I found. Following two 

seasons of growth, the 

outcome looks promising: 

no evidence of epicormic 

branching, pruning scars 

are sealing, and where a 

single leader was present 

it seems to be maintain-

ing dominance.  

 

The pruned trees could 

potentially yield high grade 

butt logs when they reach harvest size. The individuals in Figure 1 were pruned to 6 feet and took less than 5 minutes. As 

they grow further in height they should be pruned to 12 feet or greater with a pole saw. This practice can help make the 

most of the available regeneration. The trees in Figure 2, demonstrate selecting the best individual from a stump sprout, 

showing before and after treatment. 

 

Woodlot owners or the foresters working with them can 

conduct or recommend pruning of branches to maintain a 

high quality grade in the lower stem of a tree, particularly 

the butt log. Pruning of small saplings is a practice wood-

land owners and their children can do on their woodlot. 

They could watch them grow and develop into high qual-

ity trees. During the years of growth the trees will be 

aesthetic, protect a watershed, benefit wildlife, and pro-

vide numerous other environmental benefits. 

 

How many trees should one consider pruning per acre in 

a stand? Following a regeneration practice many saplings 

are evident, and there are choices to make. Walk 

through the treatment area and select the most promis-

ing trees. If you consider spacing at about 30 ft apart you 

may identify about 50 trees per acre. These become the 

prime trees, others in the stand will yield useable wood 

of varying grades and qualities. Appropriate thinnings 

over time, to remove the lower quality trees will benefit 

the prime trees. The practices and ideas shared herein 

can be extended to many species, both hardwoods and 

softwoods. 

Pruning small red oak saplings to improve potential for yielding high quality logs 
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NESAF Member contribution from Peter Hannah Bristol, ME phannah@tidewater.net 

Figure 1: showing before (left), immediately following (center),  

and two seasons post-pruning (right) 

Figure 2: showing before (left), and following (right) treatment 

to select the best individual stem in a clump 



When we wished it wouldn’t snow any more, 

it stopped and stayed cold. Then we experi-

enced a late bud break followed by fire season, 

now drought… another typical unpredictable 

New England year. 

 
We had a great winter meeting in Vermont, 

congratulations once again to all our award 

recipients. Thanks to the Green Mountain Di-

vision, Charlie Hancock and company did a 

fabulous job. There were an excess of 300 

participants throughout the conference, with 

46 students. It seemed to have worked with 

the Executive Board reducing the registration 

fee for the students. Over $16,400 from the 

proceeds will be split between Green Moun-

tain SAF and NESAF, and proceeds from the 

auctions went to the NESAF grants funds, 

amounting to $2,405.  

 
The face of the Newsletter is changing from 

Scott and Maggie Machinist to  
J.P. Barsky from Connecticut. A Thousand 

Thanks to Team Machinist for their 

many years of bringing the New England 

SAF news to us all! (and somewhere in the 

middle of that had a family) Another change 

will be Wendy Weisiger will become our 

new Website Administrator replacing Deb-

orah Boyer who had worked diligently for 

many years on the website, and has done a 

fantastic job. 

 

 

 

Now you probably are disappointed that you hadn’t spoken sooner and 

missed out on those great jobs. However there is more! This year, like all 

others, we will have an election and there will be many opportunities such 

as: Chair-elect, Secretary, Treasurer, and state representatives from Connecticut, 

New Hampshire and Rhode Island. We are also still looking for a Policy chair. 

Any of these can be in your clutches if before August 1st; you send contact 

information to Rob MacMillian at 

macmillian@provwater.com to be considered a candidate. 

 
At the winter meeting there was discussion on the funds ($25,000 that was 

profit form the National SAF meeting held in Portland in 1995) The interest 

from the principal from these funds has been funding the NESAF Grants 

Program which has been used to: educate NESAF’s many publics about pro-

fessional forestry, and to advance the role of the profession in society by 

promoting the role of foresters in forest resource management. A series of 

proposals on the future of the principal are being developed by David Kit-

tredge and Charlie Levesque. We would like to have these proposals 

put on this year’s election ballot, so any suggestions please contact Dave or 

Charlie as soon as possible. 

 

The next NESAF meeting will be in Southern New England with the loca-

tion is being finalized. Adam Moore will be serving as General Chair and 

Jeffrey Ward will be the Program Chair. Jeff has a message for all past 

participants at NESAF meetings: Have you ever gone to the New England 

SAF annual meetings and thought “If they only would put XXX or YYY on the 

program?” As program chair for the 2016 NESAF meeting that will be 

hosted by the Yankee Division, I cordially extend an invitation to you to 

volunteer to put together and moderate a session. Our theme for next year 

is “Leadership and Innovation”. Your commitment is minimal – come 

up with a title for a 90 minute session, get approval by the 2016 Winter 

Meeting Committee, line up three speakers and titles for their talks, and 

finally introduce speakers at your sessions. There is a wealth of knowledge 

and contacts within NESAF and we hope you can help us put on another 

outstanding winter meeting. So if you please, contact Jeff at  

Jeffrey.ward@ct.gov or Adam at moorefamilymv@gmail.com  

http://eforester.org/about/elections.cfm. Please note that a petition with 

signatures is no longer required.  

Please return the forms to Patricia Adedavoh at the National office as soon 

as possible, as the deadline has just recently passed. 

We will have one candidate (from New England) 

to run for my Board of Director position 

this Fall. Please consider nominating someone 

who you feel who fit this position. 

The National election forms for Board of Di-

rectors candidates are attached on pages16-17 

of this issue. The forms, which were updated 

this year, are also on the website at  

Chair’s Column ~ Paul Dolan 

SAF Board of Directors Column ~ Andrew Hayes 
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Restructuring the Department of  

Agriculture, Conservation & Forestry 
In the April issue of the News Quarterly, it was 

indicated that the LePage Administration is 

considering restructuring the Department of 

Agriculture, Conservation & Forestry. Specifi-

cally, the number and duties of rangers with 

the Maine Forest Service, the disbandment of 

the Bureau of Public Lands and increasing har-

vest volumes on state owned forestlands, have 

been proposed. As time approaches for publi-

cation of this issue of the News Quarterly, the 

Maine Legislature is reviewing the proposed 

changes and is expected to vote on these is-

sues before the end of the legislative session. 

Depending upon the outcome of the proposed 

changes, MESAF members should remain at-

tentive to these issues, to be certain that the 

course taken effectively protects and utilizes 

the state’s natural and human resources. 

 

Lands for Maine’s Future 
In April, Governor LePage refused to release 

$11.5 million in bonds for the purchase of 

lands through Lands for Maine’s Future pro-

gram, as leverage to require the Legislature to 

increase the harvest of timber on forestlands 

managed by the Bureau of Public Lands. The 

Governor’s action has caused division within 

the Republican Party, detracted from bipartisan 

efforts within the Legislature and delayed ac-

tion on other needed legislative matters. 
To address this issue, legislation has been in-

troduced to require that bonds approved by 

Maine’s electorate be issued in a timely man-

ner, baring extenuating circumstances. MESAF 

members are encouraged to contact their Leg-

islators to voice their views about this matter 

and other issues confronted by our elected 

officials which impact the proper management 

and conservation of Maine’s forestlands. 

 

Forestry Guide 
The Maine Forest Service has published a prac-

tical guide to forestry rules and regulations 

titled, “The Forestry Rules of Maine – 2014”. The 

publication gives information about different 

aspects of forestry, forest management, rules 

and regulations, etc. that address the needs of 

professional foresters, landowners and mem-

bers of the public. A copy of the publication is 

available from the Maine Forest Service or can 

be downloaded from the MFS website at 

www.maineforestservice.org  

 

Maine Division News ~Anthony Filauro 
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Lyme Disease 
With the return of warmer weather, individuals should take precautions 

against the contraction of tick borne diseases. Lyme Disease receives the 

most notoriety with almost 1400 cases reported in Maine in 2014; how-

ever ticks can transmit other diseases that are equally serious. Field 

workers are encouraged to: 1. use caution in tick infested areas; 2. wear 

protective clothing; 3. use an EPA approved repellant, and 4. perform 

daily tick checks after any outdoor activity. 

 
Additional information about Lyme disease and other tick borne diseases 

is available at: 

 

Maine Center for Disease Control at http://www.maine.gov/lyme  

Maine Tracking Network at http://www.maine.gov/idepi  

(click on epidemiology Information), and 

University of Maine Cooperative Extension at  

http://extension.umaine.edu/ipm/tickid/ 

 

Tree Restoration 
Efforts continue to restore the American elm and the American chestnut 

to the New England area. The Nature Conservancy oversees efforts to 

genetically improve American elm to resist Dutch elm disease. The 

American Chestnut Foundation focuses on programs to improve Ameri-

can chestnut to resist chestnut blight. Both organizations have made sig-

nificant gains and have outplanted improved stock of both species. Addi-

tional information about this work is available from The Nature Conser-

vancy at www.nature.org or the American Chestnut Foundation at 

www.acf.org 

 

Additional Summer Field Tours 
On July 10, 2015 a field tour will be offered in the Grand Lake Stream & 

Brookton areas that will focus on hemlock management. Ground trans-

portation for the tour will originate from Nutting Hall at the University of 

Maine; however additional pickup points will be provided at locations 

between Orono and the Downeast area. Inquiries about the tour can be 

addressed to Bob Cousins at BCousins@wagnerforest.com Additional 

information can also be found at the MESAF website. 

 
On September 23, 2015 a field tour will be offered in the Solon area 

that will focus on management of northern white cedar. Findings will be 

presented on this tour that advances upon information presented on a 

previous tour held in 2013 in the Ashland area. Presenters on the 2015 

field tour will be: Dr. Laura Kenefic, USFS; Nathan Wesely, U. of 

Maine; Dr. Jean-Claude Ruel, Laval University; Dr. Catherine La-

rouche, Quebec Ministry of Forests, Wildlife & Parks; Dr. Jean-Martin 

Lussier, Canadian Forest Service, and Charles Tardif, Maibec Inc. In-

formation about the tour and registration materials are available at the 

MESAF website www.mesaf.org  
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Connecticut Envirothon  
submitted by CTSAF chair elect Jeremy Clark & 

secretary/treasurer Nancy Marek 

 

On Thursday, May 21, 2015 five members of 

the CT SAF assisted in administering the For-

estry portion of the Connecticut Envirothon 

Competition, along with a wide variety of envi-

ronmental professionals from the State.  

The Connecticut Envirothon was developed in 

1992 by the state’s Soil and Water Conserva-

tion Districts as a natural resource based edu-

cation program. It promotes environmental 

awareness, knowledge, and active personal 

stewardship among Connecticut high school 

students through education and team competi-

tion. Study areas include Soils, Aquatics, Wild-

life, Forestry and a Current Environmental 

Issue which changes annually to reflect real life 

issues facing environmental professionals. 

The 2015 current issue topic focused on urban 

and community forestry where teams devel-

oped an Urban Forest Management Plan for a 

property within their community. Each team 

presented their management plan before a 

panel of experts as part of the field competi-

tion activities. 

The Forestry exam was developed and led by 

Connecticut Foresters Nancy Marek from 

UConn Extension, Carol Youell from the 

Metropolitan District Commission, and Claire 

Foster of DEEP, with assistance from An-

drew Hubbard of the Metropolitan District 

Commission, Jeremy Clark, a consulting for-

ester, and Christopher Donnelly of DEEP. 

CT SAF supports the CT Envirothon through 

small donations and volunteering for work-

shops and exam administration.  

The Envirothon provides an excellent opportu-

nity to share our profession with young, bright, 

enthusiastic students and we welcome addi-

tional foresters. More information on the Con-

necticut Envirothon can be found on their 

website, www.CTEnvirothon.org 

CT DEEP Conducts Prescribed Burn - from CT DEEP  
DEEP Forestry successfully implemented a prescribed fire on the summit 

of Mohawk Mountain in Cornwall on April 29, 2015. This popular over-

look in Mohawk State Forest requires continuous vegetation management 

to maintain the vista on two sides of the mountain. David Irvin, the 

State Lands Forester for Mohawk, authored a burn plan for the project. 

Two sites, one 

on the north 

slope and one 

on the south 

slope of the 

summit, were 

burned, totaling 

three acres.  

 
18 DEEP staff 

assisted in the 

burn. The 

mountain was closed to public access on all trails and roads during the 

day of the burn. DEEP posted a safety “lookout” for the burns in a fire 

tower overlooking both sites. The last functioning fire tower actively 

used in the State of Connecticut is on the summit of Mohawk Mountain 

(discontinued in the mid-1980s). 

 
David Irvin was a Burn Boss Trainee for the operation, under Emery 

Gluck (Forestry Division), who has years of experience leading con-

trolled burns in Connecticut. The burn was also an exercise in public 

outreach with the community. The mountain summit is visible for miles 

around in a number of towns, so it was important to plan a program of 

outreach to get the word out in advance of the operation.  

 

Plant Science Day - The Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station  
This year marks the 105th annual Plant Science Day, and it is scheduled 

for Wednesday August 5, 2015. Plant Science Day usually attracts about 

800 to 1,000 attendees and gives the public an opportunity to discuss 

current research topics with Station scientists, explore the research farm 

and listen to informative talks. The goals are to promote agriculture and 

forestry, protect the environment, ensure safe foods, and to develop 

closer relationships with organizations.  

 
Station scientists will present short talks on internal decay in trees and its 

role in the carbon cycle, microbiology in climate models, and tracking 

ticks and tick-associated diseases in Connecticut. As always, the knowl-

edgeable Station staff will be available to answer any questions our visi-

tors may have.  

 
Outside entities, such as not-for-profit organizations, are cordially invited 

to set up an exhibit on a table for this annual event at the research facility 

(Lockwood Farm) in Hamden. If your organization is interested in partici-

pating in this year’s Plant Science Day, please connect with Peter Thiel at 

peter.thiel@ct.gov by June 25, 2015. Space is limited, so reply quickly.  

 

Connecticut Chapter News ~ Mel Harder 
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Massachusetts Chapter News ~ William Hill 

Mohawk Trail Woodlands Partnership  

The Mohawk Trail Woodlands Partnership region includes 20 towns, plus 

eight adjacent towns added because they are habitat priority areas for at-

risk species, 394,000 acres of forest (84 percent forested), 34,000 acres in 

over 300 upland and valley farms that are mostly forested, nearly 60 per-

cent or 272,000 acres of the region are mapped as priority areas in the 

State Wildlife Action Plan. About 24 percent of the region is conserved 

with 12,000 acres of agricultural easements and 90,000 acres of protected 

forests 

The project will provide a number of environmental and community bene-

fits, including: 

 Create and enhance forest habitat for at-risk species, the primary 

natural resource concern. 

 Restore degraded plant condition by landscape-scale invasive plant 

treatments. 

 Improve inefficient energy use by utilizing low quality forest products 

to heat local public and residential buildings. 

 Increase the carbon sequestration of the region and reduce carbon 

emissions by retaining land in long-term forest use, reducing consump-

tion of imported non-renewable fossil fuels, and encouraging private 

forest landowners to apply regional woody material retention guide-

lines during harvesting operations. 

Other agencies and organizations that will help in engaging landowners to 

conserve working woodlands and integrate sustainable forestry and energy 

practices include the Mass. Forest Alliance, Mass. Woodlands Institute, 

Mass Audubon, Mass. Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Af-

fairs, Mass. Div. of Fisheries and Wildlife, Mass. Dept. of Energy, Franklin 

Land Trust, Mount Holyoke College, Franklin Regional Council of Govern 

ents and the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission. 

Meeting Announcement 

 
Please join us for a field walk in the Monta-

gue Plains, followed by dinner with Matt 

Menashes, CEO of SAF, at the Montague 

Book Mill.  

 
Forester and Habitat Biologist Brian Haw-

thorne will lead a tour for foresters of por-

tions of 361 acres of harvests (including com-

pleted harvests in 2014-2015) in the Montague 

Plains Wildlife Management Area. This event is 

appropriate for private and public licensed 

foresters who have an interest in exploring 

even-age silvicultural approaches to managing 

disturbance-dependent priority natural com-

munities and the rare species that depend on 

them.  

 
Take Turners Falls Road in Montague, MA to 

the west end of Bartlett Road (not a thru road), 

and follow Bartlett Rd through the gate to the 

landing. 

 

Date: June 18, 2015, from 4-6PM 
Title: Using silviculture for rare species conser-

vation in pitch pine-oak communities 
Where: Montague Plains WMA, Bartlett Road, 

Montague, MA 

 
Followed by dinner, discussion, and 

meeting at the Montague Book Mill. 

 

Please RSVP to: 

Christina Petersen, Chair MA SAF 

Christina.petersen@comcast.net 
 

* Mr. Menashes is completing his first year as 

CEO. He comes to SAF from the Association of 

Fish and Wildlife Agencies (AFWA) in Washington, 

DC, where he served as Director of Operations 

from 2010 to 2014. Before AFWA, Mr. Menashes 

served as Executive Director of the National Estua-

rine Research Reserve Association and President 

and Chief Executive Officer of the Paddlesports 

Industry Association. 
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Black Fly Still Popular 
It was standing room only for 150 natural re-

source professionals at the 17th Annual Black 

Fly Breakfast, held the morning of April 28 at 

Pat’s Peak Ski Area in Henniker. Karen Ben-

nett, UNH Cooperative Extension (UNHCE) 

Forestry Specialist, went around the room 

asking for updates on NH forestry happenings. 

SPNHF President Jane Difley reported that 

they had harvested 1.1 million board feet of 

timber from their properties in 2014. Ken 

LaValley, the new Dean & Director of UN-

HCE, thanked the crowd for their close ties 

and support of UNH. Charles Levesque, of 

Innovative Natural Resource Solutions, spoke 

about WWW.NHwoodenergycouncil.org. 

information. 

 
Sarah Smith, UNHCE. Forest Industry Spe-

cialist, got updates from the industry folks in 

the crowd. On the hardwood lumber side, 

David Buxton, President of New England 

Forest Products, John Caveney of Cersosimo 

Lumber and Ross D’Elia of HHP all were con-

cerned about a sudden softening of Chinese 

demand for our lumber, as well as the increase 

in electricity costs and the cost of commercial 

insurance on their mills. On the white pine 

lumber side, Ed Witt of Madison Lumber and 

Dan Nickerson of DiPrizio Lumber found the 

domestic market adequate. Steve Patten of 

the NHTOA reported that demand for timber 

mats (to cross sensitive sites) has slowed with 

the decrease of oil and gas exploration in the 

northeast, but that there is strong demand for 

RR ties. Bob Berti of FORECO reported 

strong demand for biomass chips, but worried 

that there may be a correction. Sarah showed 

the new video “NH Wood, NH Good” avail-

able at www.extension.unh.edu/Business/

Forest-Based-Business and honored with an 

award 3 of the featured business, Ron Kle-

marczyk of FORECO, Jeff Eames of Fort 

Mountain Companies and Rich Roy, chip pro-

curement manager for the Schiller power plant 

in Portsmouth. 

 
NH State Forester Brad Simpkins reported 

that spruce budworm in Canada is heading our 

way, Emerald Ash Borer is in 10 NH towns, 

the cold winter produced 99% mortality of 

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid, Southern Pine Bee-

tle is moving north, having been found in CT, 

Red Pine Scale sanitation clear cuts were made 

in Bear brook State Park and the Urban For-

estry Center in Ports-

mouth. The Northern 

Long Eared Bat was 

listed as “threatened” 

rather than 

“endangered” by the 

US Fish & Wildlife Ser-

vice, with 4(d) exclu-

sions beginning May 4 

limiting tree cutting 

within ¼ mile of a win-

ter hibernaculum as 

well as summer roost 

trees during June & 

July.. If the 4(d) exclu-

sions are followed, 

inadvertent take of a 

bat doesn’t violate the 

law. 

The main part of the meeting were updates on new techniques and tech-

nology. Donn Downey of Forest Metrix, spoke about tablets and smart 

phones for foresters. Operating on Android and Apple systems, they can 

collect forest inventory data, GPS maps and photos. Inexpensive and ade-

quately accurate navigation apps are available. There are desk top GIS 

alternatives to “ARCMAP.” Jeff Smith, of Butternut Hollow Forestry, 

likes his I-pad and I-phone for data collection and his Garmin GPS for 

mapping. Jeff Eames reported on the instant communication provided 

by sensors on new equipment, back to his phone or office computer on 

machine operating conditions and needed service reminders. Charlie 

Levesque updated us on the North East State Foresters Association, 

www.nefainfo.org, development of a new app called “About My Woods” 

for family forest owners. They are working on a pro version for forest-

ers. Josh McGraw of the UNH Thompson School reported that he 

found forest inventory data entry was easier on his tablet once he at-

tached a hand strap. He can also photograph each tree tallied and map it 

on GPS. Brendan Prusik, UNHCE Forester in Coos County and wildlife 

authority John Lanier are developing an app combining soils mapping, tree 

descriptions and wildlife to easily provide information on wildlife habitat 

characteristics. Bill Kunelius, forester with Fort Mountain Companies 

likes ARCMAP to share maps with loggers, owners and regulators. 

Shane Bradt, UNHCE Specialist in Geospatial Technologies reported 

on using Google Earth for GIS applications. Can calculate area with a 

“KML” file. Training is found at www.extension.unh.edu/Natural-

Resources/Geospatial-Technologies-Traing-Center. 

 

Steve Bjerklie joins NHTOA Staff 
The NH Timberland Owners Assoc. has hired Steve Bjerklie as their 

Communications Director. He is a journalist and communications profes-

sional with more than 35 years of experience as a reporter, writer, editor 

and communications executive. The wide range of topics he has covered 

include hunting in Maine, winemaking in Washington State, stone wall 

building in NH and guitar making in California. He lives in Dorchester, 

NH and was elected selectman in March.  

New Hampshire ~ Jonathan Nute 
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Roger Varney Mathes, 87, of Deerfield, New Hampshire, passed away on March 31, 2015. He graduated from Phillips Exe-

ter Academy in 1946, Dartmouth College in 1950 and the Tuck Graduate School of Management at Dartmouth in 1951. After 

graduating, he was a 1st Lieutenant in the US Air Force for 2 years, then started his career as a certified public accountant, 

working for James Shanahan in Manchester. In 1999, Roger began his second career when he enrolled at the UNH Thompson 

School. He graduated with honors, receiving a degree in Forest Technology and then went on to become a licensed NH for-

ester. He served as a Director of the New Hampshire Timberlands Association from 2004-2008. A memorial service was held 

May 2 at the Deerfield Community Church. 

In Memoriam 
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NESAF is looking for creative people like you! 
To help fill some very rewarding positions! 

 

We have a few anticipated vacancies, and have the following opportunities:   

 

NESAF Vice-Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer 

 

Executive Committee Representatives:  

New Hampshire, Connecticut, and Rhode Island 
 

All positions are a two year commitment, offer the opportunity to travel, meet some new people, fill space on your 

resume, and occasionally have some fun! 

 

Here are some common FAQ’s:  

 
1. Is it time consuming? Well, you will get as much out of it as you put into it, the same 

with any other adventure in your life. 
2. Do I have to have any prior experience? You’ve probably had a few experiences in your 

life already. Consider this a new one! You’d be surprised how helpful many people will 

help you out along the way. 
3. Where can I learn more? Connect with someone on page two to find out a little more 

about the responsibilities for the role you are interested in, then decide when you’d like 

to apply to join our team! 

 

 

After you’ve decided that this is the opportunity you have been waiting for,  

contact Rob MacMillan at rmacmillan@provwater before August 1, 2015 to get yourself on the NESAF Ballot! 

 

We’re looking forward to working with you! 



 

The Society of American Foresters is considering producing a book that addresses a misconception that forestry is 

all about logging. This could help influence public opinion, encourage the next generation of foresters, and demon-

strate the complex diversity of the forestry profession. 

 

Please read this brief book outline and provide feedback. Please note you should have received a 

copy of this email around May 20th, 2015 from whitedc@safnet.org. If you feel strongly about this 

please respond. 

 

 

More Than Harvesting: Restoring Forests, Communities, and Public Support for Forestry 

 

Introduction: Felling Trees Is Just the Beginning  
An overview of how timber harvesting is but one aspect of a forester's job and, in most cases, a tool that  

foresters use for as they work to achieve more ecologically minded goals and/or objectives. 

 

Chapter 1: Profiles of Active Forest Management 
This chapter will provide a glimpse of several past and current forest management efforts to help  

illustrate the varied objectives that foresters pursue on behalf of landowners. 

 

Chapter 2: Conserving At-Risk Tree Species 
This chapter will present several examples in which foresters were/are actively involved in conserving tree  

species threatened by pests, climate change, and other factors. 

 

Chapter 3: Coping with Pests and Disease  
Delving deeper into foresters' interest in conservation and sustainability, this chapter will focus on efforts to 

enhance the resiliency of ecosystems (both urban and rural) experiencing outbreaks of pests. 

 

Chapter 4: Restoring Forests and Communities 
Through articles presenting the socio-economic benefits of forest management, this chapter will  

present the idea that forestry can be instrumental in restoring both forests and communities. 

 

Chapter 5: Connecting Forestry and People 
Across the country, foresters and natural resources professionals show (or remind) people the benefits 

that forests provide and the conservation ethic that foresters embody in an effort to rebuild trust in the 

profession. 

 

Chapter 6: Conclusion 
Forestry is awash in initiatives designed to keep forests as forests, protect at-risk species, and conserve 

traditional ways of life in communities across the country. The challenge and complexity of these  

endeavors, plus the wide range of scientific and social skills are needed to make them succeed means 

that professional foresters are a necessary part of the solution to our most vexing environmental  

problems.  

Society Affairs 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS NOMINEE CONSENT FORM 

Due date June 1 yearly 
 
 

 
I hereby consent to have my name placed in nomination for election to the Board of Directors for Voting District ______, and 
agree to serve, if elected, for the three-year term beginning on January 1, ________ through December 31, _________. 
 
Signature: _______________________________   Date: ________________ 
 
  Printed Full Name & Current Address: 
 
  __________________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________ 
 
  __________________________________________ 
 
  Telephone (please include area code): 
 
  Mobile:  ___________________________   Work:   ________________________________ 
               
          Work:   ____________________________________________________________________   
              
  E-mail:  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Return the consent form, along with a biographical sketch, recent digital headshot photograph, and a vision statement to: 
  adadevohp@safnet.org   
                      or 
  Patricia Adadevoh 
  Leadership Services Manager 

Society of American Foresters 
5400 Grosvenor Lane 
Bethesda, MD  20814 
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Describe any other qualities or skills you have that will contribute to the success of SAF. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Total number of words (above this line) on this form: 187 

Biographical forms that contain more than 300 additional words (excluding the 187 words above)  

will be returned to the nominee for editing. 

 

 

SECTION 3 – VISION STATEMENT 

 

Please attach a vision statement:   

    (200 words maximum for Director candidates) 

    (500 words maximum for Vice-Presidential candidates) 

 

Thank you for your continuing support of the Society of American Foresters. 
 

Biographical and Professional Information 

Candidates for SAF Vice-President and Board of Directors 

(as of March 2015) 

 

Please submit this information via e-mail to adadevohp@safnet.org. 

Biographical forms that contain more than 300 words will be returned to the candidate for editing. 

 

Name:         

 last  first  middle initial 

 

SECTION I – GENERAL INFORMATION  

 

Current professional position (title, employer, city, state; if retired, indicate [retired/year]): 

Previous work experience (employer, dates of employment:  

Education (degree with field, college or university, year graduated) 

Professional development/current credentials (licensing and registration, including CF or other national certification):   

SAF involvement (activities and involvement in SAF including officer positions held at the chapter,  

state and national levels): 

Awards and recognition (SAF and others): 

Membership in other natural resource associations: 

 

SECTION II – RELATED SKILLS 

 

Indicate any of the following skills that you possess and will bring to the SAF board of directors: 

☐ Accounting 

☐ financial planning and investing 

☐ business management 

☐ corporate governance 

☐ leadership 

☐ strategic planning 

☐ fundraising 

☐ communication 

☐ government relations 

☐ legal/risk management 

☐ marketing/public relations 

☐ forestry science education 

☐ information technology  
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Hello everyone, 
 
At the recent NESAF winter meeting in 

Fairlee, Vermont, I took over the respon-

sibilities of Chair of the Silviculture 

Working Group from Jeff Ward. I’d 

like to thank him for all of the work he 

did putting together field tours and wran-

gling speakers for the annual NESAF 

meetings during his tenure. Thank you, 

Jeff!  

 

Now it’s already time for our next event.. 

 
The group discussed having the next 

summer field tour in southern New Eng-

land after having had the 2014 tour up in 

Maine last year. We voted that Providence 

Water would host the 2015 Summer 

Field Tour. Rob MacMillan has organized a 

great field day at the Scituate Reservoir 

Watershed Property, which consists of 

about 12,500 acres managed by Provi-

dence Water. There are several great 

speakers lined up to speak on a diverse 

range of silvicultural practices. I expect it 

will be of interest to many of you. 

 
A map with some other locus informa-

tion may be available at a later date., but 

for, save the date of Thursday, July 23, 

2015! It has been assigned 1.5 CT CEUs, 

and 4.5 cat. 1 SAF CEUs (for MA, ME, RI, 

NH). 

 
I am asking individuals to pre-register and 

send in $10 to help cover some coffee 

cabinets and Del’s Lemonade. If 

enough of you register, I will submit an 

order for a sunny day with low RH and a 

light breeze. Hope to see many of you in 

July!  

 

Warm regards, 

 

Bennet Leon 

802-249-4221 

Greetings everyone, 

 
I hope you enjoyed reading this recent issue of the News Quarterly as 

much as I enjoyed preparing it for you. It could not have been possible 

without your support, encouragement, and content. I would like to ex-

tend a special thanks to Maggie and Scott Machinist for their efforts 

during these past several years, putting together issues, and on a personal 

note, for their assistance guiding me through this initial issue. They even 

came down to Connecticut and spend a some time helping me to get 

started on this project! 

 
I look forward to working for you during the next several years, and 

hope to build upon the content initiated by our previous News Quarterly 

editors. With that in mind, when you have an idea that your fellow mem-

bers would appreciate reading, whether it is a book review, perspectives 

from the field, or a topic you feel needs to be addressed, please feel to 

share it with me or any member of the NESAF Executive Committee. 

This publication exists because of, and for you. Your ideas help improve 

it. 

 
If you are one of our advertisers, thank you for your continued support. 

Similarly, if your organization would like to have your content featured in 

our publication, we would welcome the opportunity to work with you in 

the future. 

 
Thanks again for reading, and I now feel as though I can take a break from 

these late night work sessions, and get caught up on my work outside. 

 

See you in the Fall! 

 

Best, 

 

J.P. 

 

News Extra! 
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NEWS QUARTERLY, 

c/o Joseph P. Barsky, editor 

890 Evergreen Avenue 

Hamden, CT 06518 

Our mission as foresters is to be responsible stewards of the earth’s forests while meeting society’s 

vital needs. The challenge of our mission lies in keeping forest ecosystems healthy and intact while 

concurrently drawing on their resources. We will meet this challenge by carefully monitoring and 

managing the effects of natural and human forces on the forest. Our decisions will be guided by our 

professional knowledge, our compassion for all living things, our desire to improve citizens’ lives, and 

our respect and concern for the entire forest ecosystem. By advancing forestry science, education, 

technology, and the practice of forestry, NE SAF will provide the leadership to achieve its mission. 
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